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PREFACE

L one mvestigating the life of Willim Padmer or the story of
s Sehoal can Fail to wknowledge the great debt owed to the
e Herbert Eo Brooks whose book ™ Walliam Palmer and s
Schonl ™ remams an essentinl and dnvalusble source book for i
story, 1 have had the addinonal privilege of reading the velumin-
ps fdes of aotes and correspondence which he gave to the
Pk Publie Libriry, adminng oot only the prodigious labour
wovspended on his 4'-‘“"Ill‘-]"lm'n? task hat the :Ungll.'fu'ﬂudn_] and
purpesetul devonon with whech he pursied s search to a suee
cesstul outcome, Frostrated often,, be was never dismayed, and 50
extensive was the range of s enguines that he left few obvious
sonrees to be tipped by his successors.

Mast of the additional nformation that has been garnered
his come from the Essex Record Office, and [ acknowledege with
gratinide  the kindness of the County Archivise, Mre, Fo G
Emmizon, amd his staff for the facilities they have placed at my
disposal, and foemuch helpful advice. For their generous assistanee,
| am further mdebted to the Chief Librarim of the Thurrock Public
Labraries; Mr. Do A, Wackham, and his staff: to the Chief
Librarans of the Leyton and West Ham Public Libravies: tw the
Legal Secretary of the Navonal Society: w the Vicar of Grays,
Reve KA. Vine, and Mr, E. L Bone, Churchwarden and Lately
one of the sequestrators of the living of Soifford for access o Parish
Records; and to Mrs, Ho W Turner of Bristol. The proprictors of
the " Times ™ gladly gave permisson for the use of the extracts
yuerted by Lord Strang.

It would be impossible to mention by nume all who have
helped in the production of this volume, but T am most grateful to
the Foundation Governors who made it possible, to the Headmaster,
Mr. F. I Jordan and the Headmistress, Miss A, Leworthy for
constant cncouragemaent, ta Miss W, M. Braimbridge of the Girls
School, and tw the contrbutors who cheerfully gave their services
out of devoted lovalty o the Schools. Ir iz o particular pleasure
have an essay from the pen of Mr. W. H. Edwards for whom 1956
will mark the completion of 30 vears’ continuous service to the
School  surely u unique record. Miss V. M, Smith kindly did the
hne-drawing of the Girls” School: the remainder of the drawings
ind the maps are the work of D AL Mann, a pupil of the Bays’
School. The printing has been undertaken by a firm of which an
Ol Boy, My, GG EW, Ramsey, 1s proprictor,

Lowd Strang, referving to the essays which, us schoolboy,
he had ta write annaaily on Willam Palmer, says that * they served
to reminel s whe we were ™ IF this littde volume fulfils the same
purpose and helps to cxpluin our pride in our School, then s
production will have been very waorth while, I RH
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WILLIAM PALMER

by J. R. HAYSTON. M.A.

of the Stafl of Palmer's School, Grays.

Fowe know disappointingly litde about the personality of Willuam
Palmer, we can find some sober satisfaction in the reflection that
only within the last thirty years has s wennty been definitely
estahlished. The late Mr., Herbert Brooks.! the principal architect of
this success-stary, once weote to a friend of * "Ole Bill, us my fanuly
have chestened the Founder of our School,” adding, ™ there have
heen so mauny William Palmers tourning up in the search that some
distinctive title had o be invented 7, The soventeenth century
Pulmers were indeed legion. The name was koovwn at the mitional
lewel, where S Geoffrey Palmer was Attorney-General to Charles
1 and Barbara Palmer, more widely known as Lady Castlemaine,
the most notorious lady 1n the land; at the County level where two
Yalmer familics are noted 1n the Visitation of ["Sﬁl.:ﬂ i 1634; and
even more tantahsingly at the local level where & Robert Palmer
was Vicar of Grays and, carly in the following u,lﬂ'lll'!,.l 4 William
Palmer wis Churchwarden of Stifford. And the investngition had
ty contend with the fact thar Meran: the grear BEssex historn,
whose work 15 the obvieus starting-pomt for the scarch, Lo
false wal m postulating the existence of two Willam Paliners,
.1pp.n..m|;~.r based on the record of two marriges, whereis in
Fact the one relevant Willam Palmer marricd twce,

The family from which our Wilham sprang, originated at
Exvington m Leicestershire, His greatgrandfather, Henry, may have
heen the Arse tooseck s fortone i Londong his grandfather, also
Whlliam, certumly did so wis o freeman of the Hiberdashers
Company and marred ™ Jone da, of Richard Turke of London ™
According to the Visitation of London, 1633, he had then theee
surviving chuldren of whom anly the second, Edward, need concern
ws-here; For he s the Father of our Founder,

Edward deseribes lnmself as ™ Merchant ™, The nature of his
Brriesiess wee know not, but there s hittle doube that he prospered
cxvceedinely, for he aspired w, and won the hind of Anpe, daughrer
of Sir Hugh Hammersley, Lord Mayor of London, wham he mar-
ried i April, 1626 0 the church of 5t Andrew Undershaft in the
viear of Sir Hugh's Mavoralty: and some ten yeurs later he had
nivesteed abont £8,0000 10 the purchase of the ™ Munor of Thurrocke
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ctherwise Thorocke Gray otherwise Grayes Thorocke ™ thus b
g the Palmer connection with Ciseys, Duping at least part ol
L nvarried Iife, Edward Palmer hived i the Parish of St Katherine
Coleman, Fenchurch 8e:and the baptismal Registers of the Church
(now lodged in the Church of St Olave, Hare Street) give us our
fist introduction w Willsun Palmer i these terms;

1633, Apnl 5. William Palmer, Edwrard,
Edward did not suevive long to enjoy the fruits of his property
imvestments for the Burial Begister of the same chureh records

1638, Nov, 17.  Mr. Edward Palmer
His son and herr, William, was then o niinor of 5 years of age
anel became o wird of the Court of Wards and Liveries.

OFf William’s childhood and apbringing we know notlung, save
that Fdward in his will made provision for the education of his
children * in that frugal and decent manner that their mother shall
think Ft™ and to whom, he adds later, =1 am wssured she will be
i loving and careful mother and true sccomprant”. Anne dud not
longe remann o widow, for she married the " loving friend, Mr. John
Bentall © (whom Edward had named as jomnt executor, with Tus
wife, of his will) probably m the year 1642 since their first child,
Richard, was baptisesd in the Church of St Katherme Caleman,
London on 13th August 1643, Anne, during her wadowhood, lived
in Fenchurch Street, London: and here she lived afrer her marriage,
though 1t 15 inpossible to say whether or not it wis n the same
hongse, 1t seems reasonable to suppose that Willlam, to the time of
hig own marmage, ved here also with his mother and stepfather,
and probably joined 1 the business eaterprises of John Rentall,
since the next reference to him aceurs in 4 lease of 24 September,
16337 wherehy * John Bentall of Lenden Marchannte ancd William
Palmer of London Marchannte ™ let a house and lands in Grays o
Ezekicll Sparkes, a yeoman, The mcome for the firat half-year was
to be paid 1w [ohe Benmlly thereafter o William Padmer. For in
16354 William came of age and entered fully into his inheritance,

Let us first examine his inheritance in so far as it affects o
locality, The sale of the Manor of Grays Thurrock by Edward
Kighley to Edward Palmer is recorded in vwo ™ fines ™ as under:

Feet of Fines  March 13 Chas, T (1637)

Fine fonde ar Woestminster on the morcow ol All Souls 13 Chas. bietween
Fdwird Palmer pent. plontif, and Edward Kighley Bag and lsabella his
wile, deloreinte, of the Manar of Thurrocke atherwise: Thorocke Gray
atherwise Grayes Thorocke with appurtenances, and of 12 messuages 12
wardens 500 aeres of bamd 20 eres of meadow 30 peres ol pasture 120 acres
ol wand FAO seres of marsh, comman of pasture lor all boasts, free warren.
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[ive, miarkers. marts and  passages over the water ol the Thames, with
wppurtenatices. o Thurrecke otherwise Thovocke Gray otherwase Grayes
Tlhorocke

Feot of Fines Tron, 14 Chas 1 {1638).

Fine made botween  Bdward Palamer, plataud, and Bduwarnd Kighley  Bsy
arnd Bsabsel, bis wle, delvaciints, ol 26 acres of pasture 23 aercs ol nassh,
352 rent. Tree owarrens Gaas mantss markets, with appurtesances 0
Thurrogke . . .

If this estate cannot b .Jc-r.u.l.l.tl‘l':,.l' delineated 1ts .lp|‘!l|'l:‘3.\1iﬂ'l-.l.l'.“
hounds can ke defined. On the south side, it abutted on o the
river Thames; on the west, 1t was bounded by Hogg Lane and an
imaginary extension of it southward, across the West Thurrock
|1.|,g|'|w;|}r_ to the river. The Jresent hﬂnnd.lry between [;I‘H}-’S ard
Little Thurrack was 1ts approxamate castern liumit, and on the north,
the present Long Lane. The principal arable Linds lay v the W
ren lands of 90 acres, the later Lodge Furm, between the present
Lodge Lane and Long Lanc: and i four great fckds of |28 acres,
hounded on the north by Lodge Lane and on the west by Hogp
Liune, severally known as Dyes Field, Small Prohts, Round Bush
Freld and the Fourteen Acres. To the cast of these helds as far as
Socketts Hearh and extending south to the Grays-Chadwell high-
way Loy 100 acres of woodlund, known as Greays Wood, Lady
Spring and Sucocks. On the south of this highway, m the angle
formed by the present Bnidge Road and Oesert Hill Ly the Muno
House in 1tz 11 acres of demesne, The highway contmued towards
the " town ™ of Cirays bounded on the oorth l‘ﬂ,’ the fields known
as the Crofts, the Shde, and Bramble Hills, and on the south by
Boorcheld and Townefichl; and at the Three-Want Way— the
quriction of this route with the highway eading to West Thurrock
{Lun;}:m Rnud) and that ||.'.|di|1g 1y the Town (H1g|'| 5[1'2".“!} st
the Pound, and onear it the Smith's Foree: from the Pound, the way
led past the church to the ™ town ™ and the whiarf, and to the great
stretch of marshes and saltings to East and WWest,

It would be dle to go mto much deta] about the renchients
commerited o the ™ fines 7 but one or 1wo may be menvoned. The
ferry house near the wharf was known as the sign of the Galley
m 1657 but two years later was called the ™ Three Cupps ™ and in
the nexe century, the ™ Three Cupps and Hoy ™ The ™ Rose and
Crowne ™ was described in 1634 as o " wvictualling howse ™ and lay
botween the ™ house of S Georee Whitmooe Knight 7 o the
north side and the house occupied by Symon Walker on the south.
The ' Bouwrded House ™ was also koown as the " Anchor and
Hope ™ and was claimed i the Parachul [nguisinon of 1630 as a
donative of the Clarch, improperly detamed. The mentien here of
the house of Sir George Wintmore {who owned the Grays Manor
west of Hoge Lane) reminds vs thut the tenemoents noted inothe
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s T were ot the only ones in Grays. Ldward Kighley kept s
Geconnts from 1633-1638 i 4 rent book? which has swevived. Tt
letails, i addiven o the rents, the tlly of guitrents duc: and the
et mcludes the “ George 7, the ™ White Hurt 7, Sherhclds Farm
vid some unnamed bovses, all apparently within the boundary of
the Manor, Ther occupants would, ke the tenunts, owe st o thi
Court of the Manor, but no records of the Court survive for the
1 7th centiry, though they are complete from 1715 to 1813,

e held, the Shade, merits o specinl mention. 1t abutted south
apon the highway i the wianiey of the present Uhrsett Hill
ctretehed northwied, with its western boundary probably aleng the
line of the present Dell Road.

[ 4 lease! of the Manor House and nearly 400 acres of land in
1655 to John Lanbert (who was dso lessee of the marker and joint
lessee of the parsonage of Grays Thurrock and must thus have been
+ very influentil inhabitant) the Slade is desenbed as o parcel of
irable land of 14 acres. But in 1688 Paliner leased® to John Fookes
of Creenwich =2 limekilns which wre now or spon shall be set up
6t te work i the Shude . and one limchouse . . . with the
liberty ta dig as much chalk . . . as he . .. shall burn n the said
vwior kilns”™ and # second lease® in 1693 refers to “the cliff or pitt of
chalk now open lymg and being i a certam close called thie
Slade . . . and 2 hmekilng and a ime house ™, Thus tn Palmer’s day
and on Palmer's land was the first chalk pit opened on the Grays Hall
Manor, and the me-hurning mdustry stirted, Fookes was incidens
tally abliged to carey 20 loads of great chalk a year to be stowed m
workmanhke manner at the Seawalls  the mantenance of which
must hive been o heavy responsibility on the Lord of the Manor.

With the Lordship went the nght to hold ™ fuirs, marts,
markets ™. This was an ancient right, first granted in the reign of
Henry 1 to Richard de Grey, and was a valuable manorial per-
quisite, for the Lord bad the mght o collect tolls on goods bought
and sold, or when o stall was set up, or when the ground was
broken o erect a post: and he received all the profits from the
Conrt of Pye-Powder, a court of summary jurisdiction to scttle
disputes between people using the marker. Successive owners of
the Manar took good cire to secure confirmation of their rights.
Thomas Kighley did so in 1616 and Edwird Kighley in 1638,
William Pilmer in 168358 received livence to hold ™ two fairs in the
manor of Thurrock Gray on Manday, Tuesday and Wednesday
i thie week of Peittecost and a faie upon the sixth of Octaber for

s davs 7 Mo doubt Whit Monday 1o particolar was o gala Jday
i Uirays, Edward Kighley collected his own meirket tolls and re
Conded them in his Rent Book, so that be has left us an interestung
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ghmpse of Grays Market. Here, for example, s the record * of
al my marker ren oand profiss from oo Alady duy 1636 10
srchaclmis 1oa3a ™

To Ri{eevive) of Thomas Camber fo iy hall pears rent lor
hig shop i the Market  xavs

lishn Foster o e LEvE
}'frnr].r l‘hlul,l}rr - &§ XE3
Anthony Poulter = = NA#H
Thomas Stephens i i ER
Muoore the huatcher v I ®ifs

- Andrewes Lor bis guarters rent Tor his shop ws

w Squite the koacker for his hall wears rem

tor bisshop i the Marker vis vl

King the keacker e - vis vl

: The Barher - o
¥ The Sadler for my hall years renc Jor
his shiop m the marker vigs
% The Turner & . vt
- The mayle woman i3 s Ve
The salt man for ks hall Feirs  remt foin
hiz sule ban ijs

vil)s

- Buenetr for lus hall vears stancling i the
market 2o sell manle pnd oemell  #Hjs
o Scarbrough & = iifs
R Tisr towde €lorme ths hall yeare il dws vl

B tor the profae ol my market for dhis hall year for stalls
anel thie butter weomen 2l xidd
Some ye wavil wings xd}

Willlum Palmer preferred to lease his market rights: first, in

1655, to John Lambert, 4 yeoman of Grays Thurrock {who was
mdicted ar Quurter Sessions in 1668 for not providing o bushel
signed by the King's stundard) : then in 16797 to John Crofes © in-
holder ™ of Grays Thurrock, and finally o Jehn Crofis, shap:
keeper of Grays Thurrock, probably son of the previous lessee, in
17037 They brought him an income of £350 a4 vear, and & couple
of fat capons ar Christmas, Lambert was given permission to en
Liege the marker place ™ in length outright twenty & 5 yardys and
in breadth the wideness of the market ar this present ™ und was
under the obhgation w Jdo extensive repairs to the market house,
puthing down the old building to the lower floor * and build the
sime again substantially and new board the lower & upper parte
thereol three foot from the ground ™, One clanse in these leases
suggests the site of the marker for both Lamibert and Crofrs had
to " make aogood and sutheient fence or pale to stop and prevent
the pussige betwixt the Bull yard and the Marker aext to the
Muarket feld & for the ™ Bull ™ (though undosbeedly o reconstrict-
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ed binlding) still stamds in the old Hhigh Street. A century Liter, 1
V770, the Jury of the Court LeetS presénted = that there as been
from time immemorial o Market House i Grays now fallen down
and we humbBly beg the Lord of the Manor to vebuild it ™. James
Theobald complicd, and o 1774, the Jury returned thanks that
“the Lord of this Manor hath Jast year erected at a considerable
CRACTISC iln ':..|11.J.1ul111_ and commodions Market House and Clourt
Room . . . for the bepefr of the Marker Inhabitants amd other
persons resorting to and trading e the Town aof Girays 7. Ths
buslding stood unnl 1852, set hack o httle from the old High Street
N position that swould be bounded on the south side by the pres
sent West Strect: behind i was the open market space which ilso
contamed the cige and the stocks, with the yard of the Bull Inn
ane the north sule of it The Fars, naturally, required more space,
andd Eadmer in i|__|.--.|1,1!‘,| among other properiies, the manoral Tunds
to the west of the High Street in 1638 to Thomas Burchfickl! yeo:
i, reservied T pwice moevery vear o L the gee of the Aeld behind
the Marker plice o the vse of the West Balong for to keep the
Lavrs . at the wall and |1|~:.|xurr of the sad Willame Palmer 7.
The princpal © highway ™ to and from Grays in Palmer’s day
was, of course, the river; the prosperity of the town and ats market
depended on ot and the right o provide a ferry service and to have
the sole lainding plice where wharfige dues could be collected
wis a valuable manorial asser. William Padmer was, as the " Fines ™
revord, entitled 1o T passages over the waters of the Thames ™ and
hie seems to have been fully alive o therr importance. In fact, one
ol Tas frst ventures e Girays was to enter inte an agreemient with
homas Burren and Mases Jones of 5t Leonard, Bromley, n
Middlesex for the construction of ™ one framed wharfe at Grages
Thorocke . . . upon the plice where the ancient wharfe formerly
wits . The Arnicles of Agreement™ are printed in the Appendex, He
Was Lqu]]:,r comcerncd for the wharf and landing place in the final
disposal of Tas estates, In the Trust Deed of 1706, the overplus of
the rents reserved for Amishing the Schoolhouse were o be applicd
“for the rusing of a cuseway on the backside of the storchouse
in Grays Thurrock, the said causeway o be made two foor high
with carth and six foor wide and covered with grivel and fenced
with posts ™ and the Trustees were to pay an annual sum of 20/
to the tenant of the Whart and Ferrv-house on trust that he Lav
vt sn mch as wils necessary tor repairing the Chausewny amd ™ the
pemander ¢ 2 Loin careving of earth and Luving the same on that
part of the Salting Ground lving behind the wharfe . ., which 15
sl sttt .’ll'ld ]’u]JCh".’ “, In I‘;I.‘_‘- WllL [hl'h_"l.f Yiours ]llll.‘l'. he '|"*FH-‘|.']L]1.‘".|
s atenity of £23 a year for W9 years ™ in the first plice for prowvid-
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i aned Loy oo Tendecdd loads of carely chialk of ¢hulk sublbish
anl spreading thesamne on tie Saltes on e eist ade of the &ad
storchouse for rasing the sasd Saltings unnl the sume shall be suffi-
cwntly rwsvd and an the next place for buyving timber pyles anid
bords for the necessary reparation of the said wlurfe, hrdee,
T
Willtam Palmer followed the usual costom of the Londs of the
Manoe in leasing our his fervy nghts, lohn Watts of Enith, Kent,
waterman, took up the enaney of the ™ Three Copps ™ in 165411
for a period of 21 years on payment of £60 0 year and Y one
hech of good well dried well Fatted and sweet bacon ™ at Shirove-
tide: and was bound to mamuan the ferry ™ wath three sufhicion:
tide bouts at the least | so that all passengers and witres paying
their duves may have then passage and careiiges ar all times and
tides if winds and weather shall permar ™, Wilham Palmer reserved
from this grant free passage by water to and from the linding
place for bimself and his fanaly ©wath all manner of Bousehold
staff and other goods . . . which he . . . shall have occasion (o
carry . . o-oso that the same be not by way of Trade ™, and also
free wharfage for all commodities which he should load or unload
at the Whart, Ihid William Palmer in face do any trading on his
own accoune? It s dithcule o make deducnions of this natare from
the legal verbiage of leases, bt he may have done so, For in the
lease of 1680 w0 George Waters of Grays Thurrock, he reserves for
his own use a listle sworchouse vn the wharf, and 307 x 307 of
ground to buld another should he so wish: and apparently he Jid,
for in the 1706 lease to Oliver Wake witerman, of Grays
Thurrock, he reserved two licde storchouses (called Cowdens and
Kinsmans) on the wharf and the mght of pussage to load and un-
lead all Hinds of commodities, he ™ paying the usual wharfage for
al such commoditiee ™ and now enly cluming free wharfage for
household goods ™ not i the way of trade ™ Palmer alse clumed,
and apparently exercised, the right w erect pens adjoining the
lnghway near the ferry house and to have the whole profits from
thetr use, so that it s probable that there was consideruble move-
ment of lvestock to and from Crays wharf,

The reatal sueprisingly decrcased during this period, Witers
paying only £30 4 year and the fhtch of bucon. If this suggests anv
shrinkage in the volume of trade, then recovery had set m by
the end of the century, for Wake had to pay the same rent us
Wt and an additional half bushel of sweet oysters at Christmas.

The other nght pertiining to the lordship und mentioned (n
the ™ Fine " can be brefty dealt with, The grant of * Free Warren ™
had an ancient ongin and can be traced back to the reign of John,
It was concisely defined in the Court Leet records of 29 Ocrober,
1773
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it the Lord of this Manor s seiged to himeoand. bis hews Torever
a1 entitded g0 hold by vittue bf several Royal Charters or Grants given
and confitmed o bis predecessors Lords af this Manor) Free Warren an
his Jdemesne Tamls ol the Manor so that no petson may enter tu hunt therein
without b lcense,”

Bt 4 further clam made by the Lords of the Manor o wrecks
wiis o prescnptive right based. they sad, upon mmnemorid custom,
[t is ssmerted at many sessions of the Mangerial Court in the cight-
conith century: m 1731, for example ™ 1 any wrecks have hippened,
they belong to the Lord ™0 1756, " Wiecks . . happenimg with-
i the junsdiction of the Lect do belomg to the Lord ™, But in 1793,
i specthic precedent 15 cited i the Cowrt’s records

FAL R Apme 1660 0 wreek was talen possessions ol by e Lord: il
thi Banor,”

Thus we learn that William Palmer succceded in making good
his claim ta some hapless vessel drven o ta the Griys foreshore m
the carly years of hes tenare of the Manor; and his action was
b guoted at the tine of the Revolutonary wars when a repr-
ttion of such a msadventire was o possibility and maght be 1o the
adviantage of the Lord

Iy 1657, at the age of 24, William Palmer mariied Anne, the
third dunghter of Robert Smyth of Upton in the parish of West
Hum. Robert Smyth, who was elected Alderman of the City of
London in 1650 and Magter of the Drupers’ Compdany 1in 1631,
wits o strong Parlumentarum, e was g regulur attender at moet
s of e o ford Clommatee, one of those appointed by Pirli
ment to recrmit forees for the defence of adiwcent areas aganst the
Royubist armues: and when Parlument in 1648 rearganiscd  the
Church on the Preshyterian model and appointed ™ Classes ™ m
cach Hundied, he sersed as an ™ elder™ for West Ham on e
= Olassis ™ for the Hundreds of Becontree, Havering and Chafford,
b 1654 the Commonwenlth Government authorized Justices of the
Peiace to perform mareages, and Smyth was very acove s
respect, officiatmg ot 73 weddings i bis own parish between 1654
aned 1657 And as Justice of the Peace, he conducted the marriage
ceremony between lus danghter and Willion Palmer. Like many
athers of this period, however, Robert Smyth did not hod at Jifh
calt o accept the Restoramon of King Clarles TH me 1660, and as
an Alderman undoubtedly shared in the City's welcome to the
returmed monarch amd o the lonours distrbuted: for in 1660 he
ocewed o knighthood, and fve years later, o baronetey. His second
ci Sie Tames Smivth, became Lord Mayor of Landon in 1684, a0
ot Woillam Palmer conld claim o double association with the
e throneh the i\p'i.ul.rm'.l.]t'i..-,-; of Tos maeternal L:1'.':|1LH.-|1||L'1' aied Tais
Frother in L,
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Tl Ullilu.mu_' w|ll|.'|'| dll[h:]l'l.‘iud _[l.u-;tll:n._'.u. Lo ]wrtnrm Mg s
vias preceded by one which regquired  parishes to appoing il
" Registers ™y and Cdward Lawford, who was sworn to this office.
cntered into the West Hum Registers not only the record of the
warrage but that of the publication of the banns, They pun:

Pub. Me. Willsan Pabmer of ye Parish of Catlivin Cealman London Merchant
and Miis Anne Smyth oy dauglbeer ol Rober Smyth of Upton Esy
were published three severall Loeds Days viz, ye 3th duy ye b day
& oye T diy ol May 1657,

Mar, Mr. Wil Palmer of ye parsh of Cathein Colman London, Merchai
amd M Anne Smyth daughter of Robert Smyih ol Lpton: Esy., weare
Maried by oy sad Robert Smyph Eagpey Juastice ol ye Peace, the 2ich
day ol May, 1637
A marrnige between Famthes of such standing required con

siderable prelimmary formalitics, A Marrage Settlement was drown

up, wherehy it was arranged thit Anne should bring to her hus
band a dowry of £2,000 and Willan was to put the Lirays Manor

m trust for the jont benelit of the marnied couple, with detaled

mstructions for the succession of male hewrs or the dowering of

danghters of the marruge. A manuscript copy of the Marriage

Sertlement hias survived and is now i the possession of the Schoel

Logredt tredsure, since it s the only contemporary Palmer docu-
ment in the School, and particelarly valinble beciase of the detaled
imformation it gives abonr the Manord Londs Legul foree was given
to the marmige setlement according to curvent practice, wherchy

a friendly Lowsuit was entered into between William Palmer on the

one land, and Robert Smyth and his son, also Robert Smyveh, on

the other, and the record of the transaction 1s preserved manot her
™ Fine V" which runs:

Feet uf Fines: Trinity 1657

Fime made at Westmonster in Holy Teinay between Reher Smyth Esg. ownd
Rebert Smyth the younger. Geat, plantitls, and William Palmer, deforeiant.
ol the Manor o Thurrocke otherwise Thorocke Ciray  utherwise Orays
Thorocke. with the appurtenanees, and of 12 cesingges, 12 gardens, Al
acred of Tamd B0 beres ol necaddowe, T aired ol prasture. LA aeres ol wesod,
VAU aeves ol maish, commion of pastore Tor all manner ol cattle, free wanes
rety Taes, markets and passages ovier the water of the Thames . "

Anne, unfortumately, disappenrs from the story as soon a8
she enters oty all that wee know s that she died before 1669 when
Willm Palmer was described ax o widower, Moo pecard of her
burial has yer come to light, despite o farely mtensive scarch in
hkely registers, Was she, us Herbert Brooks tentatively sugoested,
a wictim of the Plagee? Tt might be; bat o review of o number of
leises negotated By Wil Pulmer e this peviodd b least stimeests
il possibilities,
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Here are the ttles given w the lessor between 1637 and 1661

2 Mov. 165714 Wiilleom Palmer of London Merchan
27 Sept. 1638%  Wilbam Pilmer of Londan Merehant.
1 Maur, 1658/49% Whlliam Palmer of London gent, and
merehant,
24 June 1639 Wihlliam Palmer of Grays Thurrock gent,
16 luly Teo0'  Willam Palmer of London Merchant,
2 Sepe 1661 Williim Palmer of London Merchant,

Wohy, for a brief period, did Palmer leave London for Grays?
I'his we may never know, but some connvenon betseeen it and his
marriage 54 possible mberence, Dad the cary death of Anne canse
ham temporanly to retire from active business? Or did he retive and
bring bos wite 1 Lirgys where she died? 17 the Lieer be the case
then the record of Annce’s death may never ne ':.lli‘l.”'\ill..ki. towr the
cxstmg Lirnys Remisiers do oot ro back so far, MNor s at |‘Il:':i$|1|‘]'-‘
Liv cclnjn":ur'n: where he iy hawe bived an [:I'-l.}"i' the Manor House
i pairticubiar had been let i 1633™ on g 24 year lease,

From Fanl to 1669 o record of any sort has been found con
cormng Willum Palmer. At the beginning of this period he was
Joscribed a5 " of London Merchunt ™5 at the end of it he was
Pving i Sofford as o connery gentleman, The mwervening years
witiessed two mationally mportant phenomena that may  have
accounted for the move. The mast probable 1s the Great Plague
of 1663, This did not strike London sathout warming, and those
whao vould, Teft to escape the contagion: i fact 1t iz estimated thit
two-thirds of the popalaton left the ary. ™ TF Walllam Padmer ve-
mimed e London, o retuened  there, he may have been nmuade
heneless an the followang yeare by the Greeat Five thongly this must
b compectural, since we do oot know where Ins London house wis
sittaated. But at some period inoor before 1669, he had moved to
Sutfond,

The carhest record of s eesidence o Sofford s contnned
the heence wsucd by the Archbishop of Canterbury’s Faculty Ofice
for hus sccond marrnige.

E7 Dee, ba6Y SWailluem Pdeser o Stilloed  Co. Essex EhLl. sendowieer ek
Ehizaluwth Sandlaend ol St Andvew Haolborn, apinsger, 22
dies ol Anne Saodbord o sames widow, whoe  consents

A S Andeew Haolborn or F

There s no corresponding entry 1 the Registers of St
Andrew™s Plolborn, aned s onooother churely was estered o the
heence, we do not know where this marriage waok place. Nor has it
vot heen possible to wdentity Elizabeth Sandtord, A funeral hatch
ment vmee hoog i Uiriys Pavisle Choreh and waes dlescribed by
RS " R T o1 S I =N Lo R R 1 I S oo Rl de pedt P
R P A T T S T i P DR VR Pl T AR P T T
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Holman, a contemporary visior, m terms that leave no doubt that ot
Bore the arms of William Palmer and hig two waves: those of Eliza-
Baeth suflice to commect her wath the family of Thomas Sawdford of
T Cogghall 7 whose datghter Anne mareied  Jobn FHurte, Vacu
ol Horndoncon-the-Hill and whose younger danghier, Susan, s
Brred vneder the chaoeel ot Horndon, Herbert Brooks goessed tha
Ehzabweth was the davghter of John, the third son of Thomas, who
m the pedigree recorded methe Vistation of 1633 15 descrrbed as
“of London ™ (the most hkely cxplimation of Ehzabeth’s boing of
the parsh of St Andrew, Holbomd: and thez conpectine gang in
mterest when 1t 3 dscovered that thas ']-:||1t1 Sandford 15 recorded
i Horndon Parish Bemisters as of West Thuveock, and as o Justice
of the Peace officiating, bke Robert Smyth, at marriages ™ But,
aliug, the will of John Sandford of West Thurrock duted 26 Jan,,
1637 and proved e 1660, mentions an only davghier Elizabeth,
wife of Philip Meade, whiclh does not accord wath the Ehizabeth
Sandford, spinster, of 1669, 5o the problem of Elizaberh’s parentage
remains unsulved, though her probable connection wath the West
Thurrock wod Hormdon hooscholds at least supoests one means by
which Willkim Palimer may have come to make her acguaintance,

Hiz vesidence in Sufford between 1669 and 1678 s well
athentcated, He s descrbed as ™ Willlam Palmer of Stifford ™
leuses of 9 June, 16702 1 Ocr,, 16722 and 10 Sept;, 1674 Tr s a
ey thiet the extunt Sufford Vestry records only begin in 1672 and
then are mevely Vestry approvals of unrecorded accounts; but on
the fiest page i this entry

The Aceompt ol Thoma: Joyee, Uhuwrghwarden and Cheerseer e ya
pocr ol Solloed taken onoye 230d day ol April 1674
Fhe b sand peesmne: are seen add allowed by

Phenzill Prce

Peter Lathum

Wi Fineh

T. Lathum

W Ml

Themis |oye

So that those who can experience the throll of seemng the actual
sippatires of oor well-known fonres 0 the past may fnd the
agrrnre of oure Founder most readily accessible in this areea at
the oot of the first page ot the Sufford Vestry Book

Chie reference from Quarter Sesstons Rolls*t may here be
groted, though the dentity with one Willien Palmer 15 not neces-
sartly established. On 18 July, 1672, there was o presentment, on
the witness of Som Petchy of Cranham, of @ Me Win Paliner of
Sotford, o makmge o foemhouse o cottige by kg away the

Me PraseatBenTew SEL BRET A BoRas Do CraEr M MRy QR A 2
LI EON EE R RO T L 2 KoRKar e Bl TN
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Jand) for this twenty months at least and doth continue i "L Mo
cortmn s the face that Palmer wis pricked as Sheriff of Essex on
| Drec.. 1678 and is then deseribed as “of Stufford™? Quarter Ses-
sions Rolls of 16792 carried this record. “Wnits of capias distringas
venire facias and proclimutions ested by Wm Lond Maynard Cuslos
Rotulorum at Chelmsford 13 July, Returned by Wm Palmer, Esq.,
Sherif. Herberr Brooks's book gives an interesting account of some
of the dutics falling to the lot of William Palmer ag Shent,

Why and where did Palmer live in Stifford? [t would appear
that at some period Lords of Sufford Munor were mesng tenants
of the Lords of the Manor of Grays Thurrock. Morant afirms tha
it the sixteenth century Thomas Liatham, second son of Robert
Latham and Thomasine Ardalle, held this manor of Sir John
Zouche as of his Manor of Grays by fealty and a yearly rent of
ws. 3. And m the records of the Court Baron of the Lords of the
Manor of Grays Thurrock, Thomas Lathum (ov Latham) is pre-
sented in 1715 and Kenwrick Grantham in 1716 45 owing sint at
the Lords Court for Stifford Hall and not fulfilling thew oblega-
tioirs s and e matter 18 pursued as Lite as the Court at 1736,

I A, Hych o owes sl of Lot .. o b the caprtal  aessuage i
lands ealled Sutford Hall . o, held of this Manor . . . and did not appear
s do the same and pay his arecars ol guit rest . . in merey (e fiine )
exs ... Waters Eey owes suit ol Court for s new huilt messuage

Spitfend aforesaid culled Copthall and did not appear , o . o pay his quit
rent oo i Merey sxs

Fant thee el wias ni |"[I-.':"L"'-i."'l..|. ih"_v'lml..| thirs Jute

It would s attracoive o beheve that the twe spinneys in
Sufford called Pudmers Shaws were named after our William
Palmer, and to infer from that the possibiliy of his residence at
Hill Farm: but it must be remembered that Dr. Reaney® gives a
much alder ongm for the name. A striking coincidence of dates,
huwever, leads me to suggest that William Palmer lived i Sufford
Hall the howse, now demolished, wlicl used to stand in the field
south of Sufford Lodge, For Palin® says that Thomas Luthum,
according to the Vestry Book, lived in Sufford Hall from 1679 to
1706: and in 1679 Williim Palmer moved to Grays, as a lease of
3 Aue, 1679 testifies; morcover the 24 vear lease of the Munor
House at Grays, previously mentioned cxpired in this same year,

For it was, 1 believe, to Gravs Hall thae Palmer moved in 1674,
The evidence 1= based on a lease, previously mentionad, of two
hime-kilns in the Slade w John Fookes, and duted 1 June, TGRA
imd it contiins the sigmbcant words . ., “the Slade lying aganst
the wate leading to the dwelhing house of him the sisd Wilham
&g B Cedvin, e Ddvnkemants Reopaers ol fe Tialts ol tho Kok sl 15smex
_H':'r B0 e SRR R bR R O Y A

Ve Natiis ol e, o 1280 RTINS O T TR %
I s e je= Seisbboenrlpoal, e 3o,
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Pilnier in Grays Thurrock ™. Tlus reference would it Grays Hall,
it ot Sherheld House, to which Herbert Broeks miferred tlut
Palimer moved on leaving Sufford, Accordimgly the evidence con
cerning Sherfield House must be more cdosely examined

There 15 o strong local tradition that Willlun Palmer bved m
Sherfield House, and such traditions command vespect. Palind? may
have miven expression to it when e wrote thae ™ Williom Palie
bandt Sherfeld House o the ren of Queen Anne and hved ad
died there ™ or it maybe that the tradition sprang from Palin's
statement, for | have found no other avthority for 1t And it may
be confidently affrmed thar most of this statement s muccurate,
since there is ample evidence that Palmer had left Grays before
Annc began w reign, and he was residing in Steatford at the nme
of s death,. The only evidence that William Palmer may hive
bunlt Sherfield House 15 of a neganve kind: first, thiat in a second
lease of the Slade in 16932 the revealing words i the first are not
repeated; secondly that when it fs possible to establish the owner-
ship of Sherheld House, it belonged to the Lords of the Manor,

The name Sherheld certainly presents no dithculnes. Edward
Kighley in hus Rent Book™ has this entey for 1634

To Rgceave ol Jeames Herne Esqo for my hall yeares Quicient o
Sherheldes Sarme

and the Court Leet Recards in 1756 include the following

W alsn present than the Linds called Shelelds etherwise Sherhelds
are now m o the Lord’s hands n the occupation of M, Roichard Hyvder e
undenenant and therefore owe no sait to the Coure”

There scems to be here a fruitful souree of confusinn between
Sherficld Farmy and Sherheld House, The litter was most probably
built on or adjornimg to Sherfield Linds, or was it perhaps the old
furmhiouse rebuilt? The earbiest reference to the Honse which has
come to my keowledge 13 also extracted from the Court Leet
records for 14 May, 1731 when Henry Unton patd 2/- quitrent for
Trwo cottages and gardens adponing o Sherhelds House 7. The
only surviving lease of the House 13 that of Thomas Theobald to
T. B. Sturgean i 1847 and deseribes the property as ™ a Messuage
or tenement with mardens, howns, stubles, coachhouses, outhbuildines
commonly called Sherficld House which one Richard Hyder did
formerly ooccupy and dwell in . . o 7 A comparison of this with
the Conrt Leet record of 1736, citing Richard Hyder as the tenant
in vach case, wends to emphasise the link hetweon Sherheld Honse
and Sherfield lands, withour throwing much light on the building
of the mwpesing house which stood opposite the Town pier untl
well mro the present century,

1 =rpffin] ol pis Nodehbwirrlosal, o 78900 K8 S Wb 13 [k 1R
&2 e Lot d4an H I gean Pivlr L
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Wihether William Palmer budt Sherheld Howse o0 o, 1018
nu!hun.thl}" certary et it did nen .ﬁt:li‘.-;'l'l.!lll Crpys Hall s the Mo
House, For the Trust Deed pliced the appointment of the schools
master in the hands of the © Person . . . who for the ome bemng
shall be owner . ., of the sied late Mansion house wherein the
sald Wailltam Palmer Jid lately bve™ and this s expanded in
another part of the Decd wo ™ the Lite Mansion House of the sail
William Palmver o Graws Thurrock L o 0 wherem Williinr Tyler
o mibuibiteth 7, Mow the lease of the Munor House and other
Lands o Woillam Tyler of Aveley of 4 "Sqmnl'uu.r 16497 % luis sure
'I.I‘I."LLL and the deserpomom of the house and 1tz " barns stables oute
ouses yards gardens orchards bucksides and  appurtenances -
comtaming by citimmtion cleven acres 7 tallies exactly wiath the des-
cription of the Manor House o William Palmer’s Marmage Sertle-
ment e 1637,

The " Gentleman’s History of Essex ™ (1771) has pertinent
comments on the two howses in guestion, ™ The principa] Honse in
the panish 7, ar savs, 7 stunds about o furlong from the Church, s
iluthired by Meo John Button and s the property of Jag Theobald
Lsg, " a4 deseripnon fieving Sherficld House: but ™ the munswon
bouse of the Capital Manor in thes pansh stands on the right hand
side of the voud leading from the town to Stfford 7 Further,
Clhapman and Anded’s Map of 1777 prnts the name of Jas. Theo-
bald opposite Lirays M. b Finally it may be recorded that when the
Theabald Estate in Graya was sphit up and sold m 1896 the tiele of
I"lr'.J Iﬂ [lll. M”"” l]1l It "‘-4 H 1_'|,' tlflt'l!ll'lql] waent o lht Pllll._l].."'\-Ll {}f
Civays Lhall G

ler 1683 there was an Archidiaconal Visitanon ar Grays, and
the Report of r"n'i}'l.kl-._':mm Thonas Turner contans the bne ™ The
Cover for ye Cup to be changed for a larger™ and besile it a
marginad note wiich runs

“As o ye Cover of ye CUlup there s no need now of changing
of i, becanse there s Liely wiven since ye pocluad] Visitanon o
Lirge silver Patten for yo bl

There s not the slightest dovbe that the anenymous benefactor
wars Willam Palmier, for the Paten bears s erese and s inscribed
“ The Parshoof Giraies Thorrock in Essex 1683 7, It 15 sl in the
posscssion of Givays Parish Charch, and s sull v use an special
occastons, o object o be handlad sath reverent care i the know-
ledge it was admost certunly landled by Williom Palmer himself

Herberr Brooks has dealt very fully with the arcumstances
ander which Palmer was appomted to the Commission of the
Peace i 1688, Brcelly Jumes IL in his effores to secure o compliant
Parbament to repeil penal Tows sgaomnse Cathelics ordered the Lord
Licttenants m the connties to condudt an megrnsthon among Depury

SN TS R I W T i
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Licutenants and Justices of the Peace concerning therr attitude in
the event of an election, The 20th Earl of Oxford, Lord Licutenant
of Essex; refused to comply and wus replaced by the Catholic Lord
Petre; and a hist of persons ™ judg'd very fit by my Lord Potre w
serve in the Commitnon of Peace for the County of Essex ™ con:
tained the name of William Palmer™ Tr cannot be assumed from thas
that Palmer had any Catholic leanings; nor need we suppose him o
have heen as scepiically pliant to changing circumstances as the
Vicar of Bray. Rather would he appear to have picked his way
throwgh this troubled contury wich circumspection, giving offence
to none, but makmg a final, tonguein-check commentary upon the
sttuation by choosing as the day for the distribution of s chartable
bequests—the Fifth of November: not only the aniversuy of the
exposure of the Gunpowder plot, but, more significantly, the anni-
versary of the landing of Whlliom U1 in England. A firm Protes
tant, no doubt, with 4 sympathetic view of Prorestant dissent: in-
clined to toleration i an intolerant age,

William Palmer was quickly imvolved in some of the adminis-
trative duties heaped in those days upon the shoulders of a Justice
of the Peace. He was in demand, especially in his own parish, for
swearing affidavits of burtal in wosllen, according to the Act ol
1678, One guns the impression that the new dignity of the Squire
created w sor locally, and the Vicar, Robert Palmer,¥ in his meti-
clous hind, took pride in entering the name of ™ William Palmer
Esq. one af his Majesties Justices of ye Pouce For ye County of
Essex 7 But familiarity bred contempe, for Robere Palmer presently
shortened the tie to ™ William Palmer, Justice of ye Peace ™ and
finally to ™ Mr. Justice Palmer ™, But this painstaking priest would
never have been gulty of the horror perpetrated by one of his
successors, for the finad entry in 1694 is compressed to " jos pal 7
This caps a comparable entry 1n the Stifford Burial Registers in
which the athdavie was sworn before Esq. Palmer!

The Justice of the Pence at this pertod was o loc] magmine of
the greatest importance, ™ In his immediate district,” says A, C.
Edwards ™ ™ the justice was the local Solomon wha conld settle
minor disputes and busimess in his own hibrary, either by himself
or in colliboration with a neighbouring magistrate, The Court of
Quarter Sessions, where the justices of the county sat as a body,
was an anstitution of considerable importance, for in some respects
s powers were greater than the modern Quarter Sessions and
County Councll combined ™. And it 13 from the Cuarter Sessions
records between 1689 and 169% that we get o fascinating glimpse
mto the type of business with which Willlum Palmer had to deal,
s well s anto the incidents that would readily find their way into
LI T T T T T I S I 8 AT 4 |
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the cascbook of a present-day reporter for the locar press, Une
neighbaurly  guarrels abound, and  recogmizances taken hefore
Palmer for the appearance of principals and witnesses at Quarter
Sessions in cases of assault are very common, Two or three examples
st sulhice:

16948 Edw. Tailor of Grays Thurrock: Anne his wife to prose-
cute him for threatening to kill her,

[ps Wm Andrew of East Tilbury labdurer: ta indict Mary
Paiten for breach of the peace from her, hurling of
stones and breaking his head,

And even the Rector of Sofford had mrouble with o contentious

parishionet

16907 Jas Robertson of Stfford cleck: to indice Benj. Sherwill
far breach of peace
Beny Shervill carpenter, Thomas Burton husbandman
bath of Stifford and John Edes of Orsett, husbandman:
Sheryill 1o keep the peace towards James Robertson and
Elizaheth his wife

There was the local pickpocker to be dealr with

162354 John Crux of Orsett butcher: to prosecute Frs, Par for
fraudulently taking four guineas of gold out of his
pocket

and the more influential resident to answer the churchwardens
aned overseers of Horndon-on-the-Hill for suspected misappropria-
tion of public moneys,

16904 John Towns R.‘n]ph Fidler and Richard Woodlinds
libourer; all to give evidence against Jasper Kinsman
tonching his wrongful detviner of monies in lis hands

belomging to the poor of the parish: all of Horndon:
on-the-Hill.
As the parish officers were responsible to the Justice of the Peace
tor the adeguate discharge of thetr dutics, s0 they looked to him
for protection against unwarranted burdens being placed upon the
parish rates,

1690 Tho. Potter churchwarden and Martthias Putifar overscer
of the poor of Sufford: both to indict Rich, Hull of
South Ockendon for refusing to give security to the
Parish of Stfford o savie them harmless from a male
bastard child of Joan Windall singlewoman of which he
is charged to be the futher.
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16U8E Jonathan Miller yeoman, Robert Northleigh gent and
Edw. Roberts yeoman all of Wilthamstwes Miller o
answer for leaving a chald at the door of John Conyers
esig, m othe sd Pansh Dikely to be chargeable oo Ohwes

i

Oy the other hand, parish officers sometimes tred o evade thein

st responzibihtes and then wowas the duty of the Justice to bring

them o account,

B Jan, 1696/7%  Mury Bel of Fobbimg widow: 1o prosecute John
Dighy and James Bead (overscer and churchwarden of
Fobbing) for refusing to pay her for healing Sarah
Bease; a basturd child born there,

I Jan. 16UT/8Y Perer Lodwicke, John Pike husbandman and Edw
Spender all of = Curmingham ™7 Lidhaicke to answer for
refusing to obey an order of W Palmer esq. qustice,
of 29 Dee, for the rebef of Robert Bige, a poor man
of the sud parish, who with o wife and three clnldren
being  wholly destitute of “ coth ™ and neot having
wherewnth o cover in the mght from cold, and miving
na reasan for s so r-.;fn.-:n'l;_t.

..'d'i..nd |:.|" COHEE sy Ih-:rf LU Lr'.tdn_'ﬁpu_".:pif wihie Cﬂl'l'lrl!.ln'll._"d lh:lt |:|'|-.‘].-r
were unable o secore due sertdement of then accounrs: amd work-
men who complioned that thes wages were i arrear: and bath
5:1:1_},{[“ by |.|.}' their FUIEYAnces before the |]’

1R John Wates of West Thurrock gent and Gore (ilso gent.
of West Thurrock): Watts 1o answer Geo. Mudie for
retusing to pay lum £1 175 due to him {as he swch)
fur work done by lim o the breach in West Thur-
rivck 7 for Watts,

] AT Whtrs to amswer Tho: Day of " Alvely 7 Carpenter for
refusing to pay hem for 88 days carpenters work done
by bam for Wans,

1a9R™  Tho: Miles of West Ham butcher: to answer his deten-
tion of 175 6d. which appeared to be due to John
Buseley for wagges.

Just as the great work of admimistration and the dispensation of

justice within the County pivoted apon the voluntary services of

those who were appointed o Flis Magesty’s Commassion of  the

Peice, so within the parish iselt the madntenance of local services

and local secunty depended upon unpawd afficers. Ther duties often

made them unpopular with thewr fellows, so that 1t s not surprising
that they freguently tricd o avoul office or else were remiss in their
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exccntion of 1t and it was the duty of the P o sec to the cfee-
tve working of the machinery of parochial admimstration.

1699 Leonard Compears of West Ham gent: to answer the
officers of the parish for refusing to serve as constable
16907 John Westhrop constable of Vange: to indict Peter Bell
of the sume for lus walful refusing o watch and wad,

Quarter Sessions Records contan two formal indictments against
parish oflicers, one for neghgendy, and one for wilfully, faling ta
execute o warrant of William Palmer P,

Lol 26 Dee™  Fzekiel King, constable of Mucking: to answer
an mehictment preferred against i by Henry Burie
of Bulphan gent: one of the officers of same for suffer-
g John Bell, servant to Me, Partridge of Mucking, to
escape when he was apprehended by i pustices warrant
(Was s negligence, perhaps, due w4 wo festive
Christmas?)

tau6™  Tho: Dickison of Barking labourer 18 Apr. being con-
stable of Ripple Wiard in Barking refused to exectire
A+ warrant of Wm Palmer esq., justice, to him directed,
in making hue and cry for the malefactors who had
stolen the goods of Oliver Wike of Grays Thurrock
but allowed them to go at large.

" Maletuctors 7 were no respecters of persons. While small
fry pilfered the goods of Oliver Wake, higger fry cast their cyes
on the more desirable possessions of the Justice lamself, and no
doubr the srony of the situation added zest to the venture, Aceor-
x!it]gl‘y‘ there alppc.'u'u_‘d in the London Gazette of O, 21, 1698 an
adverusement guoted o full by Herberr Brooks: bu: FNCe 1t 75 the
only personal record we have of William Palmer, it is worth re-
peating here.

" Beven mien on horschack committed Rabbery at the House of
Willlun Palmer, Esq. of Grays in Essex, four of the Horses black, cne grey,
asorrel and o bay:sis ool the Men had bliek Periwigs, the other his awn
Hiir. short, hlack and frissted: an Woednesday the ot imsr ot 3 jn the
Alternoon: Viz. One bay Gelding. # pears ald, o Btar an his forchead. his
near Foouthehand - white, and a bite in his near Eye: u very considerably
quantity of Houschold plate, marked with WP A part. WP E, zome with
B and Coats of Arms o the rest, o Sum ol Bierlmg Muoney, besdes o
yuantity of Broad pieces, Guneass, Lewis’s, Medals @c. An ald Gentlemans
Meture ennmelld, set round with Dramands, and o Dvop ol the same, 2
Bracelets, the one strung with Perel and hiack Bugles, cach jopned with o
Wing, ¢ Plum-stones cut with Fuees: King (harles the First cut in Ambe
.||n| =vtom Laekl, o Geeathin cuat n _Il.'ii, A Pt al grieem slione '|1|.'.|'!|:J..'n|:s A0t in
Choold, waily 2 Baskets cut our of cherry-stones for the Drops. o black Sultansa
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with Gold Butons and Loops, 2 Hulr Lockets Letters on buth sdes W%
WS WS, anmd AL o blue sidver Tabby Petticoat with 3 Gold and siheer
Laces. @ silver Box ol Coupters stamp’d with Kings and Queens Heads e
A Woateh made by Francis Smyil, an Awmber Rlll]., cil m fowers, o Seal with
Vo Spampe, and severnl other things. Whoever gives Notce of them, s ihin
1.||.|_:|.I HTEL b secuced, to Peter White, {ll.:llljﬁ'l.'l'll.ll"l. at the I-‘I:-ug'h i Lombard
Steeer, Lendan, shall hove 405, Beward Tor each Mun and 2005, for the
Gusgidds or proporgeaahle for any part. and Chiarges:™

We unfortunately do not know whether Peter White was called
upon disburse any of the reward for the recovery of this con-
suderable haul.

Which house was burgled? The timing of the rind suggests a
wmpf}r;u'ity ||J1:'.|-._'._'11|11|:|:J residence, The Manor House, ag we have
seen, was loascd o Wiallum Tyler m 1697, and chough 1t may have
been the scene of the crime,
circumstances of the case to another residence, and so perhiups to
Sherfiek]l House on the site of which, as Herbert Brooks recorded,
a half-guinea piece dated 1693 was found by workmen in January
1926—and 1t 15 empung to link this fortutous discovery with the
scene of the robbery. If William Palmer did live in Sherfield House,
then it was certamly not occupied by him st the time of this explait
for at some time between September 1697 — the date of the Tyler
lease— and May 1698, he had finully Teft Grays and taken up his
residenice i the parish of Low Layton,

The reason for this move 15 g matter For specalation, but it
scems unnecessary to look beyond the fact that Wilbam Palmer
was now 63 vears of age and desired to move from an arca that
was by repute unhealthy to one which offered the amenitics of a
leisured retirement and easier aceess to Lundnn. Diantel Drefoe, n
his * Tour through the Eastern Counties ” (1724} spoke of the
Thames-side marshes as begmning at Dagenham and from ™ hence
castwards growing wider and wider, till we come heyond Tilbury
where the flat country lies six, seven or cight miles broad and 1s
justly sard ta be both unhealthy and unpleasant, However the lands
are rich and, as 18 observable, it s very good firming in the marshes,
brcause the landlords let good pennyworths, for it beng a place
where everybody cannot lhive, those that venture 1t wall have en-
couragement, and mdeed it 15 but reasonable they should.”™

[efoe began his' journey into Essex by passing Bow Bridge
and goes on o give an account of the districts associted with the
clesing years of Willim Palmer mn terms which appear so relevant
to the circumstanees of our Founder that they are worth quoting
in full

™ Pussing Bow Bridge . the Lost obseovation T omede was that all

the willages that may be called the nesghbourhond of the City of London on
thig, s well as on the other side thereod . . are increszed in buikilings to «
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atvange degree, within the compigs ol about ewenty o thirty years pist a8
the maost

The willage of Steaclord, the brst m the County Trom London. s not
unly inereaseed But, T Belicve, more than doubled in thal time, every vicincy
illed up with new bhouses ;. . Nor 3 this merease o buildings the case
onby. in thiz and all the other willages round London, but the merease ol
the valae and vent of e bhovses formely samding bas, in that eompass of
years above mentioned, advanced 1o very great degree, anel 1oy venture
e sy el least v hith part, some think o thicd Part. above what they were
bty

This iz indeed most visille, spealang ol Steadbord i Esscx, but i is
the same thing in propotiion in other villages adjacent, espeenlly on the
Forest sidde, as at Low Layton, Lagtonstone, Walthamstow, Weoodlord. Wan-
stead - . L oall which places o . abeve o thouzand new foundanons have
been erceted. besides: old houses repatred, all since the  Revolution; and
this is not te he (oreotten. tos, thil s incresse is, penerally speaking, of
handsomre acge houses for £20 0 year to L6, . beng chiclly for the
habiitation of the richest cizens, such as elther ave able to keep two howses,
cne in the couneey and one o the City, o for sech citizens s being rich
amd Bing lede ol wade, Dve altagether in these neighbouring willigres Lor
e pleasure and health of the Tattes part of ther days

The truth of this may at Jeast appear, in that they wll me there are
v less than two hundred conches kept by the inlibitios wichin the ar
cumberence of these villapes .

Thie incrense ciuses those villgeds 1w be much pleasanter aml more
sucinble than formerly, Tor now people goo to them: not For reticement into
the country, but for good company. . . there are in these villages .
cxncellent comversation and wogreat dewd of b, and that withour misture ol
pesermblics,  paming bowses and public foundations of  wice andd
debuwehery -7

William  Palmer’s residence o Leyton s particularly  well
authenticated. Four leases  two of 17013 and one cach of 1703%
and 17045 deseribed him as "of Low Layton ™, more particularly,
his name appears regulicly i the Rate Book of the parish from
May 1698 to October 1704 and though his acwual residence (s not
known o that seeton of the Rire List headed ™ Leytonstone 7.
And i 1703 we have the st extant record aof Palmer officiinng as
4 Justice of the Peace. The occasion was a dispute between the
authorities of Leyton and Wanstead as to wha should repar
wioden bridee between the two parishes,

17035 Sept. 24th.

“Memorandum. it the wonden boidae Iving eres the voad at Hole
loway Down o Leytonstone High Way, being decayed: the Surveyors ol the
Highways (or the Parish of Wanstewd Ann 1703 pretended shat this Pacsh
ufl Loy Leyton, wiis bownd o jodn an the cepair thereof, thereupon Mr,
Peter Godfrey Surveyor of Wanstead had some dhscourse with Fisher Tench,
Eage Surveyor of Low Leyton about it vequiring bim to assist in making o
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brick areh where the o waed b B the exammation and decisiom ol
tiss mratters there mer ar the Green Man iy Levtanztone Sepr 24 1705 W0
Palarr Esge and b sind Fisher Tench Justrees of the Peace and the sind
Mo Pewer Godirey, amd My, Maerry, Burveyores of MWanstead, and Mre. Henry
Muliz the sther Sarveyor of Leyvion Pansh and the respective minisiers o
cach parsh, wath divers other anbisbimants of the same. Where proved evie
demtly that the plaee b be vepared Tay an Winstewd Parish, and thay the
catpenters work ol the beidpe there had been divers times done there fy
the Sureeyors of Wanstead, never by those ol Leyton ?

The last entry of Pudmer’s name e the Levion Rate Book
almost cortnly gives us the clue o the date of his fimal move
short one this ome, and even nearer London, In March ol the
followrng year another Tease™ refers to himoas © Willam Palme:
Esg. of Strattord ™0 and it i Steatford, in 1706, thar the Trust
Deed wis drawn up wherehy he assigned five tenements in © W hite
Crosse Street m the pansh of St Giles’s Cripplegate ™ and one in
* Lumbaed Sereet o the pansh of Allhallows Lumbard Street Lon-
Jdon ™ w oa body of twelve trostees who were to use the ingome
trom these properties o bunld a school (should he not have dJone
so imself) and to provide £40 4 yeur, pud quarterly, for the
stipend of 4 schoolmasters and for these farther chazitable purposes

204 yearly to the Churchwardens and Olverseers of the Poor of
Cirays Thurrock o bay penny loaves for distribution to the poor
of the parish, 12 on the first Sundiy of cach month, and 24 on
the fifth of November,

Mot more than £8 yearly to the same officers to © cloath four poor
Children ™ of the parish on the fitth of November,

20/ yearly to the ™ Mimster of the sad Parish ™ for preaching
aosermon on the hfth of November: should be nor do o the
Churchwaardens were to fnd some ™ Ovrthodox Minister of the
Chirch of England ™ o do it and receive the fee.

20/ Annuity to the tenant of the Whart  previously mentioned

“ Five Chaldrons of Coal ™ to be bonght at the cheapest rate in
the summer and be stored in the Vanlt under the schoolhonse
until the ffth of November when 1t was to be disteitbuted o the
poor of the parish,

4007 yearly on the ffth of November © to be lad out in enter
tuning the sad pansh Otheers (e, Churchwardens and Owver:
seers) when they meet to enguire and examine whether the sl
severdl Charties be paid and applicd according to the true intent
of these presents.”

Wiilliwm Palmer alser save us the sire for the school
R T [ (S T T e
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AN that piweee o .. of land beme pare o the held ealled SWesthield
. .ocontatning by estimation twenty oot in depth and caghteen Tunt 1
breadeh o . L as the sime s wow marked oot o . o owhich abuttetls on thie
churchyard there on the esst and abutteth on the parzenage garden an the
sty and north and wist on Westheld ™

and Lol down specihe instracnons for the erection of
“ovogoud substimtial bock building Tor o Schoollhouse twenty [oot in
legely and eighteen (oot ip Breadth  fronting the Chureeh Yared aforesied
with a chimney therem and vase the foor of the sad mtended Schoolhous:
one foot abave the ground and wainzeote the whobe inside of the same with
deal waeipseote [l Jour feet high from the sl Qoo and plice eonvenient
low ddesks amd sears in the sad Schoolhouse and also make a0 vault under
the same ten foot square suflictent to hold five chaldeons of esales or more”

In a pernsal of the Truse Deed one senses in Palmer a par-
ceulpr affecvion for Grays Thuerock, in or near which, despite its
pnhealthy reputation and his business interests clsewhere, he lad
spent nearly half his life; and a patrarchal benevolence, typical
of the best squires, towards those in his Lordship, One senses, too,
a heree desire to perpetuinte hus family nume. Lacking an heir, he
eventually willed his estute to Joshus Palmer ™ for the sake of the
name, being no relation ™ as Morant puts 16 Was it his childlessness
that led him to found a school at Grays? Did he, in default of o
Famdly of his own, take under his protection the present and fouture
generitions of s Manor, among whom his nume might be had
m remembrance? There were sound precedents, for it 15 significant
that such great Founders as John Lyon, at Harrow, Peter Blundell,
at Tiverton, and Antony Browne, at Broenewood, were all cloldless
imen.

William Palmer himself began the building of his School, and
as his Whll af January, 1708 refers o the ™ Schoolhouse lately by
me butlt but not hinished 7 1t 15 reasonably certain that 1t was com
pleted, and was probubly functioning, before his death m 17110
He then turned s attention to the provision of accommadation for
the Schoolmaster, begueathing to the Trustees by has Whll,

“All that my cottage now in the possession of the Widow
Elkin and William Gilman with the prece of ground thereto annexed
upon trust that they permat |, . . my executors to pull down

the sad cottige and to erect . . . a tenement {which] shall be
hereafter the habitation or dwelling house for the Schoolmaster

wherein he shall dwell gracis - 0 7 The stone tablet sehich was
pliaced on the engmal Schoolmaster’s House and 15 now bult inee
the front of the present Boys' School clewrly shows that this butld:
mg, top, was begun by Palmer but was completed afeer hus death.
It reads:
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Pro Preservatione Charta o

The Gift of W™ PALMER Esq. Dec? for
a Dwelling tor the Ma™ of his FREE
SCHOOL on whom he setdded 40" p& Ann,
to teach 10 poor chuldren of this Pacish
o REATYy WRITE & CAST ACCO
amd o Instruct them in the LATIN
TONGUE, He dlso gave to the poo
5 Chaldrons of COALES &2 CLOATHING
for 4 Children (o be distribured on v
At of Nov' yoarly) & 207 yearly for BREAL,

Begun by the said W PALMER
(JOSHUA PALMER Esy
Fimshed by &
Mr. JOSEPH BRANDON
VExecutors to the Dee!
Anno 1711

Nor did this end the solicitous care of Palmer for his new foun:
datton, By his Whll ¢he ™ Clock now standing i omy Hall ™ was to
ot the School ™ 10 be set up there to remain for the use thereof ™

but, alas, nothmg at all 15 known of 1ts fate; and in a codicil of
12th May, 1710 within a few days of his death- he made final
provision For the disposal of possible prizes from his holdings g
stiate lottery, allocating the " Proaft of all the tickets, blanks or
Benchits L . for the hest year | ., for the setting up and hxing
i complete and handsome Sun Dial at or on the Schoolroom which
| have erected in . . . Gravs Thorock 7. But there s no record
that the School ever got 1ts sundial.

The long Iife of Willam Palmer was now drawing to its close,
Early in 1707 he lost his second wife, and, though hving wn Strat-
ford, brought her to Grys for burnl, As befitting her sticion, he
buricd her in linen and paid the forfeiture demanded by statoie
The record still stands in the burad registers of Grays Parish
Chuech,

Misters Ebzabedh Palmer Wike of Willam Paliner, Esquere owas burecied
Apoile 18 1707 an Linpen and the zald Wi Palieer. Bsguoiee pand the for-
feiture viz, Two pound & en she o ve Chureh Warden for ye use of the
prasare which wis distriboted among ym

The law deminded o penaley of £5 for burial in linen 530/- o the
mformer, and 30/ 1o the poor: so that Palmer followed a not un-
common practice n laying information agonst himself,

Elizabeth was 60 ar the time of her death; Williim was oow
T4 an advanced age in those divs, Thovgh of ™ sound Mind nd
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perfect Memory praised be God ™ as he wrote in his Will two years
later, he called to mind " the frailty and mortality of my MNature "
and in the Codicil, dated 12th May 1710, he spoke of * my great
years . Ten days later he had died and his body followed that of
his wife to the Parish Church of Grays Thurrock,

The final mystery to be solved iz the place of his burial—and
how great an indictment it is of his successors that there should be
any mystery to solve!

His own direction was that his body should be buried *in
my own Chancell at Grays Thorock "—but there is no real evi-
dence that he had any claim at all to the Chancel. Nevertheless it
should be noted that on 21st August, 1707, the Rectorial tithes and
Advowson of Graye Thurrock were sold by Sir Richard Anderson
of Stifford to Sir Thomas Davall, Lord of the other Grays Manor,
but Anderson reserved from the sale ™ the chancel of the said parish
church belonging to the said rectory or parsonage of Grays
Thurrock . ., to and for his own use and he covenants to repair
the same "% This was a most unusual procedure and is difficult to
explain, Did Anderson sell his rights in the chancel to William
Palmer? There 15 no record of any such transaction, but it remains
a possibility. Tt is difficult to trace the future history of these claims,
but by the time the Button family had acquired the other Grays
Manor they were all in the same hands.

The Chancel vault has been opened; it contained only coffins
of the Button family. One cannot rule our the possthility that
William Palmer was buried in the chancel; with no one interested
in asserting his claim, it may be that later claimants to the Chancel
reinterred hus body elsewhere and destroyed the evidence. For we
must now mention the most starthng fact of all. Tn the first volume
of the Grays Registers, the last entry at the foot of one page is
the record of Elizabeth Palimer’s burial in 1707, The first entry at
the top of the next page is dated Apr. 21, 1711. One page only is
missing from the Registers—the one page containing the record of
William Palmer’s burial.  Its loss may be accidental, but it looks
like malice,

If we have no satisfactory evidence that Palmer had any right
to burial in the chancel, we have some evidence of another claim
that indicates a second possibility; for his Marriage Settlement of
1657 speaks of ™ that Chapel situate and being on the south side
of the east end of the parish church of Grays Thurrock ™. An ex-
amination of prints of Grays Parish Church before the nineteenth-
century alterations shows what appears to be the present south
transept, but with its roof orientated in an East-West instead of
the present North-South direction. Was this the chapel referred to?
Did the notary who drew up the will confuse the two wards Chapel
Bl Close Boll 6 Aoue
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and Chancel? It is possible, And it Ats to some extent the evidence
of two contemporary historians, Holman, who died in 1720, wrote
that ™ William Palmer Esq. was buried in the south isle of the
Church May 22, 1710 7. Salmon’s History of Essex (1740) contains
the sentence, " In the south transept of the Church, Wiliiam
Palmer Esq., was buried in the south isle of the Church May 20,
17107, Neither statement is clear—Grays Parish Church at this
time had no south asle as we understand the term. Was he, in
fuct, buried in the south transept?

There remains one further possibility which may fit in with
the equivocal statements of Holman and Salmon, On 17th July,
1926 Herbert Brooks met by appomtment in the Parish Church two
former scholars of Palmer’s School, Moo W. A, Brown and Mr.
John Banmster. The latter was 73 years old at that time, and both
had, as boys, attended the church regularly before the building was
enlarged to its present dimensions. The schoolboys used to occupy
pews on the south side of the central gangway, and on both sides
of the passage leading to the south door. Both these gentlemen
remembered clearly seeing a fat tombstone bearing the name of
William Palmer in the central gangway adjacent to their pews to
the east of the passage leading to the south porch. It has, like so
much material evidence, disappeared, but it may be rediscovered in
future reconstruction work 1if 1t was not moved but only overlaid
with the present tiling. On the balance of evidence, I think it pro-
bably marked the last resting place of William Palnier.

[t 15 chastening to think how soon the memory of this bene-
factor was allowed to fade in the place in which he plainly showed
his heart to lie. No memorial was raised to his memory by his
heirs; no stone marks his resting place; no record survives of his
burial; no trace remains of the funeral hatchment which was seen
by Holman, The effacement of hizs memary is so complete that
it seems deliberate.

Yet William Palmer sowed in faith a good seed. He could
never have suspected into what tree it would grow. But we, 250
Years on, can see it in s stable and vigarous maturity and know it
to be the memorial which would most have delighted his heart —

MONUMENTUM AERE PERENNIUS,
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THE FIRST TWO HUNDRED YEARS
I. THE SCHOOL AND ITS SCHOOLMASTERS

by E. F. MARSHALL, M.A.

Old Palmerian 192131
Sometime Draper’s Scholar and Exhibitioner of Trinity College, Cambridge
Principal of Shoreditch Traning College, Egham, Surrey.

HE first quarter of the eighteenth century saw the foundation
of many endowed schools and it is not difficult to account for
thiz development. Modern research into the history of education has
shown that there was considerable provision for popular education
prior to the Reformation; this provision had lapsed during the
religious and political strugples of the sixteenth and seventeenth
centuries. With the Stuart Restoration a new era set in. The
foundation of the Royal Society gave an enormous impetus to the
extension of the hberal arts and sciences—to use the phraseology
of the day. As Newton revolutionised the basis of mathematics and
physics, so Wren changed the face of English architecture, and a
new world of literature and music was born, In this climate of
opinion 1t wis not surprising that many wealthy merchants found
outlets for their philanthropy and enlightenment by founding
schonls. We know little of Willlam Palmer himself; a very inter-
esting and well documented survey of his family and his relations
with Grays is given in Herbert Brooks' book on William Palmer
and His School, 1 book to which T am mdebted for much informa-
tion. What we do know 18 that he was a very wealthy London
merchant. His maternal grandfather was Lord Mayor of London
and his grandfathers on both sides were members of the Haber-
dashers Company—a Company which has made a notable contri-
bution to English education. Probably William Palmer was at one
time an Haberdasher himself but for most of his life he seems to
have been a landed gentleman with considerable estates in Grays, of
which he was Lord of the Manor. No doubt influenced by his
friends and the current of the time, and approaching the end of a
long life, he decided, to the great fortune of Thurrock, to found a
charitable trust for the welfare of the area in which he had spent
so much time and to which he had contributed so much as Lord of
the Manor and Justice of the Peace.
In 1706 William Palmer completed the Trust Deed which made
provision for a number of minor charities and for the foundation
of the school which now bears his name, Oddly enough, he left

il



no instructions that the school was to be named after him; I wall
vefer to this omission later in this article. Under this deed he nomi-
nated twelve trustees, nine of them important people in the neigh-
bourhood and three of them influential friends in London, An
account of their names and history is given in Brooks, To these
trustees he conveyed (i) a piece of ground twenty foot in depth
and eighteen foot in breadth lying in the West Field and abutting
on the Church yard (ii) Five houses in Whitecross Street, Cripple-
gate and a house in Lombard Street.

On (i) above the trustees were to:

crect and build a good substantial Brick Building for a Schoolhouse
twenty foot in length and eighteen foot in breadth franting the Church
Yard aforesaid with a Chimney therein and raise the Floor of the said
intended Schoolhouse one foot above the Ground and Wainseott the
whole inside of the sxme with Deale Wainseott [ull four foott high
from the said floor and place convement low Desks and Seats in the
eaid Schoolhouse and alse make a vaule under the same ten foot square
sufficicnt to hald five Chaldrons of Coales or more and to finish and
compleat the zaid building within two yeares next after the decease of
the said William Palmer in csse he shall not himeelf build and fnish
the same in his life time.

Revenues from the property given under (i) above were to
be used to defray the cost and later to pay for the various chari-
ties and the salary of the Schoolmaster, who was to receive forty
pounds a year, His nomination and appointment were to be in the
hands of the person or persons who should occupy Palmer’s man-
sion house, Ten poor children were to be nominated by the Church:
wardens of the parish; they were to be taught to read, write and
cast accounts and to be insttucted in the Latin tongue. So the first
regulations and syllabus for the school were laid down.

William Palmer also made prowision for a house for the
master; he was unable to complete it in his lifetime but his execu-
tors completed it for him in 1711; the stone now on the school
buildings records this fact. It was quite a spacious house of some
dignity; it stood on the site now occupied by the Co-operative
Society shop next to the Queen’s Hotel and was pulled down com-
paratively recently. One shocking aspect of the Thurrock area is
the way in which buildings of historic interest have been pulled
down and no trace left: indeed, the stone referred to above suffered
a very low fate until it was retrieved from the cesspit into which
it had been placed. The exact site of the school is not known. It
lay between the Church and the Stationmaster’s house—probably
ncarer the latter. Exeavations near or under this latter bulding in
the nineteenth century revealed some tiles which may have been
the original floor of the school, and one at least of these is care-
fully preserved.
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What happened in the next hundred years to the school for
which its founder made such minute and careful regulations is
largely a matter of conjecture. What sort of curriculum was fol-
lowed and with what enthusiasm we do not know; unlike some
similar schools it does not seem to have developed or to have pro-
duced famous men, All records prior to 1786 appear to have been
lost, but the old account baok begun in that year guotes some rules
and regulations for the conduct of the school and the qualifica-
tions necessary for the master; these appear to have been copied
from earlier documents and may well have been observed since
the foundation. From Lady Day till Michaelmas Day, morning
hours were from seven till cleven and afternoon hours from two
till five; from Michaelmas Day to Lady Day morning hours were
from eight till eleven and afternoon hours from one to four, What
spartan hours of work! I am left wondering why such a long inter:
val was necessary between morning and afternoon sessions, Vaca-
tions, or Breakings Up, were a month at Christmasz, 2 fortnight at
Easter, a fortnight at Whitsuntide, and a fortnight at Bartholomew-
tide. No child was to be admitted under the age of seven YEdrs nor
to stay after the age of twelve Attendance at Church was com-
pulsory every Sunday. Any child who was absent from school on
more than three occasions for reasons other than sickness was to
be expelled.

Little is known of the Schoolmasters up to 1780 nor do we
know what academic qualifications they had. The first master in
1709 was a Richard Butler who apparently was deprived for not
taking the oath; he was succeeded by a Samuel Wright but we
have no information about him or when he took over. Crrays Parish
Registers record the marriage of a Samuel Wright, widower, to
. Elizabeth Langfield, single woman, in 1728. He died in office in
1732 and was followed by a Rev. John Walker who died in 1754
It is extraordinary that he should have been master for twenty-
two years and left no information by which we can identify him.
He was followed by a Benjamin Wells. We have some meagre evi-
dence about him which suggests that the master usually combined
other work with teaching duties. As the original trustees passed
away, It was necessary at intervals to create fresh Trust Deeds and
appoint new Trustees; one such Deed was drawn up in 1757 and
mentions Wells as the Schoolmaster with James Theobald the
younger as Lord of the Manor. Wells seems to have acted as an
estate manager for Theobald; in an agreement over the lease of a
chalk pit at Grays in 1771 Wells is stated as acting on behalf of
fames Theobald and is a signatory to the lease. He must also have
been a man of some minor importance. From the Records of the
Court Leet of the Manor of Grays Thurrock. = Benjamin Wells
served as a Juryman from 1756 to 1778, He was also Aletaster in
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1770 and 1773—a picce of overtime work many a modern school-
master might envy., Grays Parish Registers record the buriul of
Benjamin Wells, Master of the Free School, in 1780.

He was followed by John Horncastle in 1780 or 1781, For
much information about him we are indebted to Mrs, Turner of
Bristol, a descendant of the Horncastle family, who 15 making an
extensive research into the history of the family, and has been
kind enough to send information. John Horncastle was born in
1743; in a petition of 1763 concerning his deceased cousin’s estate
he is described as Schoolmaster of Romford, although of what
school 1 have been unable to ascertain. It seems also that he was
engaged in corn husiness in Romford Market; he later took up
farming at West Thurrock, but not very successfully because there
is evidence of a sale in 1780 of household furniture, live and dead
stock, farming utensils and the like. Shortly after this sale he came
ta the Charity School as master at £40 per annum. He too, like
Wells before him, was a very busy man, In 1783 he became Church
Clerk at Grays for £2 10s. per annum; he was also Church Clerk
to West Thurrock for £5 per annum; he was bailiff to the Com-
missioners of Sewers; he collected the rents for the Trust, kept the
accounts, and acted as Clerk to the Trustees. There 15 some evi-
dence from the Harncastle correspondence that John Horncastle
only received twenty pounds salury for the first six and a half
years of his office; and there is an entry in the account book 1n
1787 which seems to support this view, because the Trustees then
agreed to pay him the full forty pounds. Whether he always re-
ceived it or not is still not clear; a letter from the Vicar of Grays
to the Archdeacon of Essex written in January 1808 guotes the
Master’s stipend as twenty pounds. But perhaps the Vicar wrote
in ignorance, being more concerned in his letter with his rheuma-
tism and ague than with education in the parish,

John Haorncastle died in 1B15 after some thirty-five years in
office. Hiz records give invaluable evidence about the school. He
seems to have been responsible for the copy of the original Trust
Deed which appears in the 1786 Account book. His accounts make
interesting reading: we get some idea of the cost of coal, and of
minor jobs about the school; the fence round the master’s house
seems to have been continually damaged perhaps it was too near
the old workhouse-—and the Trustees seem to have objected to
paying for its repair. Clothes were bought at intervals for some
of the boys, Numlbuzr's and names of boys who were brought before
the Trustees for examination are also recorded; the names indicate
that some of their descendants still live in the Thurrock area. The
lowest number of boys brought forward is six and the highest ten.
In this connection, the letter of the Vicar quoted above i3 of
interest; he states that twelve were attending in 1808, and that
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some boys were attending on payment of fees. How long this prae-
tice had been in existence and what numbers were involved is not
known. The practice had no legal validity but it foreshadowed
what was to come,

The next fifty years ‘cover an interesting period of expansion
and is slightly better documented. For a brief period of a few
months a John Blaker was in charge of the school—he seems to
have been a senior pupil acting until the new master was appoint-
ed. The Trustees appointed William Horncastle, the son of Jolin
Horncastle, in 1815; and [ will have more to say about him later
on. One very human condition of his appointment was that he was
to keep the fence of the master’s house in good repair—perhaps
the trustees were thinking of arguments with his father. He re-
mained in office until 1848; the Horncastle family were thus in
charge of the school and the work connected with the trust for an
almost unbroken period of sixty-eight years,

Throughout this period the master seems to have run the
school and conducted the charity very much as he wished. This
state of affairs was not uncommon at the time. Indeed, some of the
Charity Commissioners Reports during the nineteenth century make
very interesting reading. In the case of one well-known endowed
school, the master managed to reduce the number of scholars to
one, and to save himself further trouble, paid an usher to teach
the boy, while he himself drew the revenues, The Charity schaol
at Grays avoided this fate. The Charity Commissioners Report
dated approximately 1836 gives this information about the school.
It recites the history of various properties of the Trust; and I do
not intend to go into these details except to make the point that the
income had risen and that more money was available. The Report
statesi—

The school is situate in West Field, abutting on the Churchyard;
it is in good repair and capable of helding fifty hoys: the dwelling
of the Schoolmaster is & good-sized house at the entrance of the town,
and s in wery good tenantable repair, The Schoolmaster, William
Horncastle, was clected by the Trustees to succeed his [ather twenty-
one years age atr a salacy of £40, and has subscquently received an
increase of £20 for 10 additional bt:-:,?b‘, making a total of Twenty hoys
on the foundation.

There are four children elothed by the funds of this charicy, the
dress of each consisting of & blue cost, trousers and waistcoat, two
shirts, two pairs of stockings, a pair of shoes and a leathern cap.

We are left to wonder how it was that the Commissioners
thought the schoolhouse would hold fifty; nor do we know when
the number of boys was increased.

However, all was not well with the httle school. As with so
many trusts, many of the original practices had died out. The Lord
of the Manor had not exercised his right of nomination; nor
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apparently were the accounts of the charities put before the Church-
wardens and Overseers as laid down in the original trust. In the
1830°s an agitation led by Mr. Richard Meeson began for the
practice to be resumed. No doubt they were also inspired by the
general spirit of the time which was demanding more and more
educational facilities for the poor, The great work being done by
the British and Foreign School Society and the National Society
had been brought to the attention of a reluctant government, and
no doubt some of the enthusiasm had reached Grays. The result of
the agitation was a petition to the Court of Chancery in 1844
concerning the regulation of the Trust and the conduct of the
school. The petition throws much hight on the school. Here is an
extracti—

“That the Trustees of the said Charity have for several years past
paid ta the Schoolmaster the stipend of Sixty pounds a year besides
his having the use of the Schoalmaster’s House and for several years
past there have usually been about 20 children as free Scholars in the
said School who have been laught sometimes by the son of the said
Schoolmaster and sometimes by the said Schoolmaster himself to read
and write and cast accounts only and no instruction whatever in-the
Latin tongue has for many years past been given at the said school
and the present Master is not competent to give such instruction and
until lately he has not constantly attended in the said school and has
not usually personally instructed the children and it = desirable that
some arrangement ghould be made for providing instruction in the
Latin tongue and cxtending and improving the system of education
at the school”

The petition went on to ask for a return to the earlier prac-
tices of the Trust and to ask for a new Trust Deed. The outcome
of the petition was an Order which appointed a number of
new trustees and empowered the Trustees to increase the number
of scholars to thirty-five, and later perhaps to fAfty. It was soon
clear that the old schoolhouse could not accommodate these num-
bers and in 1848 the Trustees met to consider plans for the erec-
tion of a larger schoolhouse next to the Master’s house in Oursett
Road. The buildings went up very quickly and the school moved.
What happened to the old school 1s problematical; the Railway
Company seem to have obtained possession of the site and paid
nothing for it!

William Herncastle retired in 1848, Whether he knew any
Latin or not, he was clearly a man of ™ sober life and conversa-
tion™; the entries about him in his second wife's diary are deeply
moving. But he was also a busy man of many affairs; perhaps they
cxplain the absences to which the Churchwardens took exception.
What he did as a young man is not known; he obviously thought it
sufficiently important to warrant being fined £10 for refusing to
serve in the Militia. In 1811 he described himself as “gentleman™

37



THE SECOND PALMER'S 5CHOOL ADJOINING THE SCHOOLMASTER'S HOUSE

i8

From an eriginal sketch by the late . M. Shiner, Esg.



when he entered into partnership with Samuel Benson of Stifford,
coal merchant, on payment of £400, Where he obtained this large
sum 18 4 mystery. In 1818, three years after his appointment to the
school, he describes himself as coal merchant when entering into
partnership with William Long, victualler; this partnership was
dissolved in 1821, What else he did, apart from teaching, for the
next twenty-seven years 1s not known; he was recommended for
Postmaster in 1841 at £16 per annum and presumably acted as
such,

For the next ten years there was a rapid succession of Masters
until the oppomntment of John M. Rigge in 1858 —he continued us
Master unul 1893, Thomas Hall 1848; Thomas Dermer and James
Ward 1850; Edward Dearman 1851; Charles Prince 1852; Rev.(?)
J. Benington and N, Hukley Torre 1857; Mr. Wilson 1858—all
were appointed in quick succession and some took office. None are
of any interest except Benington—and he for no academic virtues.
A well authenticated account states that shortly after his appoint-
ment, Benington was recognised as an ex-convict by a Grays
quarryman, also an ex-convict, and greeted as “ Black Harry ™.
What crime he had committed is unknown; what is certain is that
immediately after this encounter, Benington left the district.

During Rigge's régime the school underwent many changes.
In 1856 the Trustees were empowered to accept fee-paying stu-
dents; the buildings were enlarged shortly afterwards and numbers
went up considerably, However, a number of factors united to pro-
duce a revolutionary change. There was an ever increasing demand
for education for the children of the rising middle class brought
into existence by the Industrial Revolution. New schools were being
founded, and the position of the old endowed schools came under
review before Parliament in the 1860's, Moreover, many of the
leases of the property owned by the trust had by now expired and
been replaced by more lucrative leases; so much so that the Trus-
tees felt that the time was ripe to establish some form of higher
education from the funds of the charity. They therefore asked the
Commissioners appointed under the Endowed Schools Act of 1869
to draw up a new scheme for the administration of the Trust,
Some local opposition was met because it was felt that a charity
set up for the poor of Grays was being diverted for the needs of
the middle class. The Commissioners won the day and in 1871 the
new scheme came into force,

The term Trustees now vanished and the term Governors fook
its place. The Governing Body was to consist of sixteen people;
the Vicar of Grays and the Parishioners’ Churchwarden, a Justice
of the Orsete Petty Sessional Division, the Chairman of the Orsett
Board of Guardians were to be ex-officio members: four members
were to be elected by parents of children in the school and there
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were to be eight co-opted members. A very different body indeed
from the original Trustees. Two schools were to ks provided; the
Boys' School for 40 boarders and 100 day scholars: the Girls®
School for 25 boarders and 30 day scholars. Fees were fixed at
£3 a year for tuition and £30 a year for boarding. The list of sub-
jects to be taught raised the type of education well above the ele-
mentary level. The Governors were empowered to grant Scholar-
ships or Exhibitions to children from elementary schools in Gravs
or adjacent parishes on the results of competitive examinations, at
reduced fees or without any fee so Jong as the number of such
Foundation Scholars did not exceed one-fifth of the total numbers
of scholars at the schoal, As far as T am aware, the scheme did not
fix a minimum number of such scholars. One interesting point of
the scheme is worth mentioning; for the first time the schoal is
referred to as Palmer's School or Pilmer’s Endowed School: what-
ever correspondence I have seen up to this date speaks of the
Charity School or the Free School.

The new Governors quickly ser fo work. The new Boys'
School opened in 1874 and the Girls' School in 1876. Rigge con-
tinwed as Headmaster. In 1884 there were 46 boys and 36 girls
on the roll; in 1890 the number of boys reached 67 but dropped to
43 in 1893, The great majority on both sides were boarders.

There are in existence some personal records of life at the
school during Rigge's headmastership. W. A. Brown wrote in 1923
an account of the Orsett Road School which he went to in 1860,
He became a pupil teacher there at the ripe age of twelve years and
six months, and served as such for two years and a quarter at the
salary of 36 shillings a quarter. Unfortunately his account, while
being rich in anecdote, tells us nothing of the curriculum. We
gather that Rigge was helped by a succession of assistant masters:
and that Rigge was a strict disciplinarian. According to Mr. Brown.
there were about 80 or 90 pupils in 1860; 127 in 1867: of these,
forty had free tuition. The free boys had to perform various chores;
keeping the school clean, lighting fires, and generally doing menial
work. Some of them were given clothing, My grandfather, who
attended the school from 1837 till 1859, told me nothing of these
duties— perhaps they were innovations of Rigge. The boys, other
than free boys, paid from 3d. to 1/- a week according to their
parents’ income.

For the period of Rigge in the new school, there are two lively
accounts which I quote extensively, An anony.ous account of the
school in 1884-86, obviously written by a hoarder, should be given
in full if space would permit. Furnishings were spartan indeed;
nocturnal feasts were held in the dormitories if the masters could
be avoided; * honour ™ was demanded of all bovs and taken very
seriously. I now quote-—
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“WWe were taught no science or handicrafts, they were never
mentioned. There was no library for us to turn to for reading. We
had to provide our own story books and reading matter —we never
saw i newspaper and we were never told anything political or what
was going on in the world , . . There were a few day-boys ad-
mitted to the School who Lived in Grays . . . Lvery Sunday morn-
ing we paraded for Church in our neatr Eton Suits, white collars,
striped trousers and mortar boards with coloured tassel . . . The
little boys' letters were always censored . . . We always had to
write our address as Crays College . . . There were no special
examinations apart from school examinations, No boy ever worked
for Matriculation. Thie had to be done by private coaching after
he had left school . . . No effort was made to find out what a boy
was destined for, and parents were never asked. The school was
simply a happy, fairly com fortable home, with lessons to keep us
occupied and quiet.”™ The writer speaks with great love of Mrs.
Rigge and with great respect of Mr. Rigge.

Another personal account begins at 1887. " . . . : you might
have called us prisoners as we only left school twice a year to play
Footer or Cricket: . . . never visited the town . . . Rigge was a
decent sort and dida't smash into us. . . . We didn’t study for
Exams or Scholarships . . . We called the school Grays College
. Crib-aided, we strove to learn about Caesar’s doings and to
understand Euclid’s reasonings . . . We numbered say 45 boarders
and 15 day boys, We never saw the girls.”

Oddly enough, there seems to be little information about
Rigge. He was clearly a man of honesty and learning and much
respected. My impression is that he was aiming at developing the
school as a public school and divorcing it from the life of Grays.
There is no evidence of his taking any part in local affairs; and
the tenor of the two accounts I have quoted is that he even wished
to drop the name of Palmer. So much of his income as Headmaster
was derived from fees and boarding profits that it is not surpris-
ing that he pushed that side as far as possible. It is a pity thut not
more is known of him: the name Grays College was certainly his
invention, The word college has survived; indeed, when I went
to the school in 1921, it was always referred to as the College or
as Palmer's College.

It seems to have taken the residents of Grays some time to
realise that the Palmer’s Charity was not being used to the interest
of Grays residents only. No doubt they would have continued in
ignorance but for the fact that the rapid expansion of Grays, due
to the railway and the advent of Tilbury Docks, made the Elemen-
tary Schools in the New Road inadequate, led to the bulding of
Quarry Hill School, and brought about the creation of a Local
School Board which demanded a heavy education rate. The cry
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went up that money left for the education of the poor of Grays
had been diverted to the education of people from outside the area
and a long and acrimonious dispute followed. Eventually in 1891
a representative of the Charity Commissioners met the Grays
School Board and the Local Board (the forerunner of the Urban
District Council) to discuss the matter. Some members of the
School Board were fairly moderate in their demands; they asked
mainly for an increase in the number of places which could be
filled from the Foundation; others led by Herbert Brooks and his
father wanted a radical alteration. They argued that the school site
and buildings should be sold; that any outstanding debts be paid
off and the remaining capital sum and revenues of the charity
should be used for lowering the general education rate. Had they
had their way, the school would have ceased to exist; but fortu-
nately the Commissioner refused to listen to their demands. At the
same time however, the Essex County Council made it known that
some of the so called * Whasky Money ™ was available for the pur
pose of developing technical education; and a conference took place
between the Governors of the school and representatives of the
Local Board to consider asking for a share for Grays, and the
school seemed to be the obvious centre for the development of
5-1[‘.']'1 WUF]‘L.

The outcome of these two currents of opinion was a4 new
scheme of administration for the school which became operative
in 1893, Briefly the scheme made provision for much more local
control of the school; ten of the 15 Governors were representative
of local interests and the remaining five were to be co-opted by
them. The property was vested in the Ofhcial Trustees of Charit-
able Lands; the income from the Trust, then something hike £830,
was to be used for educational purposes apart from a minor
charity. There was to be a day and boarding schocl for boys and
another for girls. The minimum age of entry was to be seven years
and the maxitum age was to be fAfteen, which could be raised to
sixteen on the Headmaster’s recommendation, The curriculum was
fairly wide; including guaintly enough, the possibility of instruc-
tion in Navigation and Land Surveying. There were to be ten
scholarships and exhibitions for boys and six for girls after 1894.

Minor alterations to this scheme, which lie outside the scope
of my story, were made later bur the scheme remained substan-
tially the same until that drafred after the 1944 Act, a scheme
which has many unfortunate features, and the implications of
which were unknown te many old students, just as the mmplica-
tions of the 1871 scheme were not reahised by the then Grays
residents,

In view of the impending change of control which obviously
meant a change of policy, Rigge resigned in 1892 but continued in
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olhce until 1893 when George H, Silverwood was appointed, The
next twenty years saw an onprecedented expansion. The develop-
ment of technical education, and the plans being made for the
provision of secondary education which culminated in the Educa-
vion Act of 1902 made a progressive policy possible. And there
can be no doubt but that © Gaff 7 Silverwood, as he was affection-
ately known to generations of Palmer's boys until his retirement
in 1918, was the right man in the right place at the right time.
Under his leadership, the numbers of boys grew from 45 in 1893
to 287 in 1918. Assisted by financial aid from the Local authorities
large extensions of premises were made. By 1900 new classrooms,
a physics luboratory, a gymnasium and a swimming bath were
added. In 1907 more class rooms, more laboratory accommodation,
technical instruction rooms, and the Art room were added in addi-
tion to the acquisition of a playing field. The history of further
expansion after 1918 is given elsewhere in this book,

Similarly, life in the School in those days is the subject of
another article and T will restrict my comments. It is sufficient to
gay that under Silverwood the school took its place as one of the
leading schools in Essex. By his keen interest in local affairs, the
headmaster gave the school a position of prominence in local affairs;
but he also wisely fed the school from outside and it never became
parochial, The Michael Sadler Report of 1905 on the position and
needs of higher education in Essex speaks in glowing terms of the
school. " Palmer’s Endowed School has already conferred great
benefits on the area which it serves, It has now been decided to
extend its buildings and sphere of work in order that it may be-
come the centre of secondary education (including the instruction
of pupil teachers) for the whole district and for evening classes in
art and science for Grays, When these extensions are complete the
range of its public usefulness will be considerably widened. The
energy and organising skill which have been shown in the develop-
ment of this foundation reflect great credit on all concerned, and
not least upon Mr, Silverwood, who, helped by the warm suppaort
of the Governors and of the leading residents in Grays, has raised
the number of the boys' school during the twelve wears of his
headmastership from 43 to 138, and commands the confidence of
all who are interested in the development of secondary education
in the town.”

My account must end in 1918, I find it difficult to end a story
which is not complete and which 15 still developing; and in fair-
ness | omust refrain from too much comment on recent changes
under which the school, in my opinion, has virtually became just
another part of secondary education in Essex, lost its autonomy,
and bids fair to lose connection with the past other than through
name. At least, at the time my story ends, we can rejoice that the
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parochial attitude which existed in 1871 and again in 1893 did
not win the day; and that after two hundred years of wvicissitude
and change, the small foundation begun by William Palmer had
risen to a position of prestige and importance. The omission of
William Palmer in not naming his school to commemorate his
memory has ben rectified; and thousands of men throughout these
slands and the world remember his name when thinking back with
love and respect to the school which proudly bears the name of
Palmer's School.

2. THE SCHOOL BUILDINGS
by J. R. HAYSTON, M.A.

HE precise instructions which Willlam Palmer laid down for
the buwlding of his school give us detailed information of
its dimensions and an adequate picture of its general appearance,
but it 15 very difhicult to fix its position on the ground at the pre-
sent time. Gyfford was guilty of some artistic licence, for the school
did not stand so close to the church as it would appear to do from
the engraving made from his drawing; the tithe map of the parish
of Grays Thurrock (1840) makes this clear. It is probable that the
school lay in the wvicinity of the present Church Path, extending
to the ground of the stationmaster’s house, since the Trustees later
sought, without success, compensation from the Railway Company
for the site.

There has recently come to light a plan and builders’ specifi-
cations for the erection of a ** National School © in Grays, 1848.
Examination of the plan, together with internal evidence from the
specifications, leaves not the slightest doubt that this was the ori-
ginal Architect’s drawing for the building of the second Palmer’s
School adjoining the Master’s House which stood next to the
“Green Man 7 in Orsett Road. Why, then, was the plan entitled
A National School 77 There was, in 1846, a National School
attended by 63 infants in a building not held on any legal title
{probably in West Street); and National Sunday Schools in which
the girls assembled in the Infants schoolroom ** where the teachers
reside ¥ and the boys in * the Chanty Schoolroom ", But the first
National School to be built in Grays, was that erected in New
Road in 1873. I suggest that in 1848, at a time when no local
schools were rate-aided, that there was so little distinction between
a school for the ™ poor boys ™ of the parish drawing its income
from a charitable endowment, and schools for infants (and later,
girls) maintained by the voluntary subscriptions of a Church of
England Society that one name covered them all; and no doubt
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this impression was fostered, in the first place by the fact that ?Jn‘.
" Charity School ™ lay within the shadow of the Church supporting
the National Schools: secondly by the fact that there seemed to
be, for some years, a personal connection between the two schools,
for in 1859 the Post Office Directory gives, under the title of
" Public Schools " in Grays Thurrock.

National: Mrs. Eliz. D. Rigge, Mistress.

Palmer's Free Grammar: John Rigge, Master.

1 Kirst Palmer’s School
2 Gmys Farish Church
3 Vicara

4 The latn.r MNew: Eﬂac{

THE FIRST PALMER S SCHOOL
From the Tighe Map 1840

In the Post Office Directory of 1862, the former is more closely
defined as the Nutional School for Girls, and Miss Annie Simmons
was Mistress,

The Trustees met in June, 1848, to consider this plan, and their
decision is recorded in the following minute:

The Erection of & New Schoal Room adjoining or near to the Mascer’s
House was considereedd, and the plan produced by Mr. Rd, Meeson, pre-
pared by Mr Hugh Smith, was laid before the meeting, Mr. Mecson was
requested to communicate with My, Smith for the Purpose of having some
frezh plans made.
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The architects’ original proposal was estimated to cost £193
and was apparently too expensive, for his second plan, which was
approved on 4th August, 1848, was estimated at £144 7s,, though
additional fittings brought the tu-l:.:l bill to £165 11s The Ln[1rr=1ctm

wias Alfred Cribb, a bricklayer of (:I.L}rq. and William  Binder,
deseribed in White's Directory as * builder and undertaker ™ of

' S&no’:manshzrs House
2 Second Fhlimer's School [ﬂdig
3 Exkengion 1856

4 The Green Man

[

THE SECOND PALMER'S SCHOOL
From the Ordnance Survey Map 1862-4

Orsett. The specifications accompanying the first plan authorized
the contractors to demolish the old school and make use of the
materials, so that it probably disappeared as the second buildmg
wWent up.

Two factors were now exercising a decisive influence: in the
first place the income from the endowment was growing, enabling
the Trustees to admp* a forward-looking palicy; in the second, the
population was growing, exerting a pressure for increased facili-
ties for popular education, Accordingly on 3th November, 1833,
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the Trustees made application to the Charity Commissioners for
permission to extend the buildings and admit fee paying pupils.
The work was completed within the next year, and a minute of
I 1th November, 1856 recorded:

The accounts of the Buidding Committer were examined and allowed,
from which it appeared that £151.11.2 had been expended in building the
additional Schoal Room and £40.15.4 in improving the old School Room
and in fittings and other necessary expenses,

Nevertheless the Trustees had gone further than their resources
would permit and the extensions were only completed through
timely aid from Richard Meeson, one of their number, who sUp-
plied the builder with bricks, lime and tiles on credit and whe did
not receive payment for a further five years. In 1857, 2 well was
sunk near the Master’s house and a pump installed in his kitchen,
sanitary offices were built for the use of the boys, and a part of
the Master’s garden was converted into a playground. That com-
pleted the building with which we are familiar from the attractive
sketch made by the late C. M. Shiner.

The fateful events following the passing of the Endowed
Schools Act of 1869 which led to the decision te establish an
" Upper ™ or Secondary school for both boys and girls do not con-
cern us here; but the Governors—who took the place of the Trus-
tees—began to look round for a suitable site for a new school.
Negotiations were begun with W, T. Meeson for a site at the corner
of Hogg Lane; and then with James Theobald for three acres of the
eight-acre ™ Great Anchor ™ Field—which lay opposite the second
school. Let us permit ourselves the speculation that we might have
found ourselves today on the site of the Police Station, or Quarry
Hill Bchool, or even competing with the roar and * hideous hum
of the L.P.T.B. garage. However these negotiations fell through,
and the Governors eventually bought, at £250 an acre, a small feld
of three and a half acres, called the * White Post Field ™ from Mr.
Ingram. The site of the present school then lay in open country,

The new buildings (of which a Mr. Maples was Architect, and
Messrs. Darby and Sons the Contractors) were begun in 1873 and
the Boys' School was opened in 1874; the Guirls’ School, however,
was not completed ull 1876, praobably because of financial difficul-
ties, for the Governars had to realise some investments and mort-
gage the new buldings for £4,000 to meet their commitments of
some £5, 500,

The original scheme of 1870 envisaged a Boys' School provid-
ing for 40 boarders and 100 day scholars, and a Girls® School for
25 boarders and 30 day scholars, but it is evident that for some
time nothing like these numbers were attained, and the accommo-
dation was not stretched to capacity. In 1884 there were 46 bows
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and 36 girls on the roll; in 1893 only 45 boys; in both cases the
majority were boarders.

The original school consisted of what we should now call the
South Front, with the houses of the Headmaster and Headmistress
in the centre (“Very commodious buildings”, says the prospectus of
1910, * with spacious and airy dormitories, one 34 x 18 x 16 feet,
the other 38 x 19 x 15 feet, smtable lavatories, etc. erected on an
elevated and healthy situation, commanding extensive views of the
River Thames and the Kent Hills™). We have an account of the
buildings in these early days from a boarder of the period 1884-6,
who wrote:

The School is a fine large building in red brick relieved with white
stone; imposing and wonderful te us boys. It was divided into two parts—
one part was the boys’, the other for the girls. They were absalutely two
different and scparate schools, The ouiside of the school leoked more
steractive than did the interior, for inside the place was bare and uninviting,

The big schoolroom was large, aivy and well lit, bare to a Spartan
degree—nothing was in the room but the long wooden, unpainted and
unvarnished desks and forms and a big cupboard for books—no pictures of
any kind adorned the walls; there were no radiators, no Fas, no central
heating, but a smzll coke five in the winter, and hanging oil lamps: curiously
cnough we as boys never noticed or complained of the evident discomfort
rtnll MRty f'l.rrrlir-hing. A dl}[]r |!li.! aut frﬂm l.hﬂ E-‘:]'ln‘]1rl;]f?m ||'|.t|:'l :l'l.c :L'I.Ek"
shop or box room, and from there into the playground. Through this door
we left or entered the schoel, while another door led into a small class
room, and a third door into the maim hall, headmaster’s study, passages to
the private apartments, and stairs to the dormitories. The dormitories were
like the schaolroom below, bare of furniture or decoration, only the little
iron beds and a stelp of carpet at the side of each bed—nothing more: There
were two dormitories, one for the big boys and one for the little ones | . .

But not all people were impressed by the Victorian facade of
this * fine large building 7. In the very acrimonious discussions of
1891 when an attempt was made to divert the funds of the Charity
to the School Board, one of the representatives of the latter said
“ that the present buildings were badly constructed, constantly
needing repair, and that if he had to administer the Charity as
Chairman of the School Board, he should not like to have the
present buildings hung round his neck ™

The wear 1893 may be marked down as the beginning of a
great era of expansion. The imitial impetus probably came from the
possibility of outside aid, when the Government turned owver
* Whisky Money ™ to County Councils to assist in the develop-
ment of technical education. Local disputes were amicably settled
with the promulgation by the Queen in Council of a ** Scheme for
the administration of the Foundation known as the School founded
by William Palmer 7 whereby local interests were more adequately
represented on the Governing body. In the same year, G, H.
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Silverwood was appomted Headmaster on the inauguration of the
new scheme,

The first fruits were quickly seen, for in 1894, a Science Lec-
ture Room and Chemical Labroatory were erected and the "sanitary
arrangements of the whole building were remodelled on the maost
approved system "—a somewhat lyrical expression of the fact that
the school drainage was linked with the public sewerage system
recently created by the local authorities, A Sanitorium followed in
1895 * affording complete isolation in the case of any outbreak of
infectious disease ', It was a detached building on the other side of
Chadwell Road and 1s the present house of the caretaker of the
Boys' School. In the same year, the Headmaster rented the adjoin-
ing field, and, later acquiring the freehold, sold it to the Governors
in 1907, It is the present school cricket field.

The last two years of the old century witnessed considerable
building. The existing science rooms were extended eastward by
the addition of the Physics laboratory and a Swimming Bath which,
when boarded over, also served as 4 Gymnasium, The west wing
began to take shape with the erection of two classrooms, with a
dormitory over, fitted with cubicles for senior boys. At the same
time, the hot water system of heating was installed * radistors being
fixed, not only in the schoolroom, classrooms and laboratories. but
also 1n the dormitories . But this took time, and the work was not
finished till 1900, There is a suggestion that before the installation
of apparatus for heating the water in the bath, swimming may have
been a spartan exercize. An account of Speech Day in the * Penny
Hlustrated News ™ of 1899 is illustrated by a photograph of the
bath, with boys neatly lined along the diving platform, and mous-
tached gentlemen (whom I take to be masters) formally grouped
in the water. And in the middle of the south wall is an open fire
grate! A similar photograph published in the Girls' School pros-
pectus shows the young ladies decorously arranged and decently
submerged to the neck!

Apart from the installation of electric light in 1902, no further
construction tock place until 1906-7 when there were extensive
alterations and additions. What were at that time known as the
" New Technical Buildings ™ but what we should know as the
Science Block was completed with the addition of another Chemis-
try laboratory, Woodwork room, Art room, and classrooms, Mr,
C. M. Shiner was the architect. The Science Block as then con-
structed remains unaltered to this day, though there have been
mternor modifications; the partition walls of two upstairs class
rooms, for example, have been removed to provide a junior labora-
tory, and a classroom next to the Woodwork room has been adapted
as a Biology laboratory. The remaining classrooms were housed 1in
a small wing of two rooms running from the main school hall at
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that time, parallel to the west wing. The eastern wall of this wing
would approximately coincide with the west wall of the present
all.

The school us it then appeared will be known to all pupils
who attended from that date to the early 1930° To the extreme
wiest lay the compact Technical Block, almoest linked to the main
buildings by the Physics laboratory and Swimming Bath. The main
school block, containing the school hall, dormitories, dining hall
and Headmaster’s house now had a west wing of three classrooms,
with the senior dormitory above, and a smaller wing of two class-
rooms. Bevond that, to the east, lay the orchard and the Head-
master’s garden, and beyond that—the forbidden territory of the
Girls’ School.

Miss Braimbridge, in her essay, has traced the story of the
Girls' School buildings. Certain rooms. were, of course, common
to both schools—laboratories, Are Room, Swimming Bath-com-
Gymnasium—were used by both boys and girls though not, of
course, co-educatiomally. The south block was continuous, linked
to the boys school by the Headmistress's house, and containing the
mivls” schoal hall and the boarding establishment. Broadly speaking,
there was an extension of the girls’ school parallel to that of the
boys' school, all the additional buildings developing into the east
wing we know today, and all being completed by 1913, Apart from
structural alterations necessary to convert to the use of the bays'
school what had previously been adapted to the curriculum of
girls, this wing remans unaltered to this day.

The rest of the story does not properly belong to the first two
hundred years, but the provision of ever-expanding accommadation
to meet the needs of an ever-increasing school population is a
continuovs one, and it would be well to bring it up-to-date here.

The outhreak of the 1914-18 war put out of mind all ideas
of further extension: but its end created most difficult problems, The
provision of additional accommodation was vital: but building costs
were prohibitive. Accordingly, a temporary solution was found in
the acquisition of army huts, erected i both the boys’ and girls
playgrounds. But who can define * temporary 77 These huts later
did yeoman service during the reconstruction of the boys™ school,
thereafter they served as storercoms until continually expanding
numbers necessitated their being pressed into service again, One
hue in the east plavground sull provides three classrooms and looks
remarkably permanent; they are by no means the least attractive
clussrooms in the school, though the heating is primitive, The other
hut 1= now in the process of conversion to a Refectory providing
full clubroom facilities for boys, and for meetings of school societies.

The story of the properties which Palmer left in his Trust
Deed 15 a fascinating one in itself. The little property in Lombard

£3]



Street survived till 1918 when Barclay's Bank, which had acquired
properties on both sides, induced the Gavernors to sell for no less
than £15,000. This money enabled them to purchase 21 acres of
land, some three-quarters of a mile to the east of the existing
school, fronting Chadwell Road. Herbert Brooks ended his chapter
on the development of the school with a hint of the hope that on
that site might rise a new school for the girls of Palmer's School.
In 1929 he was himself to lay the foundation stone of that new
school, and within two years there had been completed the build-
ings of the school and Hostel with which we are now familiar,

The exodus of the girls made available the whole of the exist-
ing school for bays, but it was now due for major reconstruction.
This work was begun in 193} to the plans of the County Architect,
Mr. Stuart, by Messrs. Brown Brothers of Grays and was com-
pleted by 1937 at a total cost of £34,000. Few who knew the school
in those hectic days can forget the experience of trying to conduct
a normal school curriculum while demelitons proceeded all round
us; of constant removals and {mprovisations; of partitions, some-
times of canvas, sometimes a little, but only a little, more sound
proof; of competition with all the notsy paraphanalia of building
construction. The Headmaster, Rev. H. Alldridge Abbott, wrote in
his Year Book for 1934-5:

School successes have been won under difficult and trying conditions.
The east wing, though taken over by the boye in 1931 . . . has since been
in a etate of reconstruction. For the last few years, school work has had to
be carried on amid the noise and dust inseparable from building opera-
tions, and as it was impossible to make a complete and compact scheme of
rebuilding, the work has been sectional and partial, As soon as one set of
classrooms has been completed, another set has been demolished, and the
constant removal of classes and the consequent discomfort and unzettlement
has not been conducive to that continuity of progress so very essential to
school life. Unfortunately this state of affairs is likely to continue for some
time to come. No hall has yet been built, so assemblies have to be held in
the open air—a teuly deplorable state of affairs especially in the winter
Swimming has had to be abandoned owing: to the had state of the roof of
the baths, the “tuckshop ™ has disappeared. there are no changing-rooms,

and there is no supply of drinking witer except one tap in the Playing
Field © ..

But at last the dust was laid, and the new buildings were
officially opened on 18th March, 1937. The outline of the old
schoal wis very largely followed, though the buildings were almost
entirely remodelled in late Georgian style, The south and north
fronts were built in an attractive silver grey brick with artificial
stone n']ressings;; the Hall and t'[LlitdriLnElES, unfﬂ}'t\matd}f, were built
in vellow bricks to harmonise with parts of the original building
which were retained—hbut they are weathering.

What differences would the pre-1930 Old Boy find on revisit-
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ing the School today? Let it be said at once that he will wander
round the Science Block and find little changed, save that his ini-
tials may have been obliterated by coats of paint. He will not lose
his way in the Swimming Bath, though the gymnastic fittings have
gone and he may admire the translucence of the water with im-
proved filtering. He will find the west wing longer than he knew
it, for it has been extended by the addition of cloak rooms below
and a Master's Common Room above. The covered cloister walk
will be strange, though wnthin he will find the same three class-
rooms below; but if he secks the boarding house he might have
known so well, he will find it has been moved to the east wing,
to the quarters once occupied by girl boarders. Where, then, are the
old haunts? If he seeks the dining hall, he will be welcomed into
the study of the Headmaster; and will find the old school hall
converted into two classrooms, If he mounts the staircase to seck
the jumor dormitory, he will be astonished to find himself in a
Library panelled in Indian silver grey wood and containing, per-
haps, more books than he dreamed of. The senior dormitory, he
will discover, has been converted into a couple of attractive class-
rooms where dreamers may still allow their thoughts to float away
with Thames tides; the cubicles, too, are gone. He will walk along
a corridor flanked by three more classrooms, and will be welcomed
at the end inte the Master’s Common Room.

A staircase here will lead him back into the quadrangle, where
he may pass along a corridor linking the east and west wings, paus-
ing on the way to admire the well-appointed gymnasium on the
north side, He may never have been in the east wing before; if he
has, he will find it little changed in appearance.

But he will have noticed a great new structure running north
to south, standing where he used to know the orchard and garden,
and forming, with the south block and the corridor he has just
traversed, two quadrangles between the east and west wings. Here
will be the end of his journey—in the Hall with its gallery, beauti-
fully panelled 1n Austrian oak and ebonised mahogany, with, be-
hind an imposing proscenium surmounted with the armorial bear-
ings of William Palmer, the stage which has already made possible
so much development in the dramatic and musical activities of the
School. Here may he pavse and, if he will, dwell in spirit with those
who gather daily for morning assembly and those hundreds who
have already gone from this place.

We hope he will have enjoyed his pilgrimage.




ONE HUNDRED YEARS AGO

This letter waz written by the late Mr. W, A, Brown (1354-1941) to
Herbert E. Brooks in 1923, It was not, of course, intended for publication
but it has a specinl interest, in this year of commemoration, as prabably the
only extant persomal account of the School nearly one hundred years ago.
W. A, Brown, a¢ his letter shows, was both a pupil and a pupil teacher at
the School before its reconstruction as a place of Higher Bducation, and
wig i Governor of the Schogl . 1903-12,

HESE are the reminiscences of my school days at W, Palmer’s
old school situated in the Orzett Road. One part is now
(1923) occupied by Mr. Fowler, and is used as a greengrocery
business, and the other part as a private dwelling house. The house
adjoining the School where the Head Master resided is now used
as offices by T. Capren and Co,

(The site of these buildings is now occnpied by the new business
premises of the Grays Co-operative Society.)

I first attended the school in September, 1860, when Mr. John
Miles Rigge was Head Master; in fact he was the only master then,
but after [ had been there two or three weeks, Mr. Jennings came
as an aseistant master, and stayed about three years, after which
he left and took an appointment as Head Master at Rainham
school.

Previous to Mr. Rigge was a gentleman named Wilson who
only stayed a few months, and the senior boys told me they liked
him very much as he was very kind to them. Mr. Wilson came to
take the place of one named Benington who was only Master a
few months. I never heard the reason for his leaving from the
school boys, but my father told me that one day they were slack
of work in the old Grays Hall Quarry, and in the afternoon several
of the men were sitting on the boundary wall which ran from East
to West along the Orsett Road; and one of the men who was a
returned convict and who had been sent out of the country for
sheep stealing, recognised Benington and saluted him by saying,
“ Hulla, Black Harry ~ (the name by which he was known to the
convicts). Benington had also been sent out of the country as a
convict. The other also said, * It is somewhat strange we should
meet again . Benington asked him what he was talking about and
he replied, ** You know me very well and what I am talking about ™.
This caused quite a sensation in Grays and more especially so when
it became known that Benington, the returned convict, had ab-
sconded. This news was given me not only by my father but by
two other men whao sat on the wall and heard the conversation
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[ was also told by my father that Benington succeeded Mr. Prince,
who was Head Master about five or six years. There are a few
men in Grays today who attended the school when Prince was
Master, and 1 well remember the senior hoys telling me what a
strict master he was, He used to use an ash stick to punish the
boys with, and the boys composed a rough piece of poetry about
him which I give (as far as my memory serves me)

Mr. Prince isa very good man

He tries to teach vs what he can

To read and write, and arithmetic cram
But he never forgets to use the Ash stick
And when he does he makes us dance

Out of England into France,

I have heard my father speak about Mr., Horncastle who was
Head Master of the School situated on the ground which is now
used as the Church Path, He also told me about the other Masters
after Mr, Horncastle gave up teaching, down to the time of Mr.
Prince's being apponted, but I cannot remember the names. Those
I have given are still fresh in my memory because the senior boys,
who had been attending the school several years before [ went,
often told me about them,

There was only one Head Master at the School during my
schoal days, he being there twe years previous to my going, and
he remained until the school closed, after which he went to the
College. The names of the assistants were Messrs. Jennings,
Adkinson, Svkes, MacKmght, Chitty, Sowray. Mr, Chitty waz the
first master to introduce the Tonic Sol Fa system of singing at the
school; previous to that, Mr. Rigge taught by the old Notation,

Mr. MacKnight used to cause a lot of fun with the boys by
his brogue. He would call out to a boy who was disobedient, " I'll
be giving the forty lines directly 7. which meant that the boy was
tor stay behind after school hours and write the lines.

This brings me now to the pericd when Pupil Teachers were
engaged.

During the time Mr. Chitty was asaistant Master, Mr. Rigge
asked for help in the school, and was instructed by the Trustees
to select a boy from Class IA, which he did; and Francis Golden
(brother of the late John Golden) was appointed. He stayed about
ane year as Pupil Teacher, and then left to join his father in the
building trade. During that time | had passed from Class 1 to Class
[A; then it was [ was appointed as Pupil Teacher at the age of
twelve vears and six months and stayed wll Christmas 1868, serv-
ing 2 years and 3 months, 1 then left and went as a Clerk to Mr.
G. W. Turp, Manager of the Quarries,

I should like to state my reason for leaving the school. T had
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been promised by the Vicar of Grays (Mr, Richards) that T would
be sent to College to be trained as a Teacher, but, he failing to keep
his promise, my parents were compelled to take me away to help
earn my own living. As a Pupil Teacher I received the magnificent
sum of 30/- per quarter, to which Mr. Rigge added 6/6 per quarter.
Thus you will see it was not a great sum to maintain a growing lad on.

In case you may think it strange to select a Pupil Teacher
from Chiss 1A, [ ought to point out that our School was num-
bered in the reverse way to the present day schools; our lowest class
was numbered 6, the highest Class TA,

I should like to point out that when I first attended the school,
there were about 80 or 90 boys attending, and as Grays grew in
population so the school numbers increased. The highest number [
ever remember was in the year 1867 when we reached 127; this
was during the time 1 was teaching.

In the year 1860 we used to have half day holidays on Wed-
nesdays and Saturdays but this was altered at the end of 1860 to
attend all day Wednesday and to have holiday all day Saturday.

Hours in Summer: 9—I12 a.m.

i—5 pm,
Hours in Winter: 9—12 am.
2—4.30 pm.

Holidays: August, | month
Christmas, 2 weeks
Good Friday, & day.
The school was managed by the Trustees whose names were,
as far as | can remember them, in 1860,

Rev. (0. Theobald, Vicar of Grays Parish Church
Rev. E. €. Lethbridge, Vicar of West Thurrock Church
Rev. W, Palin, Rector of Stifford Church.,
Richard Meeson, Duvals, Grays
M. Rigge, Belmont Castle, Grays
Mr. ]. Seabrooke, Brewery, Grays
(Father of the late C. Seabrooke)
Sir T. B, Lennard, Belhus Park, Aveley
Hon. Lord Petre, Warley
E. B. Wingheld Baker, Orsett

(I am not sure about these last three being Trustees, but I
know they used to come to the School. When Rev. C. Theobald
left Grays Church, Mr, Richards was appointed Vicar and thus
became a Trustee.)

I give the names of the Trustees, because of an incident which
occurred on the 5th of November, which was the day on which the
Trustees held their annual meeting, except when the 5th fell on a
Sunday,
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When 1 mentioned previously the number of boys attending
the school, I omitted to state that forty boys had to be taught free,
a5 was recorded on the stone which was on the wall over the front
doar of the schoal house.

The free boys had to keep the school clean, scrub it
thoroughly three times a year, clean all windows as often as re-
quired, and dust the school in the morning before ¢ am. In the
winter months they had to light the fire and get the School well
warmed before Mr, Bigge came in; if not, the boy in charge was
sure of a warm reception by coming into contact with the strap;
and, to use one of Mr. Rigge's old sayings, " Woe betide you if
this occurs again . Mr. Rigge was very particular to have the
school very clean on the 5th of November ready for the meeting,
hence the school was scrubbed out on the 4th, except one end and
the porch entrance; but the final touches had to be done on the
5th i.e. all the windows cleaned again and the school swept three
times, and if any marks were showing, that part had to be scrubbed
again; the fire lighted, the stove polished, and the steps outside
cleaned and bath-stoned. Well, to finish this, there were about
twelve of the ™ free " lads selected to do the work with the writer
to supervise.

Boys then were the same as today, full of fun and mischief.
I was supposed to unlock the school at 8 am., but the boys asked
me to keep the keys of the school so as to unlock 1t at 5 am. in
order to get the work done and get away by 7 am. I unlocked
the school as arranged with the 12 boys, who all came to ume, and
they were busily engaged when suddenly we had a wisitor, Mr,
Rigge, who at once gave me orders to send the boys home and
return at & a.m, He started his old phrase ™ Woe betide you,” and
while trotting this out we had to our great surprise another visitor,
Mrs. Rigge, who called Mr. Rigge to one side, away from the boys,
and persuaded him to allow them to complete the work, which they
did, and get away by 7 am. I presume you have guessed why the
boys wanted to go so early; it was to go " poping " or " Guying "
as it is now called. After the boys had all gone, and T went to the
Master's house to deliver the keys, Mrs. Rigge said she didn’t mind
the boys coming to do the work early, but did not like being
wakened at such an hour.

Before closing my reminiscences, I will give you the history
of the before-mentioned stone which is now fixed in the seuth of
the present College.

When the school was closed, the stone with the instructions
about the Charity was taken down, removed to the Parish Church
and placed behind the Organ where it remained for some time,
After the present College was built, Grays people woke up from
their slumber and began to ask what was to be done about taking
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the education from the poor and giving it to the rich. In conse-
quence a number of meetings were held and letters sent to the
Grays Gazette which had just started its career. At one of the
meetings it was asked what had become of the stone from the old
school which recorded the gifts to the poor,

No one seemed to know where it had gone, and after the
meeting a man by the name of Joseph Andrews told me where it
wis as he had helped to remove it

Before he would tell me, he made me promise not to divulge
his name while he lived, and I can say that T kept my word. What
[ did do was to go and see Mr. Grimwood and tell him all about
the stone, how it had been taken to the Parish Church from the
Master’s house, and then one night, while the agitation was on, it
had been tuken up to the College and put at the bottom of the
cesspool. Mr. Grimwood at once wrote to the Gazette under the
title of " An Old Charity boy ™, as he told me he used to attend
the school when it was held where some of the present Church
Path 1s now, and he was a free boy; hence his signing as above.
The stone was scon taken out of the Cesspool, cleaned, and put in
its present position on the south side of the College,

[ also remember in the early part of my school days that on
Sundays, after the service was over, some of the old parishioners
used to go into the vestry to receive bread. Coal and coke was also
distributed to these who had the bread. 1 believe the distribution of
bread was stopped in the year 1862 or 1863, but the coal and coke
was given for several years more. I never heard of any gifts after
the old school clozed.

( Coal is still distrituted annaally by the Trustees.)

The free boys had suits of clothes with knee breeches given to
them once a year, but I cannot say how many boys, whether the
whole of the 40 free boys or part. The last boys who had the gift
of clothes were Thomas Tampkins and George Smith, I have seen
Silhouettes of these but have not been successful in obtaining one.

I omitted to state that the boys, except the 40 free ones, paid
3d. per week. In some cases where the parents could afford it, they
paid 1/ per week, If more than one boy attended, one paid 3d.
and one 1/+; when one of the two left the other paid 1/,

In closing my recollections of the old school days, I often
think, when passing the shops of Mr. Pelling, sbout the meadows
where these shops are built, about the battles fought there, this
being the place where all quarrels were settled. A ring was formed
by the lads standing round to see fair play. After it was over, both
the culprits were sure of a warm reception from the strap used by
Mr. Rigge, but the boys never went with tales to the Master. They
alwiys tried to settle quarrels in their own way.
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FIFTY YEARS AGO
by LORD STRANG, G.C.B., G.CM.G., M.B.E.

LMd Palmerian, 12031904
University Callege, London, and the Sarbonne
Permanent Under Secretary of State at the

Foreign Cifice, 1949-53

FIFTY years ago, Palmer's was a modest establishment, modest,
that is, in size and in material equIpment, but not at all madest
in the opinion which it held of itself.

In 19035, there were 138 boys at the School. That may seem to
be small enough when compared with present figures, but it
geemed to us to he pretty considerable then. In the twelve years
gince Mr. Silverwood had taken over the headmastership in 1893,
the numhber had grown from a mere 43, most of them boarders.
By 1918, when Mr. Silverwood retired, the fipure was 187, The
most difficult part of this process was undoubtedly in the early
years. If I may somewhat misapply a famous guotation: Clest fe
premier pas gui cofite. To bring the numbers up from 45, mostly
hoarders, to three times that number, with a majority of day-boys,
must have called for all Mr. Silverwood’s remarkable powers of
will, perseverance and vision. But by 1903, the School was clearly
on the up-grade, and the steady increase in numbers from then
onwards 15 to be attributed in part to the maxim: * Nothing suc-
ceeds like success ™, but also in part to the heavy growth of the
population in the Thames Estuary.

Palmier’s, as we knew it, would seem very small to the hoy
who attends the School today. When T first went there in 1904,
we had only three class-rooms, one each for the fourth, Afth and
sixth forms: a gymnasinm-cum-swimming bath; chemistry and
physics laboratories and a science lecture-room. There were also a
Sanatorium and a " tuck-shop . These had all been built only a
few years hefore. In addition, there was 2 hall in the original main
building, overlooking the headmaster’s lawn on the South front,
which was used for school prayers each morning and for the junior
classes. But within a very few years, more accommodation was
needed: and before [ left school there was another range of class-
rooms in the main school, as well as a large new block in the south
side of the playground, which gave us better equipped science
laboratories, a room for wood-work and a handsome art-room. All
this offered new scope for Mr. Holbeche, the science-master, for
Mr. Connabecr, the art-master, and for Mr, Savage, our technical
instructor,
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I have said that the School in those days had a good conceit of
itself: so0 it had, and with justice. In a report to the Essex County
Council in 1905, Professor {afterwards, Sir) Michael Sadler said
(in part) :—" Palmer's Endowed School has already conferred great
benchits on the neighbourhood which it serves . . . the energy and
organising skill which have been shown in the development of the
work of this foundation reflect great credit on all concerned, and
not least upon Mr, Silverwood,”

It will be noted that we called ourselves ™ Palmer’s Endowed
School ™. 1 do not find the word ™ Endowed ™ in contemporary
references to the School (the name now seems to be * Palmer's
School for Boys ™) and if the word has been dropped for other
than mandatory, legal or constitutional reasons, I should be sorry.
It was a good old name which recalled a foundation of which there
wis no need to be ashamed.

In one other formal way there has been a change which I
think to be a change for the better, For its arms, the School has
since adopted the dignified and well-designed Armorial Bearings
of the Founder himself:—" Argent, a lion rampant sable between
three palmer’s staves sable, heads, ends and rests Or."

In our day, the arms were no less topical, but in a geogra-
phical sense. They gave in heraldic terms the address of the
School. T will not attempt to blazon them in heraldic language;
but we were told that the shell meant ™ Palmer’s ™, the three
acorns " Grays Thurrock (Thor's Qak)™, and the sword * Essex ™
It was rather a pedestrian effort.

But what kind of education was it that gained so high a re-
putation for the School?

I am not an expert in education, and I expect that 1 shall
betray this in what follows. I can only set down what I remember,
and say what I think about it in retrospect.

The work of the School was hased essentially upon home-
work. The first part of each period was set aside for the examin-
ation of the previous night's homework, if any, in that particular
subject, Homework was tested in special small books called home-
work examination books. The master gave out either six or ten
guestions, one by one, and we had to write down the answers in
these books. The boys in the back row then brought their books
to the front row and the rest of us passed our books one desk
back. The master gave the correct answers and we marked each
others’ answers, right or wrong. There was a fixed tariff of marks
(3, 4, 3 or 2) for correct answers, and we had to get half of the
answers right to earn any marks at all. The marks so earned were
entered up in diaries which went by the name of " Journals ”. The
weekly aggregate of these marks, together with any marks earned
for essays and other written homework exercises, and marks for
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good conduct, determined our place in form for the ensuing week:
and in order to give significance to this place in form, we were
occasionally made to take lessons standing round the class-room in
due order, and we might gain or lose places in form during such
a lesson by answering or failing to answer guestions put to us by
the master. Homework was a serious business. In the fifth and
sixth forms 1t seldom took me less than two or three hours an
evening to get through it.

Now, there are several things to be said about this system.
The first is that it was designed to stimulate competition to the
highest degree, For the keen scholar, it made life rather a burden.
I am not saying that that is necessarily a bad thing. The second is
that it laid emphasis on precise knowledge within a limited range.
I am not saying that that is a bad thing either. If answers to gues-
tions are to be marked right or wrong by the boys themselves (and
the answers were either nght or wrong—there was no half-way
house), the guestions must be plain and concrete and limited in
scope, This determined both the way in which we learned our
lessons and the way in which the masters taught us. For us, 1t had
the advantage that we knew what we knew; and that what we
knew, we knew well; and that the things that we knew were the
things which, being the kind of bovs that we were, it was most
expedient for us to know. For the masters, it meant a concentra-
tion on the curriculum (the marking system in the headmaster’s
eyes, was a test for them as well as for the boys), to the exclusion
of top many excursions into other fields, The headmaster himself
was a superb teacher and did permit himself, while insisting inex-
orably on the main objective (which was that we should know
our facts), to open up vistas for vs. And Mr. Holbeche, though
not technically a very goed teacher, made chemistry and physics
living subjects which he held could interest us for the rest of our
lives, It is no injustice to my own sixth form master to say that he
was not of this type; and it has always been a matter of regret to me
that I never came under the tuition of Mr. Edwards, a teacher of
rare quality, whose services to Palmer’s have continued in one form
or another to this day, and who 12 now Chairman of the Governors.
[ had already moved beyond the fifth form before he came to the
Schoal,

I do not know what kind of tuition is afforded at Palmer's
School today, but, in point of results in public examinations, which
would ke Mr. Silverwood’s prime test, the School is not inferior
{and that may be an understatement) to the School of ffty vears
ago. Certainly, the proportion of boys going on to the University
is much higher now than it was then. Much may be urged against
education which concentrates on facts as contrasted with a wider
range of wigion, but when I debate this problem with myself, [
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think of a remark made to me by one of my University teachers: he
said that young men ought to concentrate on imbibing facts while
their minds were still fully receptive; it was a waste of time setting
them to write essays—this only made them slick and superficial;
let them master the facts—they could reflect and theorise on them
in later years, and the more facts they then had to go upon, the
better.

And as for the drudgery of learning facts as opposed to tui-
tion without tears through the stmulation of interest, there is an
ironic commentary on this in the following extract from a recent
letter to ™ The Times ":—

* As for interest, I think it is a very uncommon boy who en-
joys an interesting ' lesson. The enthusiasm and industry with
which boys will apply themselves to learning by heart, for example,
a list of places on the Equator, are equalled only by the reluctant
boredom with which they will greet a * humanized * lesson in geo-
graphy. They prefer parsing to poetry, and dictation to discussion.
Let us by all means favour the interesting lesson; but must we blind
ourselves to the fact that it i1s the teacher and not the pupil, who
feels the need of it?”

For myself while perhaps not preferring parsing to poetry,
and this not from any dislike of parsing, I should certainly have pre-
ferred dictation to discussion, had the latter ever entered into our
scheme of things: and I rather suspect that Mr. Silverwood and
most of those whom he appeinted as assistant-masters would have
thought the same.

It was stated not long ago in a leading article in ** The Times ™
that * Specialisation is the vice of English school education and so
deeply ingrained that it is hard to cure ™, There was no such vice
in Palmer's Afty years ago. You don’t specialise if your curriculum
is governed, as ours was, by the Cambridge Local Examinations,
Tunior and Senior, and by the London Matriculation of those days,
Even in the sixth form, we kept to the normal wide range of sub-
jects; and it was no doubt i comphance with the Founder's wish
that boys at his School should be taught to " cast account ™, as
well as to read and write and be instructed in the Latin tongue,
that in the sixth form we were set to learn the rudiments of book-
keeping and shorthand. The result of this non-specialisation was that
we never reached a very high standard in any subject, but we had
an accurate working knowledge within a limited range in a lot of
subjects. Which is the better system? Who shall say? As | am
growing old myself, 1 suspect that the old may have been better.

Certainly it was cheaper. We paid only two guineas a term,
and I don’t remember that there were uny extras, except for such
things as special tuition in music. All books were found by the
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School, distnbuted at the beginning and collected and checked at
the end of term.

Two days in the year were celebrated in School assembly and
marked by the writing of an essay. On May 24, we wrote on the
origin and meaning of Empire Day. On November 5, we wrote on
* William Palmer and His School ©. We had not the advantage of
the discoveries made about our Founder by the late Herbert Brooks
and published in 1928 in a learned work which bore the same title
as our annual essay. Our digquisitions were stereotyped, rudimen-
tary and, as it now proves, inaccurate: but they served to remind
us whao we were.

We played games, of course—cricket and soccer—and played
them quite well. Sports Day, held in July, was a relaxed and fes-
tive occasion, when the headmaster entertained vur parents to tea
on the lawn before the prizegiving. One of us (Douglas Boatman)
wrote a school-song and our music-master (Mr. Townsend) set it
to music: 15  Boys of Palmer's ™ stll sung, as it continued to be,
so Mr. Brooks reports, us late as 19287 And we once put on a
performance of * The Pirates of Penzance ™. But we lacked one
thing in which the School today is fortunately rich—we had no
school societies. Today, Palmer's School has Chess Club, Debating
Society, Gramophone Society, Natural History Society, Photo-
graphic Society, Phillumenist Club, Stamp Club, a Scout Troop
and an Aero-Modelling Club. As to this, when | addressed the
School on Speech Day in 1949, I said: * This widening of interest
15 a part of education and, I feel sure, not the least valuable part.
[t seems to me that schools are doing wisely in stimulating an inger-
est in as large a variety of human activities as possible, You never
know where a seed may fall.” T still think that that s true. I chink
that it would have been better for us if we could have looked be-
vond the Schoal curriculum in this way fifty years ago, but we had
no time. The school-day was filled up with lesson-pzriods, and after
that we had our homework to do.




1
L

EEE i o U P L P e

eI e el v e

LI

= = X e % — = =
= A - e = [£ a L i s R R
bRl e o = B R e 2 e e -
4 g X =R b | B -
= i 2 T . E =L el v
' z T,
- = T E= R : e
= I - e = r 2 e S, P
i T —— - 5 -
1 = : = ]
—- 1 et : r I g R |
22 . = & I3 i il | gl & =5 T
b - | \E e = =
=i —] = 5~ = = o e
S : ¥ 3 Eit e = 3,
;-'.'.H-' T it Ny N o Pt T el
ot =LY |
P :

64

THE NORTH FRONT OF PALMER'S SCHODOL FOR GIRLS



THE GIRLS SCHOOL

by Miss W. M. BRAIMBRIDGE, B.A.
of the Staff of Palmer's Girls' School.

IGHTY years, though only a fraction of the two hundred and
fifty which we are celebrating, is nevertheless quite a respect-
able span of life for a girls’ school. During this period the roll has
risen to over five hundred and thirty pupils from the original six;
while in premises and scope the expansion has been continual under
the four women who have led the school to its present condition
and status.

The first Headmistress, Miss Harriette Beck, took charge in
1876 of the small initial group which soon numbered about thirty
hoarders and day scholars, and she continued in her position for
nearly thirty-one years. Her pupils remember her as a somewhat
awe-inspiring figure, with hair severely arranged, and long black
dresses sweeping the floor as she made her way up the one school-
room to her desk, or sat beside the Rev. A, H. Delafield, then
Vicar of Grays, as he gave his weekly Scripture lesson, The girls’
schoolroom, with dormitory accommodation above, was linked to
the boys' building by Miss Beck's own rooms which, together
with the boarders’ dining-room and the tiny room adjoining the
schoolroom, were pressed into service for music lessons, and for
tcachin}{ small groups as need arose. Visiting staff supplemented the
worlk of the two or three full-time mistresses, and sharing the boys’
staff was made possible. The names of Mr. A. J. Connabeer for
Art, and Mr. Knightsmith (Guildhall Toastmaster) for dancing
appear frequently in Old Girls’ reminiscences. Miss Elizabeth Beck,
sister of the Headmistress, attended to the domestic side, kept hens,
taught the younger girls French, and gave an occasional cookery
lesson in her kitchen.

No uniform was worn at this period, and no regular physical
training was possible, though the boarders were sent to walk six
times round the playground for a mile. The school at that time was
set in fields, one approach being by a stile, over which the girls’
crocodile was not allowed to climb unless the boys were sately on
in front.

With the introduction of scholurships, and from other causes,
the number of pupils by 1898 called for two additional classrooms,
built adjoining the original room; and just before Miss Beck's re-
tirement, the school then numbering seventy-four girls, yet another
extension provided two more classrooms, over which were a botany
Jaboratory and cookery room. Meanwhile, from 1899, the girls
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were allowed to use the newly-erected gymnasium and swimming-
bath for regular lessons with a visiting instructor, Old photographs
show drill costumes of stout serge trimmed with white braid and
finished with sailor collars; below appear voluminous bloomers but-
toned below the knees, needing, in the cases of agile rape-climbers,
constant repair. While sitting at the double iron-framed desks, or
walking between the class rooms and the gymnasium, girls must
wear ankle-length skirts over their drill dresses, For swimming in
the summer term, high-necked, skirted costumes of serge were the
rule,

Girls were admitted from the age of seven and might remain
until eighteen, though most attended for two or three years only,
having been previously taught at home or in small private schools:
while on leaving, only a few followed careers, the majority remain-
ing at home,

On Miss Beck’s retirement in 1906, the hoys' and girls” depart-
ments were united into a dual school with Mr. Silverwood as Head-
master, and Miss E. 8. Packer, B.A, appointed as Senior Mistress.
With the new buildings just completed it was possible for the
curriculum to be extended, and the educational standards rose
steeply. The Cambridge Local Examinations, hitherto taken by a
few scholars, became the normal completion of the school course
for serious students. Many of her old pupils speak with affectionate
respect of the way in which Miss Packer (now Mrs. Chalmers)
gave them new insight and inspiration, particularly in English
Literature. Their physical development was now better catered for,
with a permanent gymnastics mistress, Miss L, Wren, to teach not
only Swedish drill, but tennis and hockey. The formation of an
Old Garls” Hockey Club led to the birth of the still flourishing,
ever-extending Old Girls’ Association, A new gymnastics costume
was designed; the pleated tunic, white blouse and black stockings
then adopted remained, with minor changes, the school uniform
until the 1940%,

Prospectuses of this period lay great stress on “electric light
throughout™, a separate bed for each boarder, the ample and appe-
tizing food, and “the principal’s great aim not to neglect dull and
backward girls for the sake of those likely to bring more credit to
the school ", Safety precautions for the enlarged dormitories includ-
ed a canvas fire-escape chute, affording opportunities for spectacu-
lar practices. By 1912-13 yet another wing of three large class-
rooms and an improved botany laboratory was built, with rooms
for resident staff above.

The greatest period of change lay in the next twenty-seven
years. Miss E. M, Wren, B.A., appointed in 1913 to succeed Miss
Packer, became, on Mr. Silverwood’s retivement in 1918, the Head-
mistress of the separated girls’ school, which she had already helped
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through the dificult years of the first world war, Grays and South-
Fast Essex generally were meeting a great influx of population, so
that the demand for higher education for girls rose rapidly. Owver-
crowding became a serious problem, only partially relieved by the
erection in the playground of two wooden huts. Years before, a
site for a new girls’ school had been purchased, but not until 1929
was the foundation stone laid by H. E. Brooks, Esq., DLL., [P,
Chairman of the Governors, Two years later, in the summer term,
the long-awaited move took place, and the opening ceremony was
performed by Mrs. Inskip, wife of the then Bishop of Barking: the
Silver Jubilee of the present bwilding is thus reached in this year
of commemoration.

Miss Wren's interests were wide, her resourcefulness excep-
tional, and her devotion to the schocl unlimited, so that she made
it of real account among the girls’ schools of Essex. Herself an ex-
cellent teacher, she continually studied to keep abreast of all the
developments made possible by an enlarged staff of specialists in
many subjects, Perhaps her particular interest was in modern lan-
guages, and she was a pioneer in arranging exchange wvisits with
French and German girls, offering the hospitality of her boarding
hostel where parents found difficulty in receiving foreign girls into
their homes, Miss Wren threw herself with enthusiasm into the
task of forwarding every activity: the mannequin parade, one sum-
mer term, of every girl in the school in a dress of her own making
attracted the attention of the national press, On the athletic side,
she saw that the standard of games was kept high by expert coach-
ing; while Sports Days became noted not only for the standard of
the events, but for spectacular effects and marvellous organisation,
drawing crowds to what was acknowledged to be an outstanding
local social event. The House system, promoted to foster enthu-
siasm and to increase co-operative effort among girls living in
“Town" or " Country " or boarding in " House", certainly
achieved its object.

Above all, Miss Wren's interest in swimming will be remem-
bered. Her courage and enterprise alone made possible the rasing
of #£2,500 for the erection in the new school grounds of a swim-
ming bath the value of which has been appreciated by all successive
entrics of girls. One year Palmer's gained the second place in
England for the number of Royal Life Saving Society’s awards.
Ella Brocks in 1932 achieved the distinction of a Diploma and gold
medal.

On the outbreak of war in 1939 Miss Wren had to see much
of her work checked, and some destroyed. The beoarding depart-
ment was perforce closed. An evacuation party, led by Miss Wren,
wias sent to Southwold, and later joined East Dercham High School.
By December, Palmer's reopened, and some form of school life was
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gradually re-established as the return from evacuation continued,
and shelters were provided against bombing. At the close of the
first year of war, in 1940, Miss Wren retired.

The school was very fortunate in the appointment as Head-
mistress of Miss A. Lewarthy, B.Sc. to take full advantage of all
the opportunities opening before girls in the post-war period, and
to meet all the developments consequent on educational changes
throughout the country. But first the trying conditions of the years
of war had to be surmounted. The new Headmistress arrived to
find her scholars in shelters during an alert, and there they spent
much of their school life, even including, on one occasion, a prac-
tical science examination of the Higher School Certificate. Fire-
watching was added to staff duties, and the organisation of a rest
centre for emergencies; while a really thrilling piece of service was
the entertaining to a meal of a group of Dutch children, on their
way to rest and recuperation in a safer part of England. Fortu-
nately, only minor damage was suffered to the building during the
war period.

Later, the story of expansion was resumed. The boarding was
never re-established, but the hostel had gradually to be used to
provide dining-rooms, music rooms, a Domestic Science flat, an
Art and Craft Department, additional form-rooms, and Sixth Form
study rooms. (In 1953 it was for a time entirely given over as a
Rest Centre for people made homeless by the floods.) A far greater
variety of courses has been made available, especially in the Sixth
Form, and cach individual girl is being helped to find the particular
occupation for which she is most fitted. This policy Miss Leworthy
made clear by the early appointment of a Careers Mistress to specia-
lise in this task. The academic standard has been such that as many
as sixty girls have in one year been members of the Sixth Form,
more University scholarships have been gained, and success has
been attained in a wide variety of dirsctions. Girls are following
careers in teaching, nursing, art, drama, and music as well as in the
world of business. Miss Leworthy’s own interest in music has led
not only to its inclusion as an examination subject leading to a
career, but to the encouragement of both instrumental music and
singing, the latter, especially under the direction of Mr. J. E. Challs,
LRAM., having been a much appreciated feature of school
functions.

To encourage good manners, poise, social easiness, and pride
in appearance as a way to self-respect has always seemed important
to Miss Leworthy, who, as soon as restrictions were lifted, intro-
duced an attractive new umiform of cornflower blue tunics and
blazers with blue and white striped blouses, and she banished the
black stockings of the previous era. The styles of summer dresses
have been changed every few years to keep them reasonably
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Headmistress
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fashionable. A much greater measure of freedom has been develop-
ed, the Prefect system overhauled and made wvital, a School Coun-
cil instituted, and the House system re-introduced and adapted—
all with the aim of developing co-operation and responsibility among
the girls to enable them to take a significant place in the commu-
nity.

Like Miss Wren, Miss Leworthy has encouraged the Old Girls'
Association, and welcomed contacts with parents both at ofhenl
functions and in more personal approaches. She has fostered the
traditions, and warmly concurred in the revival of Founder's Day
observance, As the numbers in the school have risen, the restric-
tion imposed by lack of space has been increasingly apparent; for
the Hall, which is also the only gymnasium, is quite inadeguate for
Speech Days and other functions, including dramatic work, in
which Miss Leworthy has always been interested. When, therefore,
a grant from the William Palmer Trust Fund became available, it
was Miss Leworthy's inspired suggestion that an Open Air Theatre
on Greek lines should be buwilt on the sloping ground below the .
school. She accepted the task of raising the additional sum of over
£1,500 necessary to complete the work, and directed a series of
efforts culminating in 1954, when the theatre was opened by Robert
Atkins, O B.E. It has already proved most valuable as additional
space for drama lessons, for the acting of plays, and for National
Dancing and presentation ceremonies on Display Days, which, with
their demonstration of many aspects of the school’s activities, have
replaced the former Sports Days. The surrounding land is being
planted with trees and shrubs, so that 1 minfature park is growing
up: this, and the guadrangle, are constant reminders of how Miss
Leworthy’s love of flowers is beautifying the grounds.

To review thus the span of this school's life leaves certain
strong impressions: the first undoubtedly is of the immense broad-
ening of opportunity for girls since 1876, The limited curriculum
designed mainly for the stay-at-home has been extended in every
decade, until the range of subjects is wide encugh to cater for every
type of ability, whether it be in languages (five are taught in addi-
tion to English); in mathematics and the sciences; or in art, craft,
music and domestic science—and all can be pursued to advanced
examination standard., Physical education, also, has stretched to
cover not only gymnastics, but also swimming, dancing, and games
of many kinds, The effect of such an all-round training at school
is to fit its pupils for every type of career now open to women, and
to secure, hesides, such a breadth of interest that hobbies and lei-
sure occupations can be richly enjoyed.

That Palmer's has so fulfilled its rightful function as a Gram-
mar School is manifest in that so large a proportion of its girls
choose careers of service to the community in education, health
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and social services; and in addition they are frequently found tak-
ing the lead in voluntary social and youth work. Nevertheless, basi-
cally, much has réemained the same. There is the same devoted
service of the staff, and enthusiasm for the school by its pupils,
Those who taught the ladylike art of plain sewing would doubtless
have rejoiced to find Palmer's girls excelling in pottery, cooking,
fabric printing and puppetry as well as dressmaking (and twice
winning the Sherwood Cup at the Orsett show); while the early
patience with the slower pupils has developed into the care to
ensure for each individual the most suitable training. It is even true
that the constantly recurring situation of too many girls for the
building’s capacity is still apparent at the present time!

A mere list of dates, with details of numbers and buildings,
would be inadequate to give an impression of the living organism,
in which every pupil who has ever attended has had a share as
well as the staff who through the years have formed loval teams in
support of the Headmistresses, the whole making Palmer’s School
for Grirls,
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THE LAST FIFTY YEARS

by W. H. EDWARDS, M.B.E., B.A., ].P.

of the Stafl of Palmer's School 1906-45
Senior Master 1931-45
Mice-Chairman of the Governors 1946-31
Chairman of the Governors from 1952

N December 1905 I was awaiting 1 long postponed meeting of
the governing body of a grammar school in Cornwall. The
headmaster had already interviewed candidates for a post and had
selected three, of which T was one, to meet the Governors. It was
nearing Christmas, the Gowvernors still delayed, a telegram arrived
from Grays offering an appointment for the Term due to commence
early in January.

That 15 how I started ffty years' association with Palmer’s
School. T had served one year in a small country grammar schoaol
dating from Elizabeth I; T had taught everything, including draw-
ing and music; everything, for though at the outset the headmaster,
i clergyman with degrees in Arts and Science, tock all the science,
he fell ill and died after a few wecks, leaving me to deal with a
full syllabus of Chemistry and Physics. The senior master was a
classic and non-resident; there was another master even vounger
than I, so for some time 1 was in charge of the twelve boarders,
though a good senior prefect made the task supportable,

The above brief sketch is to point a contrast, entirely unex-
pected by myself, T arrived at Palmer’s without previous interview,
never having been east of Fenchurch before, on a Wednesday
evening in the dark. 1 saw Mr. Silverwood for a few minutes only;
he handed me over to Mr. Thorpe, who took me to the house
known as the Sanatorium, and explained the Palmer’s method, but
not, 1 fear, in 1ts full rigour; for he advised me to start the Term
with a duty week, as my privilege. Duty, I found, was incessant
supervision, without prefects, from 7 am. until 10 p.m. except
when the boys were actually in class, and for a brief period at
9 p.m.,, when one had supper with the other masters. During the day
I was initiated, by rapid degrees, into the complicated system of
journals, marks, homework, tests, grammar cards, date cards, etc.
There were authoritative processes uniform throughout the School,
so interlocked by the constant and detailed supervision of the Head-
master that deviation was almost impossible. Outside the class-
room, Duty continued without abatement until Tuesday night,
when one handed over to the next duty master, to hold responsi-
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bility un-alleviated and unsupported for a full seven days, Except
for the walk to Church on Sunday morning, [ had seen nothing of
the school surroundings.

This almost incredible beginning to the frst phase of a fifty
years' drama was very disturbing at the time, and although the
general purpose unfolded itself by degrees, I still think that the
process might have been a little less precisely atomised with advan-
tige. Mr. Silverwood had been senior assistunt at Dame Owen's
School, lslington, and had adopted the frankly desponic system
which had been in use there. It ensured industry, accuracy and
uniformity. It embodied certain Victorian wirtues, and was, in its
way, the basis of Empire relying on Religion, Justice and Freedom.
Also the Prospectus stated that special care was taken of backward
pupils, and it was as pood as its word, The boys of moderate ability
bore the burden ungrudgingly, and the brilliant boys soared, it may
be supposed, with stronger pinions when they had passed the
Cambridge Senior Local and gualified for academic or professional
careers. There were many who went to London University, es-
pecially the medical school, and did well, and at this very time
(1906-7) Dr. T. 5. Higgins crowned his career at University Cal-
lege by winning gold medals for first place in both medicine and
surgery, after winning first place and scholarships in successive
years; he had already graduated B.Sc. in 1905, And had we not
with ug Willie Strang, as the persistently top of the Sixth Form?
G. B. Sansom was an earlier success, having passed out with a
County Major Schalarship, First place, in 1899. These successes
were recorded in gold lettering on two large ™ Honours ' boards
fixed in what was then the main schoolroom, and are still to be
seen in one of the corridors.

There are some advantages in making doubly and trebly sure
of the necessary minimum uF facts and grammar, and the routine
testing did not occupy the whole of the lesson-time. The authonized
and firmly established facts could serve as pegs on which to hang
further discussion, and one could, with the friendly co-operation
of the boys, elicit something of the beautiful relatedness of every-
thing when viewed in proper perspective.

The winter term had its amenities, at least for senior boys and
boarders, The girls’ school at that time occupied the east wing of
the building, and was presided over by Miss Beck, now nearing
retirement. She was a typical Victorian headmistress, dignified,
with a high sense of discipline, yet understanding and not too
aloof in her dealings with the girls, She invited ue to a Ball a
grown-up  affair with guests from the town and district, and
superbly managed by Mr. Knightsmith, Principal of the West Lon-
don School of Dancing, and for many years toast-master to the
Lord Mayor of London; his voice, his handsome face and silvery
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e, his red tail-coat and silver buttons and, above all, his perfect
deportment have made a quite ineradicable memory of this and
subsequent occasions. The Silverwoods also gave a Ball, again with
guests from the neighbourhood, and this was perhaps a slightly
more jovial affair. This indeed was another side of Palmer’s school
hfe, and, for my part, I determined to stay and see what the Cricket
was like.

The Cricket was good, Grays at that time was rather isolated
from the schools of Essex, except for Southend. We played schoals
in Gravesend and Rochester, and travelled over to the old
"Worcester " In a commodious if not speedy motor-launch, a
novelty in those days, But there were many half-holidays devoted to
a series of matches, repeated annually, with Dr. Blake’s eleven, Mr.
Ted Flinn's eleven, the Police of the Division, and Old Owen’s
Cycling Club. Masters played in these matches, and each game
was followed by a high tea, which developed by customary stages
into a sing-song.  Gaudeamus ™ led the way to the patriotic sea-
songs; then sentiment and the spirit of reminiscence were aroused
by the Harrow school song, “ Forty Years On ™, If Dr. Blake was
present, and he usually was, he sang, inevitahly and invariably,
* My Old Dutch ”, with #s refrain of forty years of loyal com-
panionship. If Owen’s School, past or present, were the puests, the
school song was sung. Before Douglas Boatman wrote ™ Boys of
Palmer’s ", we had adopted the Owen’s song:

*On many a well-remember'd field
Have Owen's fought and won;
We seldom lose, and never yield,
Until the dav is done.”

The choris went something like this:

* Then on with a will, Quewmians
Success attend your play!
Never let your ardour cool,
For the honour of the school,
On, Owen's, to the fray!”

It will be noticed that substitution of Palmer's for Ouwen's,
and Palmerians for Cwenians does not disturb the metre, and the
practice was for both schools to sing together, smoothly enough
until the last line, when the claim for vocal supremacy was pushed
to the limit.

The school sports, too, was an occasion as much festive as
athletic, It was held on the school field, and was very sociable, The
girls were allotted one short race (" No pistol, please, M,
Edwards ) and the masters an egg-and-spoon race, usually won by
Mr. Holbeche, though he gave the credit to a purely abstract rela-
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tion of two ovaloid surfaces—I forget his explanation of his suc-
cess, but it was highly mathematical.

Those who were the friends of the school in its leisure houis
were fully aware of the severity of the school hours, and while
accepting it as in the unchangeable nature of things, were msistent
upon making the best of the times of relaxation. So the community
wis on the whole a joyful one; inside school Mrs. Silverwood was
an unfailing help at the slightest sign of physical unfitness, and
would brave the rigour of the time-table to administer the regular
dose of medicine as long as it was necessary, On Shrove Tuesday,
too, masters and boarders were relieved of lesson-tasks in the middle
of the morning to partake of pancakes and orange-juice. The relaxa-
tion was only temporary, for the headmaster would go from class
to class to ensure that the tempo of work was not intermitted. He
loved taking over part of a lesson, and needed only a glance to
recognize the stage of instruction the class had reached. The books
were the same year after year, so were the passages for repetition
from the New Testament, Lays of Ancient Rome, and Tennyson.
We also read Dickens, Scott, Ruskin, Carlyle, Charles Kingsley,
and he was familiar with them all, without book. Shakespeare, of
course, was read, and Milton, who had not then heen relegated, and
they were perhaps more than exercises in parsing, analysis, para-
phrase and précis writing, But for the Head, the living literature
was nineteenth century. Tennyson's Morte & Arthur (1842 version)
he would declaim feelingly, with characteristic gesture;

* The old order changeth, yielding place to new,
And God fullils himself in many ways,
Lest one good custom should corrupt the world.™

The old order was changing, but slowly, by growth, and with
maintenance of the old character. Building was in progress in 1906~
7; the west wing with a large Chemistry laboratory, Woodwork
room, Art room, and five new classrooms was erscted, and the
central block was added to; the outer wall of my class-room was
removed and replaced by a wood and canvas screen hiding the
operation of the workmen from sight but not from sound as we
continued with class instruction. The new west wing was known
as the Technical block, and was intended, in part, for evening
clagses in Science and Art, which were duly held there. The in-
come of the school was at that time derived from the William
Palmer Trust, from pupils’ fees, and from Board of Education
grants, administered by the Essex County Council. The purposes of
the Acts relating to Technical Education were satisfied by the type
of curriculum adopted by the schools which profited from the
grants, and the new accommodation gave room for the normal ex-
pansion of school activities.
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In 1906, the full-time staff, besides the Headmaster, were
Thorpe, Holbeche, Edwards, Piggott, Littlewood, Cook and Rees.
There was also a resident French master, Courteis, and many
visiting masters: Wilkinson, Townsend and Arthur Hume for
music, Connabeer for Art, the sergeant-major of the Volunteer
Artillery for military drill, Silvey for gymnastics, while J. R. Savage
divided his time between Palmer’s and the woodwork centre in
Bridge Road, now known as Park Secondary. All of us were hard
pressed for room; Connabeer used to take several classes at once,
darting from room to room with voluble exhortation and explana-
tion, while the normal form-master stood by to second hig efforts by
preventing pure lapse of industry. The classes were large; T had
forty-five in mine, and the sheer bulk of marking, testing, record-
making and supervisory activity was in itself intimidating, So it was
a relief to divide the classes, and welcome new masters, Loftus was
first of a number ‘of masters who joined in the years before the
war to take new classes or to replace men who left; I remember well
Radford, Douglas, Pratt, Hopkins, Heap, Howarth, J. Thomas, art
master Max West, French masters, after Courtos, Guingouain,
Bourdiche, and Decottignies. At the beginning all the masters ex-
cept Mr. Holbeche hived in and shared the same common room;
Holbeche was a family man and lived in Chadwell Road, opposite
to the school, but he often came across in the evening to play
bridge. As the staff increased in numbers, so it became possible for
the older ones to live out and be free from boarder supervision.
But these defections did not much disturh the intimacy which had
become characteristic of Palmer's staff. On one occasion a wisitor
from another school, who had spoken of the freedom which pre-
vailed in his ewn school, finished up admitting that once school
was over the staff teied to pet as far away from each other as
possible, while Palmer's staff were notoriously as thick as thieves
all the vime. The boys too, he might have added, took detentions
as a matter of course, and once the debt was paid, friendly rela-
tions were at once resumed with the masters in general. We had
no rigid house system: matches were arranged between House and
Town, and later on Country and Riverside provided further areas
for sectional matches. The masters generally provided a side, and
mixed matches, masters and boys, still gave the local cricket en-
thusiasts a good game.

There were some innovations. Pratt started a magazine; its in-
dependence of advertisement and its determination to break new
ground in poetry, prose and line-sketching made it a very interest-
mg production. It did not survive the outbreak of war. Loftus
orgamized and traned a Cadet company, of which most of the
members remained together in the local Terrtortal force as a
signal company after they had left school.
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War was declared on August 4th, 1914, When we re-assembled
m September Captain (now Colonel) Loftus had already departed
in accordance with his Territorial Army commitments. For the rest
of the school this epoch, which was to change or shatter institu-
tions all over the world, opened guietly enough. The Education
Ministry had asked all schoolmasters to remain at their posts, and
work proceeded as usual, except that the Head at morning
assembly gave an earnestly felt but optimistic account of what was
happening, which was in a short while accompanied by messages
from Palmerians who had already joined the forces. Before long
permission was given to masters to enlist at the rate of one master
each Term; the Head, who was of course a dominant figure in
Grays, was appointed to some kind of mulitary liaison post, and
most of the staff became at once involved in police and recruitment
duties. Still the school kept on its wonted course: there was little
war-like action in the immediate neighbourhood, One early morn-
ing, it i true, when Pratr and I had just come off police duty, we
heard a curious humming in the sky and saw a shower of bombs
fall on Gravesend. The Zeppelin became dimly wvisible over the
school in a few seconds but continued northwards without further
damage; the last of the bombs, we were informed later, fell in
Tilbury Dock.

The departure of a large portion of the staff, one by one, each
marked by a send-off party, did, however, make a great difference
to the working of the school, Thorpe and Holbeche were available
throughout, and some of the replacements did good service, but so
rapid a change could not but damage the existing order. When the
end of the war was in sight, Mr. Silverwood determined to retire.
The old order had changed, and the reconstruction would be on
different lines. The school as he had known it had in great part
been scattered over the theatre of war. Over ninety ald boys had
been lost, including H. F. Silverwood, the Headmaster's younger
son; two masters, Hopkins and Hunter, were killed, and others
wounded. It was, indeed, the end of an era.

After his retirement, Mr. Silverwood achieved a project which
had engaged his mind for many years, that was, to journey round
the world, to visit relatives and Palmerians who had taken up
careers in distant parts of the Empire, and to see memorable places
other than those which he had visited on his numerous tours to
Europe during school vacations. In America, he went some distance
out of his way to visit the small town in Massachusetts where
William Lloyd Garrison was born and spent the early part of his
strenuous manhood. Mr. Silverwood reported to me that the in-
habitints secemed not to have heard of their local hero, and he was
intensely disappointed. And who was Lloyd Garrison? He was a
man of many ideas who arranged them all around one big dea:
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the emancpation of negro slaves by appealing to the moral factor
in preachers, politicians, writers and all citizens he could reach by
the newspapers he founded and the lectures he assiduously de-
livered. He went to jail twice, once for “libelling ™ a shipowner
who cartied cargoes of slaves, and once for his own protection
against mobs who tried to lynch him. He failed to avert Civil War,
but the principle he lived for was ultimately successful; he died in
1874

Moral ideas in education and social policy demand a certain
rigour of practice in the early stages, or they will not survive the
temptations, equivocations and expediencies which are bound to
arrive, G, H. Silverwood had a great love for the principle of
human liberty by the grace of God, but he felt himself, and im-
posed on others, a necessity for strictly-ordered obedience in
detail as preparation for freedom and responsibility, He was a leader
in many local affairs; he managed the Grays Library Committee
and the Grays Local Employment Committee from their founda-
tion, was clected to the Urban District Council and appointed
Justice of the Peace. He died in 1924, Mrs, Silverwood survived
him for thirty years, and was buried at Little Thurrock where a
memarial service was held, attended by many old friends of the
schoal,

In 1919, when we returned from the army, the new Head-
master, the Rev. H. Alldridge Abbott, M.A., of QQueen’s College,
Cambridge, had already been appointed. Mr. Abbott had for some
years been head of Eggar’s Grammar School, Alton, Hants, and
brought to Palmer’s ideas and purposes which were to fructify
marvellously in later vears.

One of the first changes made by the new headmaster was the
creation of a new form in the middle school; thus lengthening the
period of normal progress through the forms by one year, and of
course advancing the standard of Form VI Later, a second year
sixth was formed, so bringing the school up to a standard which is
now normal in large schools preparing for the Universities. Also
the curriculum was departmentalised and specialization was ex-
pected of nearly every master. Gone were the days when one cuu[d

take any form in any subject. In any large school of to-day,

soon as @ boy enters the sixth, he begins to spend most of his time
on a group of subjects which are his special interest. This is an
important advance, for at that age he is beginning to respond of his
own pccord to the attraction of learning for its own sake, and is
capibile, 1f he has the innate intelligence, of running ahead of a
schoolmaster who, though perhaps well-educated, has not kept
abreast of recent dwci{rpmcnis in a rapidly advancing world of
knowledge, There is risk of lack of balance perhaps, and specializa-
tion breeds specialization, so that the physicist has perhaps for-
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gotten his Latin, and the classicist his mathematics, before he leaves
the University, and is therefore not so adaptable as a teacher in
i school of many subjects. But the Headmaster's purpose was to
advance Palmer’s to Public School status, which purpose he suc-
ceeded in achieving,

After the war it was necessary to build up a new staff, Many
of the existing appointments were temporary, and as the old mem-
bers returned one by one, they were fitted into the new scheme
as appropriately as possible. For a few years throughout Britain
there was naturally a demand for experienced school-masters, and
we lost Howarth and Payne, who became headmasters, Loftus, who
became an administrator at Southend and subsequently head of
Barking Abbey School, Douglas, who went to Leigh, Lancashire,
and Pratt, who went to Canada. Thorpe, Holbeche, Benson,
Savape and myself were left of the old staff. Many of the new
masters stayed for several vears, notably Baxenden, Oldham, Birks,
Morris, Newsome, and the others were either the weterans of to-day
or have since retired: Bohm, Bone, Cramp, Gallimore, Harkins,
E. (5. Hughes, Frank Hughes. Of a somewhat later date are Jolly,
Henley, Ross, Barker-Jones, R. T, Jones, Miles-Jones, Owen, Brown,
Hayston, Bloyce. There are many others wha stayed for some years
before the second war. There was Christie, who re-appeared as Art
Master, Slater and Mayne, who became a curate, Mundy, Dann,
Cyphus, Urry. All these are notable names to me, but I must leave
it to Old Palmerians to clothe the names with memories,

The fact that most of the staff after the war were recently in
the armed forces made possible a Cadet organization which started
as a company but developed into a battalion of the whole school.
Mr. Abbott went for training to the Brigade of Guards and became
Cadet Lieut-Colone!l and, later, Cadet-Colonel. There was sufficient
close-order drill to ensure smartness, but the military attitude was
confined to the parade-ground and did not invade general school
life. There was an Annual Inspection, a gala occasion when parents
attended to view the evolutions and the P.T. display, to preet the
visiting General and to admire, at a distance, the efforts of the
school military band, Every summer during the twenties an under-
canvas camp was held at Pelixstowe or Southweld, in which mili-
tary instruction was a minor ingredient, At these camps we also
enjoyed the fellowship, renewed year after year, of contingents
from other Essex schools. The school cadet movement lasted until
1931, when it became merged in a more general national move-
ment for presservice training, specialized far Air Force, Navy and
Army,

Originally a part of the Cadet activities was a series of foreign
tours which took place annually from 1922 to 1936, The first of
these was in military formation: four platoons of Palmer's Cadets
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joined with two of the Regent Street Polytechnic to journey, much
of it actual marching, from the Somme to Ypres and Calats. This
comprehended the whole of the British front during a large part
of the War; the large craters and trench systems were stll there
s well as much of the débris. Later tours covered other parts of
France and Belgium, Holland, Denmark and Sweden, and in 1916
4 visit to Canada was carried out by a smaller party. The hospi-
tality of the Canadians and the genial publicity which attended
their movements were remembered by the participants for many
vears afterwards:

All non-commissioned ranks in the Cadet Battalion were held
by boys, so that every year there were many promotions to be
made among the seniors to mamtain the full complement of lance-
corporals, corporals, sergeants up to the Regimental Sergeant-Major
himself, who was often also the School Captain, For there was,
for other school purposes, a system of School Houses, each super-
vised and encouraged by a House Master and managed in detail
by three or four House Captaing, There were at first six houses:
Addison, Butler, Marlborough, Priestley, Shaftesbury and Wal-
pole: in 1930 two more, Herbert Brooks and Theobald, were added.
There was soon considerable rivalry between the houses in compe-
tition for the Trophies awarded for Foothall, Cricket, Athletics,
Cross-Country running and even General Efficiency in mare stu-
dious pursuits, The regular practices and frequent matches led to
a high standard of achievement in Football und Cricket, and in
the seasonz 1931-32-33 the school elevens are recorded as having
lost only one match in a long series of football contests, involving
first, second, third and sometimes fourth elevens,

The annual Athletics meeting, after much prelimmary train-
ing by the Houses, was held on the Town Recreation Ground. Mr.
A. 8. Turk and Mr. Bert Lee of the Amateur Athletic Association
were ustally present and took note of promising athletes and en-
couraged them to specialise if their performances merited it. Mr.
Turk was at that nme especially interested in budding champions
for he was in 1932 manager of the British Olympic team that
competed at Los Angeles.

Military training, foreign travel and games were, however,
activities only secondary to the dominant academic function of
the school at this epoch. Hitherto, Palmeriins who aimed at pro-
fessional life had generally continued their education in London
medical schools or in the colleges associated in the University of
London, and nght well did they acquit themselves. But Mr. Abbott,
as a Cambridge man himself, soon encouraged members of the
sixth to nim at the ancient universities. Gordon Nobbs and P, |
McAllister were the pioneers, winning scholarships at 5t John's
and Peterhouse, Cambridge: they were followed by L. F. Mead at
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Hertford, Oxford and F. W, Patmore at Trinity, Cambridge. Each
year brought more successes until in 1933 there were as many as
twenty-three in residence at either university. Some of these had
won valuable open scholarships, and many were awarded William
Palmer or G. H. Silverwood or H. F. Silverwood scholarships and
were helped by County Council grants, but the modern system of
the State or County Council meeting all expenses was not yet in
operation; consequently parents were called upon to meet some of
the costs in many cases. In this regard the Headmaster did much
good work by encouragement, information and persuasion not only
of parents, but of Heads of Colleges both in his own university
and in Oxford. There is no doubt that once Palmerians were estab-
lished they paved the way for future entrants, for a number of
them became notable scholars and Fellows of ther colleges. In
1925 thaose then in residence formed themselves into an Oxford and
Cambridge Palmerian Society, which met every year alternately at
Oxford and Cambridge for dinner and reunion.

The school published a Year Book from 1923 until the second
World War. This gave games fixtures and records, examination
successes, and information concerning the careers of old boys as
they passed through college and adopted their warious avocations;
we could also follow the careers of Palmerians of a former genera-
tion, notably Dr. T. S, Higgins, Sir George Sansom and Lord
Strang. Thers were athletic successes to record, too: K. Goodyear,
Jambridge Blue and captain of the soccer XI, G. (. Holmes,
Amateur International and captain of England, J. Landells, English
International and Millwall. In the Academic world, we heard of
Gordon Nobbs, who became Senior Mathematical Master and then
second Master at the City of London School, Douglas Nobbs,
Lecturer in Political Science in Edinburgh Umiversity, H. G,
Booker, who like E. Patmore had taken his London B.A. while
still at echool, subsequently Wrangler, Smith’s Prizeman and Fel-
low of Christ's College, Cambridge, and who, after a research
period at the National Physical Laboratory, Washington, returned
to Cambridge as University Lecturer in Mathematics. There were
many ministers of religion, some in Canada, the United States and
Africa, solicitors, doctors, engineers, journalists, a novelist or two,
broadcasters, and a long list of civil servants, local government
officers and commercial and mndustrial executives.

In 1931 Mr. Abbott was elected to the Headmasters' Confer-
ence. This body had been formed in the nineteenth century to
provide a medium whereby educational problems common to the
Public Schools might be discussed. The Constitution had since the
war heen made more flexible, though it still demanded close con-
nection with the Universities; the Conference also reguired to be
satisfied with the general attainments and high aims of the school,
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and that 1t should have opportunity to guide its own development.
S0 though the appointment was a personal one, it did define
Palmer's as a Public School, and in the Report of the Committee on
Public Schocls (Fleming Report) 1944, there were listed 83 inde-
pendent schools and 99 aided by grants from the State or County,
(f this total of 182 schools there are in Essex one independent,
Felsted, two direct-grant schools, Brentwood and Chigwell, and
one aided, Palmer's. The quality of Palmer’s was thus nationally
recopmised, and there is no doubt that the University connexion,
coupled with a hiph rate of successes at the normal leaving-age
level, was of advantage to those entering professional or business
life, for it murked not only individual educational qualihication but
membership of an institution with a reputation for character and
ability. It should be added that the Public Schools, regarded all
over the world as characteristic of British preparation for generous
and Christian leadership, have shown a definite, if somewhat res-
trained, desire to be considered partners of the State and County
system.

The nineteen-thirties brought some troubles, Mr. H, E. Brooks,
who had been Chairman of the Governors since 1921, died n
1931, A very able man of business, he had advanced far in public
affairs and was chairman of the County Council 1929-1931,
Palmer’s School was much more to him than an interesting part of
County Council duty. His book, * William Palmer and his School ™
is crowded with local historical detail, the necumulition of which
must have cost prodigious labour, He had for years fostered the
development of Palmer's School from the point of view of the
County Education Committee. Much of the London property, in-
cluding the tailor's shop in Lombard Street, which we looked at
with proprietary interest when we passed that way, had been sold
to provide funds for a new Oirls’ School as far back as 1918. The
new school was opened in 1931, and plans were made for extensive
re-modelling of the old buildings to provide suitable accommodation
for a larger boys' school. It was not until 1937 that the extensions
were completed, and the intervening years were full of difficulty,
In the first place the world trade economy had partially collapsed;
unemployment and the fear of it oppressed the lives of all ¢lasses.
The effect was felt at the top of the school, for some parents were
unable to bear the expense of entering their sons at a University,
and some boys who had passed examinations satistactorily could
not find suitable openings in business or industry,

Then the re-building made school life uncomfortable, It pro-
ceeded by stages over four years, during which period the classes
were moved from place to place as the new structure took shape.
Much of the old bulding was preserved, but the tower was col-
lapsed and the front re-faced with handsome silver-grey brick.
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The fine library with its panelling, the commodious ind elegant
hall, the pymnasium, several class rooms, cloak-rooms and a
Masters’ common-room were added while the school was in session.
For some time it was not possible to hold Assembly, or “Prayers”
ag 1t was traditionally called, indoors, so that the school assembled
in the open air, The winter-time was severe, and the general com-
fort and discipline were put to some strain.

In March 1937 the reconstructed school was officially opened
by Sir Michael Sadler, Master of University College, Oxford, who
wus the leading adwiser of the Government and the County Coun-
cils, and who had, in fact, made a report on Palmer’s thirty years
before. His speech at the opening was carefully and tactfully
framed: he referred to the character of Essex people as combining
* twa quite different traditions and attitudes of mind, one strongly
individual, hierarchical, and the other insistent upon collective
authority ", and we were to infer that Palmer's was to pass from
relative independence to a dependence upon County authority.
Many local Endowed Schonols, whether founded as medieval or
Elizabethan Grammar Schoels or not, were being taken over by
County Councils as part of the County Secondary School swstem.
The Essex Education Committee were at that time friendly but
firm, There had always been William Palmer free scholars, but
now the number of county scholarship places was increased and
fees were increased for other pupils, making entrance more diffi-
cult. After a few years, we lost the preparatory forms, Like many
local endowed schools, Palmers had alwavs welcomed small boys,
on i fee-paying basis, of course, as they did not attract grants from
public autharities. At this period the preparatory department pro-
vided a means by which a limited number of young boys, some
of them brothers of the main-schaol boys, could qualify, after two
or three years' instruction, by a not too dificult examination for
entrance to the main school. Their piping voices, their gay welcome
to instruction and mild discipline, their irreconcilability in the face
of decisions of sixth-form umpires and referees—all these were
exhilarating rather than embarrassing.

These changes were gradually effected, and in the meantime
the second War was approaching. Evacuation schemes had been
prepared by higher authority, but when the time came, we found
that London schools were, quite justly, provided for first. Some
Pulmer’s boys joined in family or occupational projects for removal
to distant parts of the country, and a contingent under Mr. Jolly
joined Bungay Grammar School in Norfolk, but the majority of
the boys remained, and by November the school was re-opened
under war-time conditions. We were not allowed to assemble more
than 250 boys at a time, so that the school was divided into two
shifts. Every boy carried a gasmask, and stayed to a mid-day meal,
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for which only half-an-hour was allotted, and the school was
cleared by 3 pm. The buildings were sand-bagged in places, and
means of escape from all upper floors was contrived. When the
" Alert ™ was sounded, the boys were promptly led to the fortified
sections, and so methodical was the routine that it was possible to
carry out full instruction in all forms for the greater part of the
War, and the emergency examinations were taken with success.

At night the butldings were guarded and patrolled by masters,
and although alarms were frequent, and the general neighbourhood
suffered disastrously on many oceasions, there were only two inci-
dents that caused damage to the school. One was in day-time dur-
ing one of the many wir-hghts attending the attacks on Hornchurch
by German bombers. A British " Hurricane™ descended rapadly, still
flving but apparently out of control, and fell into the pit in front
of the school, where it exploded and burst into flames. The fighter-
pilot was still 1n his seat, bur had probably been killed during the
hght. The explosion shattered most of the windows in front of the
school, The other incident occurred at night, during a heavy in-
cendiary raid on the Little Thurrock area. Several bombs fell on
the school premises: one fired a large hut in the east playground,
and one burnt itself out under the floor of the east dormitory, The
fires were promptly and adequately dealt wath,

A few ladies joined the staff to take the place of masters on
service, and it was dunng this period that we gained the services
of Mr, John Scott, who has since done so much for music in the
school and district. A large proportion of the staff were available
for normal school duties and in addition took part in work con-
nected with defence. Frank Hughes led a detachment of the Home
Guard, and subseguently became colonel of the regimental forma-
tion; Mr. Henley was a chief instructor in Civil Defence, and was
regularly called on when some strange mussile fell in the district;
others were involved in counter-invasion measures, and even the
boys had instruction in fire-ighting, first aid, in constructing oh-
stacles against landing gliders and in carrying messages through a
supposedly occupied region,

The war lasted so long that boys who were at school at the
beginning were afterwards wvisiting us in the intervals between
bombing raids on Germany or in the short leaves during the air-
defence of London, the Estuary and the aerodromes. The casualties
occurred with alarming suddenness from the point of view of those
i school who had only recently seen their friends m exuberant
spirits. Palmer’s was indeed the type of school which provided
such a large proportion of those engaged in the Battle of Britain,
and so earned a share in Churchill’s eulogy. The dead, with those
from other theatres of war, are commemorated on one of the two
bronze plates fixed in  the entrance hall. The other, of course, re-
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cords the fallen of the first war twenty-five vears before, but still
fresh in the memory of old boys and masters.

Mr. Jolly came back from Bungay, but did net stay for long.
He joined the RAF. and was sent out to Malaya only to be cap-
tured with the garrison at Singapore. When the war was over he
rejoined the staff at Bungay. Miles-Jones had been invalided out of
the Army, but was unable to continue at school for long and died
soon after the war.

With the 1944 Education Act there started a new Stite model,
shaped by a spirit of national unity and equality. After 1914-18
there had been much planning and hope of reconstruction, but the
operation had fallen short of national effectiveness. Some authonties
and some individual schools had made great advances, and Palmer’s
had progressed to continuous contact with the old-established uni-
versities, but this was in great measure an individual success attri-
butable to the unremitting energy and high aims of the Rew.
H. A. Abbott. In 1946 he retired from the headmastership he had
held far ewenty-seven years; he became WVicar of Lanhydrock in
Cornwall, where also he was preferred to a prebendary stall in
Truro Cathedral.

The post-war revolution in Education affected the framework
in which Palmer’s was an important part rather than the appear-
ance and function of the school itself. Some development has
occurred: there 15 more Greek and some pupils study Russian, but
the record of examination successes continues, and the best of the
Sixth Form go on to Cambridge, Oxford, or London University as
before, but now it 1s part of a national system which gives egual
opportunities to all children without respect to parents” income or
social position. Perhaps this is the most important, as it is the most
rcvnlutmn.lr}r, aspect of the Education Act, 1944, which also pro-
vides for nursery schools, youth clubs, tethnical institutes and
colleges, County colleges for compulsory further education and for
free secondary education for all in different types of schools
according to aptitude and ability, The Act was the result of two
vears' consultation with all bodies concerned with Education, agree-
ment being reached upon many issues which had proved intractable
in the past, including the position of Church Schools and the place
af Rehgmu.z. Instruction in school life. The vast expansion of edu-
cattonal activity called into being a number of advisory, executive
and supervisary authorities, and as an extensive re<distribution of
population 15 proceeding at the same time, there is much building
of new schools to provide for the new urbin areas. The old schools
are modified to meet the new conditions, but the lengthening of
the period of compulsory school attendance, at first by one year
and at a future dare by vet another, has made it necessary to pro-
vide more accommodation even in the older settled areas. About
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twenty per cent of the secondary school entrants are expected to
be provided for in grammar and technical schools, and in due
course a large proportion of these will go to universities or other
higher centres of education. Existing grammar schools fit into the
national scheme, operated for all purposes helow university level
by County Councils and Divisional Executives, with as little dis-
turbance of their traditional function as is possible. The Inde-
pendent Schools and Direct Grant Schools help by taking County
pupils in such proportions as may be agreed.

Schools such as Palmer's which were formerly Aided and could
accept some fee-payers find themselves bound to receive pupils who
show themselves able by passing high on the General Entrance
Examination, and whose parents choose a grammar school educa-
tion. This 15 strictly in accordance with the Act, but it has the
result that old-established Grays families or Palmerians in the
immediate neighbourhood are reluctant to risk the possibility of
their children not being included 1n the winning places in the
examination list, and prefer to send them to more expensive schools
outside the district. There seems no possibility in the present state
of the law and regulations concerning fees of remedying this breach
of local tradition; the governors and the headmaster would rejoice
if they were able to relieve parental anxiety in some of these cases.

From the national aspect the chief role of the local Grammar
School 1s to provide opportunity towards a lengthened association
with humane studies for boys of eminent ability and that direction
of aptitude, whose parents also choose a course which may not
mean a reflex of financial gain to the family fortunes, but rather a
contribution of highly responsible individuals to the community at
large. It is not a matter of competition but of reasonable speciali-
zation that differentiates such a school from technical schools and
from modern schools, types which may be expected to attract a
great range of ability but somewhat different aptitudes. It 15 im-
portant that there should be no gap of snobbery or implied
superiority between the types of schools, or, for that matter, be-
tween the local grammar schools and the great public schools,

Implied superiorities tend to prevent a friendly and unresent-
ful sharing of responsibilities as between individuals, groups, par-
ties or states, whether opposed or allied. They form part of a
whole genus of complexes, psychological and sociological, called
by some ™ schematic misunderstandings™, Such tangles have been
common enough during the last fifty years, and this history would
be wvery incomplete if it did not make reference to two ™ one-
generation " William Palmer scholars who have been prominent in
world history in that period.

[n 1939, at the time when the upper forms were busy with Cer-
tificate examinations, the newspapers were hiuzﬂning the name of
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Mr. William Strang in connection with a delicate and very im-
portant mission o Moscow, They also publicised in some detail his
progress from Rammham wvillage school, through Palmer’s to Univer-
sity College, London, and, after war service from 1914 to 1918 o
the first place in the Higher Civil Service examination in 1919,
They laid stress upon the fact that the local endowed schaol had
trivmphed over Eton, Harrow, Winchester and other traditional
nurseries of diplomats. There can be little doubt but that the pro-
fuse publicity was intended to influence democratic opinion not
only in Russia but also in Britain, France and America. His subse-
quent career has inevitably been in the public eye; as head of the
Foreign Oflice he was knighted in 1939, and raised to the peerage
on his retirement a few years ago.

In 1941 the Prime Minmister sent Duff Cooper (Lord Norwich)
to Singapore to report on the situation there, In his autobtography,
Old Men Forget, Duff Cooper records how he found most British
and Americans optimistic about the intentions of the Japanese, but
Sir George Sansom said, sadly, that be was quite sure Japan would
enter the war, and as Sir George was a great scholar, who * knew
more about Japan than most Japanese, and was the greatest living
authority on Japanese art™, Duff Cooper reported according to
his opinion. When in December the Japanese were in the war,
Duff Cooper as resident Cabinet Minister in Singapore, formed a
War Council, and included Sir George Sansom as Director-General
of Publicity.

In each of the episodes just recounted the material and tem-
poral outcome was unsatisfactory: Russia #id make a pact with
Hitler, and Singapore was overwhelmed by the Japanese. But pacts
and defeats have been secondary incidents in a world struggle of
such exhaustive dimensions, material and spiritual. It may be only
co-incidence that of the comparatively small band of scholars who
have penetrated sympathetically into the deeps of a distant nation’s
consciousness, two should be Palmenans, but it lends support to
the hope that " first-generation ™ scholars, passing from grammar
school to university, may show a greater tolerance for certain
foreign studies than scholars of an ageing and inhibitory tradition.

As far as Palmer’s is concerned, the last ten years have shown
development rather than deviation from its traditional style. The
new headmaster, Mr. F. J. Jordan, BEM., M.A. (Lond.), had
already many years of experience, including the headmastership at
Bridport Grammar School, Dorset. His leadership has extended to
the town and district in many social, cultural and religious mat-
ters, he was appointed to the Orsett Bench of Magistrates in 1955,
The school itself iz a happy place, and the boys contrive to enjoy
many activitics not directly connected with examinations. Never-
theless examination successes have been extraordinarily numerous,
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and many boys go to the Universities, generally London, Cam-
bridge or Oxford, aided by State or County scholarships, though
one or two open scholarships are won annually, The school has
responded to the national demand for more students in Science
and Mathematics, but Arts subjects have not been neglected, and
in the most recent portion of our period two open choral scholar-
ships have been gained. Music has been an attractive and pro-
gressive part of school life; the school choir has on several occa-
sions journeyed to Chelmsford Cathedral to take part in Evensong.
The school aperitic productions have become famous locally, and
the “ ladies " of the chorus win much applause from an appreciative
public. The Hall is now a recognised centre for concerts organised
by the Thurrock Orchestral Society and the Thurrock Male Voice
Choir. The latter organisation has broadcast on many occasions; its
conductor, Mr. Arthur Jones, is an old Palmerian, and so are many
of the * voices ™. Much of the musical development of the school
and district is due to the leadership of Mr. John Bcott: the stan-
dard is high, and even those who cannot perform are led to appre-
ciate music of good quality.

Some of the amenities which the school enjoys are due to re-
sources somewhat independent of the local education authority.
There still remains an income from the William Palmer endow-
ment of about a thousand pounds a year. This money, together with
gifts from Old Boys and profits from the Gilbert and Sullivan per-
formances, has been used for the beautifying of the school and
other purposes which cannot at present be charged to the rates and
taxes fund. The finest single addition has gone to the Girls’ school
in the form of the noble Greek theatre, but the Boys have acquired
an organ in the Hall, some extension to the Library, new tennis
courts and ornamental gates. The cricket field, too, has been adorn-
ed with an elegant Pavilion, the gift of an Old Boy; it was designed
by Mr. Fincham, and opened in June 1954 by Mr. Trevor Bailey,
the Essex and England crickerer.

School cricket is still good, and for some years Mr. G. V.
Ross has conducted a cricket tour during the vacation, visiting
teamns in Norfolk. At home the school often entertains Essex County
elevens, and some matches in the minor counties’ competitien have
taken place on the school field, which is now one of the most
attractive in the county.

Relations with other schools in the district are friendly and
co-operative, Often transfers are made to give sixth-form adwvan-
tages to suitable pupils from modern schools, and occasionally a
reverse movement has been made of a young Palmerian to a mod-
ern school and accepted without suspicion of downegrading. The
headmaster leads in matters of Youth Service, Local Employment
facilities, including Apprenticeship schemes, and all community
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services where young people are concerned; all with due regard to
age and aptitude, but none for class distinctions, When the floods
came in February, 1933, the living accommodation was given up
to homeless people without delay and without misgiving.

Palmer’s Endowed School faces the future with the adminis-
tratively convenient title of * undenominational voluntary controlled
school . It is possible for it to adhere to its own lovalties as well
as to respond to government-shaped schemes. Part of the burden, if
it i5 a burden, ot the new technology, will be borne by the new
Techmical College. Even so, there will be problems and stresses
which are difficult to assess; the strategy of a community largely
technocratic is still obscure, even to its own leaders, In the tumul-
tuous happenings of the last fifty years, great wealth, great skill
and great courage have worked to catastrophic issues with a kind
of fatality. We fail to see, as 5t. Augustine saw in his day, the
Universal Reason guiding mankind in the midst of disasters. Noth-
ing is s0 modern as the necessity for remembering the ancients, So
our local grammar school, amid all its other duties, will refresh our
memories with the grammar of the Latin tongue, and so to Rome
and Athens, and Jerusalem, and repentance and renewal.
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Headmaster

F. J. JORDAN, R.EM
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THE STAFF OF THE BOYS' SCHOOL

1915 H. Benzon

1919 A, C. Cramp, F.L5, F.R.MS.

1921 A, H. Gallimore, B.AL
1922 E. L. Bone, BA,
1925 E. E K. Bohm, B.A.
1231 R T. Jones, B.A.
1932 G. V. Ross, B.A.
1934 J. B. Haysten, M.A.
1942 1. R. Scott, B.Sc., LRAM.
1947 C. N, Twydell, B.A,
1948 . L. Ross
.T. Harris, B.A,
. B.Willmer
' 8. Humphrics, B.Se,
. H. lesson, BBe,
1949 D G Davies, B Sc.

G, 5. Jackson, M.A.

mErrD

1949 |, B, Richards, B.A.

R. W', Ims, B.A.

F.W. Hawkins, C. & G. Cert.
1250 A, E. Hendey, Dip.Phys. Ed,
1951 A, R. Hall

H. W. Steggles, B.Se.
1953 J. A West, B.5e.

|. F. Maaore, BLA,
19533 ). K. Banncr, BLA.
1954 P, M. Dines, B.Se.

L. A. Hopkins, B.A. B.Com,

E. |. Moarhouse, B.A,

M. | Tyrrell, BLA.

R. M. Howitt, Dip Phys.Ed.
1955 AL W, Troter, M. 5e.

R. ,]. Larﬂ;, BA.

. Matthiews, BoAL

FORMER MASTERS WITH TWENTY YEARS' SERVICE

18841918 A, |. Connabeer

1896-1931 H. Holbeche, B.5c., ARCS,

18991919 W, Townsend, L.L.C.M,
1902-1921 F, W, Thorpe, M.A,
1906-1943 W, H. Edwards, B.A.

1907-1944 |, R. |. Savage, C. & G, Uert,

191919580 E. G, Hughes, B.A.
1920-1946 ], 1. Hurkms, Bés L,
1921-1933 F. Hughes, M.C.,, B.A,
1920-1951 W, |. R Henley, M Se.
1931-1953  E. Barker Jones, B.5c.
1931-1953 L, E. Bloyce, B.A,, LgsL.

THE STAFF OF THE GIRLS' SCHOOL

1919  hhiss W, M. Braimbridge, B.A,

Mizz E. T, Brown, M.A.
1221 Mise V. M. Smith, A T.I2,
1928 Miss M. E. Shorter, B.A.
Mizz E. M. Smith, B.5c,
193%  Mizs M. K. Fallas, B;Se.
1945 Miss K, 5. Dougill, B.5c,
1948  Miss |, M. Barbanel, B.A.
1932 Miss P . Bennett, B.A,
Miss M. M., Grarnt, B.5e,
Miss |. Potter, 1Mp. Phys Ed.
Mr, COW. Watson, L.E.AM,
1933 Miss A, H. Davidson, B.A,
Whss |, Gilby, Dip.Phys.Ed,
Miss B L. Magnus, BLA.
Mes. M. B May, BLA.
Mizs 3. M, Minty, M.A,
Miss G. M. Snellgrove, BLA.

1954 Misz B. M. Crockendon,
GRSM, ARCM.
Miza B. L. Fi:‘lr_h, Teachers’
Cert, Dom. Subjects
Miss H. M. C, Gibsan, B.A.
Miegs G. M. Mavhew, B.A,
1953 Mies. B, Alden,
Dottoressn di Belle Lettere
Miss E, |. F. Climic, B.A.
Miss B, E. Hayward, B.8c.
Miss |. E. Mifler, B.5c.
Miss M. Whittlestone,
GRSM, ARCM,
1956 Mizs E. M. 8, Clarke,
Teachers’ Cert, Dom, Subjects
Miss A L. McCoubrey, BLA.
Miss 5. B. Mapgashack, ARCA,

FORMER MEMBERS WITH TWENTY YEARS' SERVICE

1906-1927  Miss M. C. Ockendon
1907-1945  Biss BE. AL Trons, B.A.

19171952 Muss A, M. Davis, BLA.
P92 1949 Miss A E. James, BLAL

19171953 Mre. ]|, E. Challis; LIT.A M,
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APPENDIX I

EXTRACT FROM THE MARRIAGE SETTLEMENT
OF WILLIAM PALMER, 1657.

This Indenture made the fifteenth day of May in the year of our Lord one
thousand six hundred fifty and seven Between William Palmer of London
Merchant of the one part and Robert Smyth the elder of Upton in the
parish of Westham in the County of Essex Esguire, Robert Smyth thi
younger son and heir apparent of the said Robert Smyth the elder, ane
Anne Smyth third daughter of the said Robert Smyth the elder of the other
part, Whereas there is a marriage intended (by the grace of Goud) shortly
to be had and solemnized between the said Wm Palmer and the said Anne
Smyth, Now this Indenture witnesscth That in consideration of the said
marriage And of the sum of 20000 of lawful money of England to the said
Win Palmer in hand wt and before the ensealing and delivery of these
presents by the said Robert Smyth the elder well and traly paul in Tull for
the marriage portion of the said Anne . . . And for a competent Joynture
ta be made for the said Anne in case she ahall overlive him the suid Wm
Palmer . . . And for the settling and assering of the Manors lands tenements
and hereditaments hereafeer in these presents mentioned . . . in the name
and blood of the said Wm Palmer so long time as it shall please almighty
Gad and to other the severa]l uses intents and purposes hercafter eapressod
.. He the said Wm Palmer doth covenant with the said Robere Smyth
the elder and Robert Smyth the younger . . . that he will before the end
of Baster Torm next ensuing . . . at the costs and charges in law of him
the said Wm Palmer before the Justices of the Court of Common Pleas at
Westminster in due form of law acknowledge and levy unto the said Robert
Smyth the elder and Robert Smyth the younger and their heits . . . one ot
more fine or fines . . . whereupon proclamations shall or may be had
according to the form of the Statute in that case made and provided. Of
all chat the Manor of * Torock als Thorack Gray als Grayes Thorock * with
all and singular the rights members and appurtenances thereofl in the said
County of Essex, And of all that capital messuage and mansion or Manor
house at Grays Thurrock with all the barns stables edifices buildings yards
orchards gardene and appurtenances thereunto belonging containing by estir
mation 11 acres. And of all that messuage called ye Mill house with the
appurtenances. And of all thoze two eottages heretofore in the tenures of
Wm Machin and Younge and now in the tenures of Wm Nuby and Robt
Witham. And of all that messuage with the appurtenances called or knowne
by the name or sign of the Rose and Crowne heretolore in the temure of
John Whitebread and now in the occupation of William Tayler, And of
all that tenement eplled the Boarded house heretolore in the tenure of
Umpton and now in the occupation of John Croflts. And of all that tene-
ment with the appurtenances and two aeres of land heretofore in the tenure
of John Crofts and now in the tenure of Ezekiel Sparkes. And of all that
cottage heretofore in the tenure of Edward Sawell and now in the tenure
of Peter Wingate, And of all that tenement hecetofore dn the tenure of
John Jasper and now in the tenure of John Little. And of all that tenement
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being the Ferry house with the appurtenances called the Galley and six
acres of salt and fresh marsh heretofore m the tenure of John Lacy and now
in the tenure of Abraham Pellham, And of all those several parcels of arable
land containing together by estimation one hundred and twenty and eight
acres whereal one of them 3z called by the name of Dies feld and containeth
fifty and two acres and one of them is called by the name of Small Profis
and containeth by estimation thirty and two acres and one other of them
s called by the name of Round Bushfield and containeth by estimation
twenty and cight acres and the other of them s called by the name of 14
scres and containeth by cstimation 16 aeres And do abut cast upon Grayes
woods, west upon Hoge lane, noeth upon the lands now or late of Thomas
Latham Gent and the Yane leading from Stifford o Chadwell and south upon
Bramble hills heretofore in the tenure of Richard Larder and now are in the
tenure of [mo Lambert. And of all that parcel of land called by the name of
the Slade containing 14 acres heretofore in the tenure of Richard Larder
and now in the twenure of Jno Lambert And of all those woods called
Grayes woods Lady Bpring and Sacocks wood containing by estimation 100
acres heretolore in the cceupation of Ri: Lirder now in the tenure of John
Lambers, And of all those three parcels of arable land lying together called
the Great Warren, the Little Warren and Bustards “Warren with the tene-
ment in one of them standing containing fourscore and ten acres heretofore
in the tenure of Jne Starkis and Tho: Bushiield and now in the tenure of
John Dove And of all that parcel of land called Brownesfield contaniing 20
acres heretofore in the tenure of Jno Starkis and now in the tenure of
Ezckiel Sparkes. And of all those several parcels of land lying in Bushey
eraft Callow lands Broomehill and Knavesacre contilning one and twenty
acrés herctofore in the tenure of Jno Crofts now in the wenure of Ezckiel
Sperkes, And of all that parcel of land called Bramble Hills containing
eyght and twenty acres heretofore in the tenure of John Ware and now in
the tenaie of Ezckiel Sparkes And of all those 3 parcels of land called the
Crofts containing 13 acres heretofore in the tenures of James Crosse and
Tha: Bushficld now in the tenure of Tho: Bushfeld. And of all thae parcel
of land ealled Brickfield containing 15 acres heretofore in the tenure of
Rich: Larder and now in the tenure of Jono: Lumbert. And of all thar parcel
of land ealled Boeoreficld conteining 15 acres heretafore in the tenure of
Ri: Larder and now in the tenure of Jno: Lambert. And of all that parcel
of land containing 100 acres called by the name of the Towne field now in
the tenure of Tho: Bushficld And of all that parcel of land lying under
Brickficld hedge comtaining 3 acres now in the wecupation of Thomas
Bushficld And of all those 3 parcels of land called the Town fields contain-
ing 20 acres now in the tenure of Tho; Bushiicld And of all those 3 parcels
of land lying tegether ealled lves Thomas Longhill and Breomefield con:
taining thirty and two acres heretofore in the tenure of R, Larder now in
the tenure of John Lambert. And of all that parcel of land containing 8
acres heretofore in the tenure of Umpton and now in the tenure of John
Crrofts. And of all that parcel of land lying at the foor of Walescote marsh
containing 2 actes and a hall herctofore in the tenure of Jno Starkis now
in the tenure of Ezekiel Sparkes. And of all that marsh called Coltrop
containing 14 acres and a half heretofore in the tenure of Rit Larder and
now in the tenure of Jno: Lambert. And of all that parcel of marsh called
Grayes mead containing twenty and six acres And of all that marsh called
Redopps marsh containing & acres heretofore in the tenure of Rich: Lacder
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and now in the tenure of Ine; Lambert. And of those two parcels of march
grounds lately divided called Broad marsh containing 20 acres heretofore 1n
the tenure of R, Larder now in the tenure of Jno Lambert And of all those
two parcels of marsh called the Saltngs containing four and bwenty acres
heretofore in the eccupation of Rich: Larder now in the tenure of Jno:
Lambert, And of all that marsh called Brands marsh containing 4 acres
heretofore in the tenure of James Crosse and now in the tenure of Ezeliel
Sparkes. And of all that marsh ealled Landhope containing & acres here
tolore i the tenure of Jno: Jasper and now in the tenure of |no: Little And
of all that parcel of marsh ground containing 20 acres now in the tenure of
Erckicl Sparkes. And of all that marsh called Capes hope marsh containing
100 acres lying in four several parcels heretofore im the tenures of |no:
Ware and James Orosse now in the tenuce of Ezekivl Sparkes. And of all
that marsh lying in 5 parcels called Walescote marsh containimg 15 acres
heretolore in the tenure of Ino! Ware and now in the tenure of Ezckiel
Sparkes. And of all that other marsh called the three acres marsh herero
fore dn the tenure of Ino. Jasper now in the tenure of Jno. Litle, And of
all thase six parcels of pasture and marshland enclosed together on the
west side of Grays Thurrock and the highway leading from Grays Thurrock
tor the pt:und called |1}r the several names of the West SiﬂLing, the two West
fields, Mill marsh Ruoshmarsh and Rrands marsh containing together forty
and six acres now in the tenure of Tho: Bushfield, abutting cast upon Grays
Thurrack and the highway I:naa,{,[ing to GT.‘!}_’ﬁ Thurrock pnund, West upon
Wiright's marshes, north upon the way leading from the pound there to
West Thurrock and south upon the Biver of Thames, And of all that
Chapel sitoate and being on the south side of the ecast end of the parish
churech of Gr wys Thurrock. And of all that Market ta be holden u.'uufd:,r upan
Thursday and three fairs in the wear. And of all the rents and services of
all the freholders now belonging to the Manor of Grays Thureock . .
And the full force of the same fine or fines shall be a:]jl.ulgmf = - and are
herchy declared by all the zaid parties to these presents to be . . . To the
several wses intents and purposes . . . hereafter in these presents respectively
mentioned and expressed and to or for none other wse intent of purpose
whatsoever (that i to zay) Az for touching the aforessid cottape in the
tenure of the said Wm Nuby And all that tenement called the Rose and
Crowne And all that tenement now in the teriuee of no Litthe And all that
tenement being the Ferry house called the Galley together with the Ferry and
all the aferesad tenements now in the ocoupation of Peter Windgate And
all these pieces of land meadow pastore and marsh called by the several
names of the Crofts, the parcel of land Iyving under Brickfiecld hedge, the
Towne fiells, Landhope, the 3 acre marsh, the West salting, the two West
fetds Mill Marsh Bush Marsh and Brands marsh . . . To the only proper
use of Wm Palmer and of his heirs and assigns for ever, And touching All
that tenement called the Boarded houge and all that parcel of land containing
B acres now in the occupation of Jno Crofts And all those three parcels of
arable land lying topether called the Great Warren, the little Woirren and
Bustards Watren with the tenement in one of them standing . . . to the
uge of the said Wm Palmer during the term of his nawral life . . . Then
to the wvse of the said Robert Smyth the clder & Ro. Smyvih the vounger
and their heirs during the Lfe of the said Wm Palmer upon trust |

And from and after the decease of the said Wm Palmer Then to the use of
the first son of the said Wm Palmer on the body of the sald Asne Smyth to
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be begotten and of the hefrs male of the body of such first son Jawfully to
be begotten And for lack of such issuc then to the use of the second son
of the said William Palmer . . . [and so on to the 10th and all other sons
af William and ;"mnu'L

o owcofnd for the fack of such fssue Then to the use of che said Robert
Smyth the ¢lder & Robert Smyth the younger for and during the term of
fourscore & nineteen years from thence next ensuing and fully to be complete
& ended In trust for the raising of portions and maintenances for daughters
In case the said Wm Palmer shall have one or more daughter or daughters
by the said Anne and no son or sons or having any son or sons thev all
die without any fssue male of their bodies And after the expiration or othir
sooner determination of the said term of 99 years;, Then to the use of the
said Wm Palmer and of his heirs and assigns for ever . . .
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APPENDIX 11

ARTICLES OF AGREEMENT FOR ERECTING A
WHARF AT GRAYS, 1657

ARTICLES of Agreement indented made concluded and agreed upon the
Twenticth day of November In the yeare of our Lord One Thousand Six
Hundred fiftie and Seaven Betweene Thomas Burren and Moses lones of
St Lecnards Bromley in the County of Middlesex Carpenters of the one part
and William Palmer of London Merchant of the other part Witnessing as
Followeth viz,

Fitst the said Thomas Burren and Moses Jones for themselves and either
of them . . . doe covennt promise grannt and agree to and with the said
William Palmer his exeemtors etc by these presents in manner and forme
following, that i to say, that they the said Thomas Burren and Moses
Jones . . . their servants workmen or assignes . ., will for the consideracon
hereafter in these presents expressed make and sett up one framed Whirfe
at Graies Thorrocke in the County of Essex upon the place where the
Ancient Wharfe fcrrml.:ﬂ}r wis, weh said Wharfe shall contine from the first
great Landiye towards the Thames neere the landing place there thence to
the Towneward one hundred and twenty foote in length at the least, and
ehall make the Mudsill of the said Wharfe the whole length of the wharfe
of good new fir scaven inches thick and nine inches broad And shall mike
the Campstride of the said Wharfe the whele length of the wharfe of good
eound hart sake eight inches broad and six inches and a halfe thick and
shall make all the punchins of the same Wharte of good hart oake every
punchin to be seaven foote long at least and six inches and a half bread and
five inches and a half thick and not to stand or be sett above fifteene inches
owe from another at the most And shall also muke to the same wharfe one
hundred and twenty foote of needle or of hart oake weh shalbe seaven
inches broad and five inches and a halfe thick at the least And shall make
ta the said wharfe eightegne Landtyes more or lesse as need shall require all
of hart oak, nine of them to be fowerteene foote long apiece at least, five
of them to be eighteene foote Jong apicce at least or longer if need shall
require, and the rest of those Landiyes to be fifteene foote long aplece at
least and not to he sett or placed shove seaven foote in seaven foote and a
halfe one from another And shall fasten every one of those Landtyes with
an iron bale of three foote and a halfe long and one inch and a halfe over
with saweer heads and two staples ar more at each end if need shall reguire
And shall board the said Wharfe in the inside from the bottome to the
needle with the best deales dneh and halfe thick apiece and from the needle
to the top with the best plancks of hart oak one inch and a guarter thick
apiece And shall make the same wharfe seaven foote at least from the bottome
to the top And shall make sufficient tayle stakes of hart oak for the said
Landtyes, two taylestakes at least for every landiye And shall keepe the
wame wharfe in at the bottome all the length by driveing in of piles of
hart oak of a sufficient length and thicknes theee foote and a halfe in fower
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foote one from an other or nearer if need shall require and also shall and
will from the first great landtye where they begin to frame the wharle from
thence to the Thamesward sufficiemtly mend and repair that part of the
wash or returne sext to the Thames with the piles and boards that are al-
ready in the other part of the said whatle filling it vp with bush bavins
making it a firme cawsey with chalke and gravell And also shall find and
allowe all manner of labour and workemanshipp in and about takeing up
and throweing out the earth and putting in apaine And shall make the said
wharfe all over u firme ground filling it up with bushes chalke and gravell
And that they shall sufficiently substantially frame sett up and finish the
same wharfe at or before the feast day of the Mativity of St John the
Baptist now next comeing after the date hercof in by and with all and all
mannet of stulfe materialls and workemanshipp in such manner as is before
expressed and according to the intent and prog meaning of these presents
and go firme and strong that by and to the judgement of men the same shall
and may stand and continue firme and good the space of twenty and one
yeares at the least And that the said Thomas Burren and Moses Jones shall
and will from time to time for and during the space of seaven yeares
comencing from the aforesaid feast day of the Mativity of St John the
Baptist now next comeing after the date hereof at theire . ., owne proper
costs and charges well and sufficiently repaire and amend all and all mun-
ner of defects or decaies whatscever wech shall during the said terme of
seAVER yeares come unto or growe upon the said wharle in any sort or kind
whatsoever.

IN CONSIDERACON  whereof the said William  Pamer . . . doth

covennt . . . to and with the said Thomas Burren and Moses Jones . . .
that he . . . shall and will well and truly pay or cause to be paid unto the
gaid Thomas Burren and Moses Jones . . . the some of three score and

five pounds of lawfull meney of England in manner and forme following
that s to say forty pourds thereof in hand at and before the sealing and
delivery hereof and twenty five pounds more thereof residue and in full
payment of the said some of three score and five pounds within the space of
thirty duys next after the finishing of the aforesaid whatle as aforesaid A
or in the now dwelling house of John Butler the elder, Scrivencr, scituate
in Fenchureh Strecte London And also that they the said Thomas Burren
and Moses Jones . . . shall or may have or take all the old stiffe or
material , . weh is now belonging to the aforcsaid Wharfe being one
hundred and twenty foote in lesgth or thereabout Soe that they take awiy
the gaid stuffe or materialls wehout doeing any preiudice or hure 1o that
weh they shall leave standing And further if there shall be any bushes
groweing in the wood of the said William Palmer in Grates Thorrock that
then it shall and may be lawfull to and for the said Thomas Burren and
Muoses Jones . . . to cutt take and carey away o many of those bushes as
they shall have occasion to use in or for the worke aforésaid so they doe
no spoyle or preiudice to the wood or trees groweing in the same wood
And lastly the said William Palmer . . . doth covennt . . . to and with
the said Thomas Burren and Moses Jones . . . that if they shall and doe
well and substantially make sett up and finish the aforesaid whaefe in such
manner as is before expressed and within the time before limited for doeing
thereof in and by all things according to the intent and true meaning of
these presente and if wpon veiwe there of Thomas Cowden and William
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Fowkes of 5t Leonards Bromley, maltsters shall adiudge that the makeing
setting up and finishing of the aforesaid Wharfe shalbe worth five pounds
more than the aforesaid some af three score and five pounds and that they
the said Thomas Cowden and William Fowkes shall declare the same by
writing under both theire hands testifyed by credible witnesses that then
he the said William Palmer . . . shall and will within the space of thirty
daies next after that such declaracon shalbe shewed unto the said William
Palmer . . . under the hands of the said Thomas Cowden and William
Fowkes well and truly pay of cause to be paid unto the said Thomas Burren
and Moses Jones . . . oatt the place aforessid the some of fve pounds more
of lawwfull money of England over and above the aforesaid some of three
score and five pounds In witness whereof the partics above said to these
presents interchangeably have putt theire hands and seales the day and yeare
fizst above witten

Mem:
That belore the sealing and delivery hereof it wis mutually agreed by
and betweene all and every the parties within menconed that whercas it is
menconed in severall places in the Articles within weitten that all timber
and stuffe weh 05 to be used about the within menconed wharfe shalbe all
hart oak wee nevertheles if there shall be a small parcell of sap in any one
picce of the timber or stuffe wch shalbe used in or about the same wharle
weh shall not be preiudiciall the within pamed William Palmer . . . shall
not take any advintage or forfaiture of upon or by the within written
articles or any covenant therein contained or upon or by the bonde for
pecformance of the covenants thereof And so sealed and delivered in the
presence of Jo Butler and Williain Fell.
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APPENDIX III.
THE TRUST DEED FOUNDING THE CHARITY.

This Indenture made the seven and twenticth Day of August in the
fifth yeare of the Reigne of our Sovercigne Lady Anne by the Grace of
God of England Scotland France and lreland Queene Defender of the
Faith @ec. Anne Dni, 1706, Betweene William Palmer of Stratford in the
pirish of Westham in the County of Essex Esquire of the ane part and Se
Richard Anderson of Stifford in the County of Essex Baronett, 8r Thomas
Davall of Graies Thoreck knight, Dacres Barrett of Bellhouse in the said
County of Essex Esquire, Richard Barrett Esquire, eldest Son and Heir
Appatent of the said Dacres Bareett, John Lockey of Barking in the County
of Essex Esguire, Richard Saltonstall of South Ockendon in the said County
of EBssex EBsguire, Nathan Wright of the pill:is-h of Cranham in the sad
County of Essex Esquire, Joshua Palmer the elder of 5t Buttolfs without
Bishops Gate London Doctor in Physick, Joshva Palmer the younger
Gentléman Son and Heir apparent of the said Joshua Palmer the elder,
MWathaniel Grantham the younger of West Thorock in the said County of
Essex Gentleman, Pigott Hate of Oraetr in the said County of Essex Gentl,
and Jas(:ph Brandon Citizen and Goldsmith of London of the other part
Witnesseth that for and in consideration of the Summe of Five shillings
of lawiull Meney of England to the szaid William Palmer in hand well
and truely paid by the said Sr Richard Anderson, ete . . . at and before
the sealing and delivery of these presents The receipt whereof is herchy
acknowledped and for the setthing assureing and conveying of the Messuages
or Tenementz Lands and Heredimaments hereinafter menconed Too the
severall uses intents and purposes and vpon the Trusts and subjeet and
under the Provisoes Limitacons and Restrictions herein after contained
menconed and declared of and concerning the same Premises He the said
William Palmer . . . Dath grant Bargain sell release and confirm unto the
said Sr Richard Anderson, etc, . . . (in their actuall possession now being
by wvirtue of a Bargain and Sale for one whole yeare to them made by the
said William Palmer by Indenture bearing date the Day next before the Day
of the date of these presents to commence from the Day next hefore the
Day of the date thereof and by force of the Statute for transferring of uses
into possession and to their Heires and Assignes) All that piece of parcell
of Land being part of the Feild called Westfeld lying and being in the
parish of Grays Thoreck in the County of Essex now in the tenure or
occupacon of Thomas Hare containing by estimacon twenty foot in depth
and eighteen foot in breadth be the same more or less as the same 15 now
marked out with the Appurtenances which said piece ar parcell of Ground
so marked out abutteth on the Church yaerd there on the East and abutteth
on the Parsenage Garden on the Sauth and North and West on Westfield
aforesaid  And alse all those five Messuages or Tenements with the
Appurtenances scituate and being in White Crosse Street in the parish
of St Giles’s Cripplegate in the County of Middlesex now in the severall
tenures or oceupacons of Samucl Shepheard, Richard Golding, Elizabeth
King Widow, Peter Guyett, and [ob Ridle or their severall Assignes And
all that Messvage or Tenement with the appurtenances scituate in Lumbard
Strect in the parish of Allhallows Lumbard Street London new in the tenure
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or occupacon of Jeseph Brandon Together with all Sheps Cellars Sollars
Chambers Rooms Entryes Ways Passapes Vards Backsides Lights “Water-
courses Basements Proftts Commaodityes and Hereditaments whatsoever to
the said Messuages or Tenements and Premises belonging or in any wise
appertaining or therewith now used occupied or enjoyed or accepted reputed
or taken as part parcc]i or Member thereof or of any part thereof And the
Revercon and Revercons Remainder and Remainders and all yearly and other
Rents Issues and Profits thereof And all the Estate Right Title Intercst
Claim and Demand whatscever either in Law or in Equity of him the said
Willinm Palmer of in and to the same Premises or any part or parcell thereof
together with all Deeds Evidences and “Writings touching or concerning the
same Premises only which he the said William Palmer now hath in his
Custody or can come by without Suit in Law or Equity TO HAVE AND
TO HOLD the said piecce or parcell of Land Messuages or Tencments and
all and singular other the Premises therein before menconed and intended
to be hereby granted and released and every pare and parcell thereof to be
herehy granted and released and every part and parcell thercof with their
and EVETY of their J’Lppurt\:nﬁncas unto the said Sr Richard Anderson, cte

. . thetr Heires and Assignes for cver . . . T the uge and behoof of
the said Willlam Palmer and hiz Assignes for and during the terme of his
naturall life without impeachment of or for any manner of waste and with
full power liberty and suthority to make do and commit wagte and imme:
diately from and after his decease Then as for and concerning the said
piece or parcell of Land in Westfeild aforesaid To the use and behoof of
the =aid Sr Richard Anderson, ete. . , . their Heires and Assignes UPON
TRUST and TO the Intent and Purpose that they the said 5S¢ Richard
Anderson, ete, . . . and their Heires shall erect and build upon the same
Premises & good substaneisl Brick Building for a Schoolhouse twenty foot
in length and cighteen foot in breadth fronting the Church Yard aforesaid
with a Chimney therein and raise the Floor of the sasd intended Schoolhouse
one foot above the Ground and Wainscott the whele ingide of the same with
Deale Wainscott full four foott high from the said floor and place con-
venient low Desks and Seats in the said Schoolhovze and also make a
Vault under the same ten foot square sufficient to hold five Chaldrons of
Coales or more and to finish and compleat the said Building within two
yeares next after the decease of the said Willium Palmer in case he shall
not himself build and finish the same in his life tme And as for and
concerning all the said five Messuages or Tenements in White crosse Street
and the said Messuage in Al hallows Lumbard Street and the rest and
residue of the Premises herein hefore menconed and intended to be herchy
granted and released TO THE LUSE and hehoofe of them the safd Sr
Bichard Anderson, etc. . . . their Heires and Assignes for ever UPON
THUST that they the said Sr Richard Anderson, ete. . . . and their Heires
ghall and doe receive the Rents and profits thereof and pay and apply the
same TO the severall Charitable uses intents and purposes herein after
menconed (that is to say) UPON TRUST te pay and apply out of the
Rents and Profits of the same Premises which shall incurr and grow due
for the space of two years next alter the decease of the said Wilham Palmer
so much Money as shall be necessary for the erecting building and finishing
the said intended Schoolhouse in manner as aloresaid and to apply the
overplus and residue of the said Rents and Profits ariseing out ol and by
the same Premises for and dureing the said first two years after the Decease
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of the said William Palmer for the raising of a Causeway on the backside
of the Seorchpuses in Graics Thoreck aforesaid the said Causeway to be
made two foot high with Earth and six foor wide and covered with Gravell
and fenced with Posts in case the same shall not also be done and finished
by the said William Palmer in his own life time and from the expiracon
of the gaid terme of two yeares next alter the decense of the said William
Palmer THEN UPON TRUST that they the said Trustees & their Heires
and Assignes by and out of the Rents lssues and Profitts of the same
Premices well ard truely pay or cause to be puid to the Schoolmaster
of the said intended School for the time being for ever the yearly Summe
of Forty Pounds of good and lawfull Money of England at the four most
usual fleaste or Days of Payment in the year (that is to say) The ffeast
of the Birth of our Locd Christ and the Annunciation of the Blessed Virgin
Mary the Nativity of St. John Baptist and St. Michael the Archangell
by even and equall porcons the first payment thereof to begin and to be
made at such of the said Feasts as shall first and next happen after the
end or expiricon of the said terme of two years next after the decease
of the said William Palmer AND upon further TRUST that they the said
Trustees and their Heires doe and shall by and out of the Rents Issues
and Profitts of the said Premisses well and truely pay or cause to be paid
the yearly Rent or Summe of Twenty shillings of like lawfull Money of
England to the Churchwardens and Overseers of the Poore of the Piirish
of Graies aforesd and their Successars for the time being for ever at the
said four usual Teasts or Days of Payment by even and equal] portions
‘The first payment thereof to begin and to be made at such of the same
fleast Days as shall first and next happen after the end or expiration ol the
said terme of two years next after the decease of the said William Palmer
to be by them laid out in buying of Bread to be distributed to and among
such poor people of the said Parish of Grates as they shall think proper
Objeets of the same Charity in such manner as is herealter menconed (thae
is to say) Eighteen penny Loaves of Bread upon the frst Sunday in every
month and twenty four penny Loaves of Bread on the fifth Day of Novem-
ber wearly for ever The first distribution of the said Bread to ke made
the first Sunday of the first Month that shall happen after the end and
expitation of the said terme of two years next after the decease of the said
William Palmer AND UPON further TRUST that they the said Trustees
and their Heires do and shall by and out of the Rents lssues and Profits of
the said Premisses yearly and every year for ever upon the fifth Day of
November Cloath four poore Children of the said Parish of Graies Thorock
ta be nominated and appointed by the Churchwardens and Oversecrs of
the Poore of the same parish for the time being with the consent and
approbacon of the Owner or Owners for the time being af the late Mangion
House of the said William Palmer in Grayes Thorocke aforesaid wherein
William Tyler now inhabiteth the said charge of Cloathing such four poor
Children not to exceed the yearly Summe of Eight peunds AND upon
this further TRUST and Confidence that they the said Trustees and their
Heires Do and shall by and out of the Rents Issues and Profitts of the
eaid Premises yearly and every year pay or cause to be paid to the Minister
of the said Parish of Grays Thorock for the time being for cver the Summe
of Twenty shillings of lawfull Money of England for Preaching a Sermon
upon every fifth Day of November and if the Minister of the said parish
for the time being shall refuse or neglect to do the same Then to pay the
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saidl Twenty shillings a yeare to such Orthodox Minister of the Church of
England as shall at the request of the Churchwardiens and Overseers of the
Poore of the same parish for the time being preach a Sermon in the same
Panish Church on the same Day AND also upen this further TRUST and
Confidence that they the said Trustees and their Heires do and shall by
and out of the Rents Issues and Profitts of the said Premisses well and
truely pay or cause to be paid to the Tenant or Occupier of the Wharf
of Ferry and Ferryhouse in Grales Thorock aforesaid for the time being
for ever the Yearly Summe of Twenty shillings of lawiull Maney of Eng-
land UPON TRUST that such Tennant or Occupyer for the time being
yearly and every year lay out and imploy so much thercol as is necessary in
the first place for the repaiving and amending the Causeway |ying behind
the Storeliouse of the said Willam Palmer at Grays Thorock aforesaid
And to Imploy and lay out yearly and every wear the remainder of the
same Twenty shillings a year in carrying Earth and laying the same on that
part of the Salting Ground lying behind the Wharfe of the said William
Palmer at Grays Thorock aforesaid which is most Weit and Poachy AND
upon this further TRUST and ConfAdence that they the said Trustees and
their Heirs do and shall by and out of the Rents lssues and Profits of the
said Messuages or Tenements and Premises hereby granted and released
yearly and every year buy fve Chaldron of Coals at the Cheapest rate in
the Summer and lay the same in the Vault or Cellar intended to be made
under the satd new intended Schoolhouse as aforesaid and there to be kept
till the Oith Day of November in every year and then to be given and
delivered out by the Churchwardens of the smd Parish of Grays Thorock
to such of the Poor People of the same Parish and in such parts and pro-
porcons as the person or persons who shall be owner or owners for the
time being of the said Tate Mancon Heuse of the said William Palmer in
Grays Thorock aforesaid shall from time to time nominate and appoine
AND uvpon this further TRUST that they the said Trustees and their Heirs
do and shall by and out of the Rents Issues and Profits of the sad
Messuages or Tenements and Premises hereby granted and releazed yearly
and every yeir pay or cause to be paid to the Chureh wiirdens and Cwver-
seers of the Poor of the sad Parish of Grays Thorock for the time being
for ever on the ffth day of NMovember yearly and every year the summe of
Forty shillings of lawfull Money of England to be lad out in Entertaining
the said parish Officers when they meet to enquire and examine whether the
suid severall Charitys be paid and applied according to the true intent and
meaning of these presents and to take an account thereol and enter the
same in some Book to be kept in the Vestey of the patish Church of Grays
Thorock aforesaid for that purpose AND upon this further TRUST that
they the spid Trustees and their Heirs do and ghall by and out of the
Rents Tssues and Profitts of the said Messuages or Tenements and Premisses
Defaulk and Deduct to themselves all such Costs Charges Domages and
Expences as they or any of them shall from time to time expend lay out
ar he liable or put unto for or by reason of these presents or the Trusts
herchy reposed in them AND upon this further TRUST that they the
said Trustees and their Heirs and Assigns doe and shall imploy and dispose
all the rest residoe and remainder of the sad Rents Issuee and Profites
of all and singular the said Messuages or Tenements and Premisses to and
for the repairing upholding and supporting of the said Messuages or
Tenements hereby granted and released and the said Schoolheuse hereby
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directed to be built ns aforesaid from time to time as occacon shall be or
requirg and in the mean time improve the same to the hest advantage
for the purpose aforesaid AND the said William Palmer for him and his
Heires doth by these presents grant direct and appoint that the person
to be nominated and chosen Schoolmaster for the said intended  School
from time to time and at all times hereafter shall be nominated chosen
and appointed by such Person or Persons who for the time being shall be
Owner or Owners of the said late Mansion house wherein the said William
Palmer did lately live in the aforesaid Parish of Graies Thorock which
Schoolmuster so to be chosen nominated and appointed shall be obliged to
teach and dnstruct gratis and without any reward or stipend for the same
Tenn poore Children of the said Parish of Grays Thorock to be nominated
and appointed for that purpose by the Churchwardens of the said Parish
for the time being with the consent of the Owner or Owners of the said
late Mancon House of the said Willam Palmer in the parish aforesaid
yearly and every year on the ffth Day of November and to teach them to
Read Write and cast Accounts and to Instruct them in the Latin Tongue
such nominacon and appointment to be made in writing under their
Hands and Seals And in case any such Schoolmaster shall neglect or
refuse to teach such Tenn poor Children of the eaid parish gratis and
without reward in manner as aforesaid that then such Schoolmaster
immediately after such refusall or neglect shall thereby be incapable to be
Schoolmaster of the said Intended School and shall have no further or
other benelitt of the said Annuity or Salary of Forty pounds a yeare And
that then and in such case the Owner or Owners of the said lefe Mancon
House of the said William Palmer in Graies Thorock aforceaid shall
nominate and appoint such other Person as he or they shall think firt to
be Schoolmaster of the said intended School and to teach and instruct the
said Tenn Children of the said Parish of Grajes gratis and without reward
and in manner as & aforesaid according to the true intent and meaning of
these presents PROVIDED also and the said William Palmer doth hereby
declare that it shall and may be fawfull to and for the said Trustees and
the Survivers and Survivor of them and the Heires and Assignes of such
Survivor and all and every Person and Persons who shall hereafter be
Trustees of and for the said intended Charityes [rom time to time by
Indenturés under their Hands and Seals to demise sett and to farm lett
all or any part or parts of the said Messuages or Tenements herein helore
menconed and intended to be hereby granted and released as aforesaid
to any Person or Persons for any terme or number of years not exceeding
the number of one and bwienty years at the most Rent that can be reason-
ably had or obtained for the same soe as the same be made payable half
yearly or quarterly durcing the continuance of such Lease without tuking
any Summe or Summes of Money or other thing whatsoever by way of
Fine or Income for or in respect thereof and so 65 none of the said Leages
be made dispunishable of waste and so in every such Lease be contained
conditions of reentry for nonpayment of Rent to be therchy reserved and
such other Covenants as are veuall in like cases and so 28 such person or
persons Lo whom such lease or Leases shall be made Scale & Execute
Counterparts thereof respectively PROVIDED also and it is hereby [urther
declared covenanted and agreed by and betweene the said partyes to these
presents for them and their Heires and the true intent and meaning of
them and of these presents is that when the number of the sald Trustees
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above pamed shall by Death Release ov otherwise be reduced to the number
of three persons That then the surviving Trustees or the Heires of the
Survivor aof them shall Convey over the siid Messuages or Tenements
Hereditaments and all and singular other the Premisses herein before men-
coned and intended to be herehy released and conveyed with their and every
of their Appurtenances to the like number of Persons of Creditt and ability
living near unto the said Parish of Grayes Thorock or Relacons of him the
said William Palmer as are nominated and appointed by these presents and
to their Heires and Assignes To the use of themselves and the said other
Trustees and their Heires UPON THE TRUSTS and to the Intents afore-
saidd and so from time to time the surviving Trustees of the said Messuages
or Tenements and Premisses herein before menconed and intended to be
herchy granted and released as aforesaid shall convey the premises to them-
selves and other Trustees as aforesaid and their HMeives upon the Trusts
herein before menconed TO the Intent that the clear yearly Rent and Profitts
of the same Messuages or Tencments Hereditaments and Premises may be
applied to and for the several uses intents and purposes hereinbefore par
ticularly menconed and expressed according to the true intent and meaning
of these presents TN WITNESS whereof the said partyes first above named
have hereunto sett their Hands and Seales the Day and year first above

written Wm 3 Palmer
Richd 0 Anderson
Mathan O Wright
Thomas O Dawvall
Dacre 3} Barrett
Ri 3 DBarrett
L1 O Salonstall
Juhn O Leckey
Jos O Palmer senr
los=a O Palmer junt
Mathaniel (0 Grantham
Joseph @  Brandon

Sealed and Delivered (each skin being first stampt with a double sixpenny
Stamp) by the within named William Palmer in the presence of Chwen
Lloyd, Jo. Thomas, Edw: Fawcett

Sealed and Delivered by the within numed Dacre Barrett, Ri: Barvett Ri:
Sakkonstall in the prisence of us Robt Hamilton, Jno Tapley.

Sealed and Delivered by the within named Jne Lockey in the presence
of Bdw Lockey, Philip Taylar.

Sealed and Dielivered by the within named Sr Thomas Davall in the
presence of us John Wilkes, Wm Curtets.

Sealed and Delivered by the within named Joshua Palmer Senr & Joshua
Palmer Junr in ye presence of |no Mackmath, Philip Taylar.

Sealed and Delivered by the within Sir Richd Anderson in the presence of
Wi Curteis, Philip Taylar,

Spaled and Delivered by the within named Nathaniel Grantham, Gentle
man in the presence of Robt Foley, Joseph Reecbess.

Sealed and Delivered by ye within named Sr Nathan Wright Bactt in the
presence of Wm Curteis, Phillip Taylar,
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APEENDIX 1V,
WILLIAM PALMER'S WILL.

[. WILLIAM PALMER, of Stratford Langiliorn in the parish of Westham
in the County of Essex Esquere calling eo Mind the frailty and mortality
of my Nature but heing at this time of sound Mind and perfect Memory
praised be God do make and ordain my last Will and Testament in manner
following Wiz, IMPRIMIS 1 begueathe my Soul inte the Hands of
Almighty God hoping through the Sutisfaction and Merits of my only
Saviour Jesus Christ to have full and free pardon of all my Bins and to
Inherit Eternal Life my Body 1 comit to the Barth to be buried in my
awn Chancell at Grayes Thoreck in the said County of Essex in such
decent manner as my Executor herein after named shall chink fier.

ITEM 1 Will that my Debts and Hunerall charges be paid and Dis-
charged.

ITEM, WHEREAS in and by one Indenture bearing date on or about
the seven and twenticth Day of August Anno Dom 1706 and in the fifth
year of the Reign of her present Majesty Queen Anne made or menconed
ta be made between me the said Willlam Palmer of the one part and Sr
Richard Anderson Baronet Sir Thomas Davall knight Dacres Barret Esguire
Richard Barcet Esgqr John Lockey Esqr Richard Saltonstall Esqr Nathan
Wright Esquire Joshua Palmer the elder Doctor in Physick Joshua Palmer
the younger Gentleman Nathaniel Grantham the younger Gentleman Pigott
Hatr Gentleman and Joseph Brandon Goldsmith of the other part 1 have
granted to and szereled upon them as my Trustees several Messuages or
Tenements and Lands for Charitable uses and among the rest for a School-
house lately by me built but not finished in Grayes Thorack aforesasd under
the limitacons therein expressed NOW 1 do hereby Give and Devise unto
my said Trustees All that my Cottage now in the possession of the Widow
Elkin and William Gilman with the piece of Ground thereunto annexed and
therewith enjoyed situate and being in the parish of Grays Thorock afore:
gaid TO HOLD to my said Trustees their Heirs and Assigns for ever
UPON TRUST that they permit and sufier my said Executors to pull down
the said Cottage and to erect on the said plece of Ground a Messoage or
Tenement as herein after directed AND wpon the further TRUSTS thae
such Messuage or Tenement with the Appurtenances shall be herealter the
Habitseon or Dwelling house for the Schoolmaster of the said School for
the time being wherein he shall Dwell gratis AND 1 will and order that
such Housge be Built and Frected by my said Executor and the said Joshua
Palmer Junior in such manner and according to such Madel as 1 shall Direet
{if 1 leave any such) otherwise as they shall think fit and that all things in
relation thereto be managed by them jointly,

ITEM my Mind and Will is and I do hereby Order Charge and Direct
that the Half years Rent which shall become due for and out of all my
Messuages Lands Tenements and Hereditaments in the said County af
Essex at Michaclmas or Lady Day next after my decease one whale yeirs
Rent of my three Houses in Chancery Lane one whole years Rent of my
fve Houses in White Cross Street one whole years Rent of my House in
Lombard Street one whele years Annuity of a Tally and Order herein alter
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given to Joshua Palmer being Twenty five pounds also one guarlerly paye
ment of the Annuity of Twenty eight pounds herem after given to Dorcas
Wright als Canning next becoming Due alter my Decease alsy three pounds
hereinafter mentioned to be pad my Cousin Wright also the next years
Interest of Thirty pounds which shall become due after my Degease from
Thomas Hare by his Bond  Also all the Annuall Profits which shall become
due for or on my Million Lottery Tickets amounting in the whole to seventy
pounds per Annum after my decease And ako the next Six Months
Initerest which shall become due next after my Decease for all Monies due
w0 me on Mortgages Bonds Judgments ot atherwise (except herein after
specifically given or bequeathed and not hereby charged) shall be paid
unta and recetved by my said Executor 1o whom I give devise and bequeath
the said Rents and Interest above menconed In Trust that he immediately
lay out and apply the same Maneys so to he raised for the more speedy
finishing of the School I have already built and for the crecting and
finishing of a House or Habitation for the Dwelling of such Schoolmaster
on the Ground before devised at Grays Thorock aforesatd for such purpose
and that the overplus of the Moneys 8o to be radsed e aforesaid after the
said School is finished And the said House erected and  finished  shall
he by my said Executor laid out and expended in the Building of Outhouses
and sich other Conveniences as shall be usefull and necessary for the said
Haouze,

ITEM 1 give and hequeath the Clock now standing in my Hall to the
said Trustees In Trust for the said School and Will that the same be set
up there to remain for the use thercof,

ITEM 1| give and bequeath the Sum of Ten pounds to such of my
Servants living with me at the time of my decease as shall be nominated
by my trusty and faithful Servant Alice Slew for that purpose over and
above theit Wages to be divided among such in such proparcons as she
shall think ftt and to be paid them forthwith after my Hunerall,

ITEM [ give and bequeath unto my said trusty and faithfull Servant
Alice Slow Spinster two Annuities of Twenty five pounds per Annum
cach making together ffifty pounds per Annum payable at the Exchequer
for the term of Minety nine years pursuant and according to an Act of
Parlinment in that beball made in the sixth year of her present Majosty’s
Reign for the said term of Ninety nine years if she the said Alice Slow
shall so long live she paying nevertheless unto Ann Hebbs Widow thercout
Eight pounds quarterly as she shall receive the same from the Excheguer
during the life of the said Ann Hebbs and if she shall Dye before the
said Ann Hebbs Then to whom 1 give the said two Annuitics of fifty
pounds per Annum and to whom they shall come by virtue hereof shall
pay the said Eight pounds per Annum as aforesaid to the said Ann Hebbs
during her life and after the decease of the said Alice Slow Then 1 give
and bequeath the said Annuitics of Mifty pounds per Annum or so much
thereof as shall not be payable to the said Ann Hebbs to Margaret the
Wife of Robert Bedle of London Innkecper for and during all the remain
der of the suid term of Nincty nine ycars which shall be then to come if
the said Margaret shall so long live for her particular separate use and lor
which her receipt shall be a Discharge and from and after her deccase
Then | give and bequeath the said Annuities of ffifty pounds per Annum
to William Bedle (2on of the said Robert and Margaret) for all the re-
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mainder af the said term of Minety nine years that shall be then to come (if
the said William Bedle shall so long live) And from and after his Decease
Then T give and begueath the gaid Annuities of ity pounds per Annum to
the Son {:if bt one) if more than one Then to the eldest zon of the Body
of the zaid Margaret then living for and during all the remainder of the
siid term of Ninety nine years that shall be then to come if such Son shall
so long live and after his Decesse Or in case there be no such Son Then
I give and devise the said Annuacties of fifty pounds per Annum unto the
Daughter if bue one or if more than one Then to the eldest Daughter of the
satd Margaret then Hw'ng for and d.un'ng all the remainder of the said term
of MNinety nine years that shall be then to come if such Daughter shall so0
long live And from and after her decease or if there be no such Draonghter
or Son or any lssue of them living Then 1 give and bequeath the said
Annuities of 50& per Annum and the Tallys and Orders for the same to
William Hudson and Margaret Hudson Grandchildren to my Cozen Margarer
King and to their Exeeutors Admimistratars and Assigns for all the remainder
of the said Term that shall be then to come.

(About the Wharle)

ITEM, WHEREAS I am entitled te a Wharf and Storehouse with
the Bridge leading to the low Water and to o Causeway behind the said
Storehouses which 1 bave lately made at Grays Thorock now in the
possession of Oliver Wake I do herehy give and begueath one other
Annuity of 25£ per Annum  payable at the Exchequer for the term of
Ninety nine years pursuant and according to the said Act of Parliament
made in that behalf in the said sixth year of her present Majesty's Reign
{after one yeéar's Annuity paid thereout unto my Executor for and towards
building the House and finshing the said School as above i3 mentioned)
unto Joshua Palmer of the Middle Temple London Gentleman for so
long af the residue of the said term of Ninety nine years as he shall live and
fram after his Drecease To such person or persons as shall be intided to
the possession or Rents and Profits of the said Wharfe Storchouses Bridge
and Causeway [or so long of the said residue of the said term as he or they
shall continue so intitled to the said Rents and Profits UPON TRUST
that the said Joshua Palmer and such other Person and Persons respece
tively shall and do out of the fisst Moneys (after the said first years
Annuity paid as aforesaid) that shall be received for the said Annuity
pay so much Money as shall be necessary for repairing and beautifying
my chancell in the parish Church of Grays Thorock in the said County
of Hssex in such manner as my said Exccmtor shall think At And my
Mind and Wil is that the Tenant who for the time being shall be in actual
possession of the Ferry Housec and the said Wharf Bridge Storehouse
and Causeway during the remainder of the said term do lay out and expend
any Sum or Sums not exceeding the said Sum of five and twenty
pounds per Annum in manner following Viz. In the first place for
providing and laying one hundred loads of Earth Chalk or Chalk Rubbish
and spreading the same on the Saltings on the East side of the said Store-
houses for rasing the said Saltings untill the same shall be sufficiently
rajsed and in the next place for buying Timber Pyles and Boards for the
necessary reparation of the said Wharfe Bridge Storchouse and Ciuseway
and for paying and discharging #ll other BExpences in and about the
necessary Repairs thereof which are to be dene in such manner as such
Tenant and my zaid Executor shall think fit and proper concerning which
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Repairs and Expences such Tenant shall be aecountable and shall yearly
at Michas in every year render a just and true account to the said Joshua
Palmer ‘or to the person or persons who shall be then intitled to the Pos
session or Remts and Profits of the mid Ferry House Wharfe Bridge Stove:
houses and Causeway And in case the said Joshua Palmer or the Person or
Persons who shall be inttled to the sasd Annuity and Rents and Profits
of the said Ferry House Wharfe Storchouses Bridge and Causeway shall not
pay such Expences to the Tenant in possession of the said Wharfe and other
Premisses lor the use aforesaid ladd cut during all the said term of Ninety
nine years That then and on every such Defaule it shall be lawfull for the
Tenant so in possession to deduct yearly and every year out of his Rent
that he shall pay for the Wharfe and Premisses such Sum or Sums so by him
laid out for the purposes aforesaid not exceeding the said Sum of 25£ per
anpum,
About Mrs. Slow’s Legacy.

ITEM I give and bequeath unto my said Servant Alice Slow the Raught
Bed in my Chamber and all the ffurniture in the same Chamber except the
Plate Also | give unto her all the wearing Apparell and Linnen which was
my late Dear Wife's which is by me undisposed of.

About the Godehildrens Legacy.

ITEM | give unto my severall Godchildren 10£ a piece.

ITEM [ give to my Niece Jane Gubbs Daughter of my Niece Ann
Gubbs deceased 104

TTEM 1 give 10£ to the Poor of the parish of Grays Thoreck in the
said County of Essex to be disposed among them at the Discretion of the
Minister and Churchwardens with the advice of my Exccutar,

ITEM I give 54 to the Parish of St. Katherine Coleman Fenchurch
Street London being the Parish where | was born and bred for the Cloathing
of Poor Children in the said Parish.

ITEM 1 give 5£ to the Poor of the said Parish of Westham where 1
now live to be distributed among twenty poor Inhabitants of the Wards
of Stratford and Westham at the Discretion of the churchwardens and
Owerseers of the Poor of the sald Parish,

ITEM after one quarterly payment of the Annuity here next after
mentioned towards the Building the House and finishing the School above
mentioned 1 give to my Niece Dorcas Wright alias Canninge the sum of
200£ and all the profits of the same for which I have from the Excheguer
a Tally and am Order in her Name for the yearly Annuity of 28L per
Annum for her life by vertie of a certain Act of Parliament for granting
to their late Majestys certain Rates and Dutys of Excise upon Beer Ale
for sccuring certain recompences and advantages in the said Act menconed
to such persons as shall advance the sum of Ten Hundred thousand pounds.

ITEM I Give unta William Hudson and Margaret Hudson the twe
Grand children of my Cozen Margaret King the sum of 204 apiece.

ITEM I Give to Mary Hering Daughter of George Canning 10£.
ITEM T Give to Doctor Thomas Botterell 10.£.

1ITEM 1 Give to my Cozen Margaret Towse 4L,

ITEM 1 forgive to my Cozen Wright the Sum of ffifty pounds which
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he is indebted 1o me and which is seeured by a Judgment and all costs and
dumages for and in respect of the said judgment and desire my Exe-
cutor after my Decease to acknowledge satisfaction thereof upon the request
and at the charge of my said Cozen Wright provided he pay 3£ ta my
Executor for one years Interest to be imployed towards the Building the
House and flinishing the Scheool above menconed,

ITEM I Give to all the Children of my late Brother Walter Benthall
deceased the Sum of 20£ 4 picce.

ITEM 1 Give to all my Tenants that Rent 10 per Annum or under
and not less than 20£ per Annum to every Tenant respectively the sum
of 404,

ITEM I Give to all my Tenants that Rent above the Sum of 104 per
Annum to every Tenant respoctively the sum of 106

ITEM 1 Give to the said Mrs, Margaret Bedle wife of Robert Bedle
the wrought Bed and all the ffurniture that is in that Chamber on the left
hand going up the Stairs and 12 Damask Table Cloaths and one Dozen af
Damask Napkins marked G.B,

ITEM 1 give Devise and Bequeath unto the said Joshua  Palmer
{charged with the half years Rent and one years Rent above given towards
Building the House and finishing the Schoolhouse ae before menconed and
with the further charge of Sixteen pounds per Annum charged on the
three Houses in Chancery Lane herein after given to Margaret King during
ker life) ANl my Messuiges Lands Tenements and Hereditaments in Grays
Thorock aforesaid in the said County of Essex and alsa all that my Maneon
House in Stratford in the said parish of Westham in the said County of
Essex and the Tenement adjoining thereunto in the tenure of lohn Sage
or his Assigns and also those three Messuages or Tenements situate and
being in Chancery Lane in the Parish of St Dunstans in the West London
which T Tutely purchased and aré in the teanre ar occcupation of Richard
Tidmarsh and John Walthoe or their respective Assigns And all other my
Messuiges Lands Tenements and Hereditaments in the Countys of Essex
Middlesex and City of London or elsewhere in the Kingdom of Great Britain
not by me already settled for Charitable uses intents and purposes And the
Bevertion or Revertions Remainder and Remainders thereof And all my
Estate Right Title and Interest therein shall go and remain and be And
I do hereby give & devise the same to the said loshua Palmer TO HAVE
AND TO HOLD to him the said Joshua Palmer for and during the term
of his naturall life And fram and after his Decease To the use and behoof
of my Nephew James Smith and the said Joseph Brandon and their Heirs
for and during the naturall life of the said Joshua Palmer UPON TRUST to
preserve and support the contingent uses and Estates thereal herein after
limitted from being prevented defeated or destroyed BUT UPON TRUST
nevertheless to permit and suffer the sald Joshua Palmer during his life to
hiave receive and take the Rents Issues and Profits of the same Premisses
and from and after the decease of the said Joshua Palmer Then te the
st Son of the said Joshua Palmer to be begotten and the Heirs Male
of the Body of such first Son lawlully fssuing and for Default of such Issue
Then to: the wse and behoofe of the second third fourth and every ather
Son and Song of the Body of the said Joshua Palmer lawfully to be begotten
and the Heirs Male of the Bodys of every such Son and Sons respectively
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lawlally Tssuing severally successively and respectively one after another as
they and every of them shall be in seniority of age and priovity of bicth
the elder of such San and Sons and the Heirs Male of his Bﬂd}r :ir.!'l.l.:ihp:
being always preferced and to be before the younger and the Heis Male
of his Body issuing And for defavlt of such Tssue Then To the use and
behoofe of the aforesasd William Hudson Grandson of my Cozen Margaret
King and his Heirs for ever upon condition that accrueing of my said Estate
to him he shall leave the Mame of Hudson and take upon him the Surname
of Palmer and that he and his Heirs after him injoying my said Estate shall
take on him and them the Surname of Palmer and in all Deeds and Writ-
ings shall write themselves accordingly by the said Surname of Palmer and
not by the Name of Hudson.

ITEM | Give and bequeath unto my Cozen Margaret King during the
term of her nataral life for her sole and separate use and for her hetter
support and maintenance the sum of 16£ per Annum without any deduction
or abatement for Taxes or otherwise and 1o be piiil:l her q‘l-laltl:l'l}’ E‘}" the
said Jozhua Palmer out of the Rentz and Profits of my said three Houses
in Chancery Lane with which said Sum of 16£ per Annum 1 hereby charge
the same after the first years Rent thereof shall he paid towards the Building
the Housze and finishing the School afore charged thereon.

ITEM | Give and Begueath unts John Euschius Smith Son of John
Smith late Minister of the Parish of Westham aforesaid the Sum of 3.

ITEM I Give and Begueath unto my good friend Mr. Jeseph Brandon
the Sum of flifty Pounds in respect of the Trost 1 have reposed in him to
see the Charity by me lately setled on the parish of Grays Thurock afore-
said well and truly performed and the further trouble 1 shall herein give
him not deubting hiz care and paing in seeing the same well and truly
performed and accomplished according to my intent.

ITEM | Give to Elizabeth Wile of the said Joseph Brandon 3£ to buy
her a Ring.

ITEM 1 Give all the rest residuc and remainder of my Estare after
all my Debts and Legacies paid and Funerall Charges defrayed and satis-
ficed to my Kinsman William Hudson And T do hereby make and constitute
the said Joseph Brandon full and sole Exccutor of this my last Will and
Testament desiring him to take care duly to fulfill and perform the same
herehy revoking all former and other Wills by me at any time heretofore
made and do publish and declare this to be and stand as and for my last
Wil TN WITNESS whercof 1 have to this my lagt Will and Testament
consigting of this and the twelve proceeding Sheets of Paper set my Hand
and Seal this Eleventh Day of Janvary Anno Dem 1709 and in the Eighth
year of the Reign of Queen Anne over Great Britain &e.,

Wm PALMER.

Witnesses Mames.
JAMES WALL.
W CURTIS.
NICHOLAS PERREY.
Wi LUNBERY, all of Stratford.
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CODICIL.

WHEREAS 1 have paid into the Bank of England per Hande of Mr, Joseph
Brandon the Sum of four hundred pounds to be put into the Lottery for
12 years and have thercupon a Regeipr for the said flour hundred pounds
Nr 17 under the Hands of William Stubbs one of the Receivers of the
Bank and thereby I am intitled to forty Tickets which in the Note he en-
gages to deliver as soon as the Books shall come to his Hands the satd Forey
Tickets being entered in their Books in my MName and for proper Account
which said Tickets are to be delivered to Mr Brandon to be by him kept
ull shall be Deawn NOW for the disposal af the same after the drawing
considering my great years and that | am never likely to dee them Drawn
I have therefore esteemed of an absolute necessity to declare my Mind cone
Cﬁfn]r‘lg t.hﬂ' LIE&FL’]ﬁHl U"- L]'H: Sl ITIS Iﬂ-'.-'l.'!l_"l'l li]L':f Ei]'h'l.“. I:“: l.ll.iwh m}f [ut] M“‘ld
iz that the Profic of all the Tickets Blanks or Benefies as they shall be drawn
be paid to my Exeeutor for the first year of the 32 vesrs to be by him
applied for the setting up and fixing a compleat and handsome Sun Diall
at or on the School Room which 1 Hawve erected in the parish of Grays
Thorock in the County of Eszex and then 1 Give flive pound more out of
the profies arising out of the first years Tickets to Mr loseph Brandon for
the great care and pains he has taken in settling the Tickets and my Mind
is that the rest and residue of the Profits of the first years Tickets after the
payment of the 5£ to Mr Brandon and after the Charge defrayed for erecting
the Sun Diall shall be appropriated to the sole vse of building the House and
finishing the School Room which I have erected in the parish of Grays And
my full Mind and real intent iz that all the Tickets Blanks and Benehits as
they shall be drawn for the remainder of the thirty two years after the first
vear shall be to the whole use and support of my Brother Walter Benthall's
three Daughters to be equally divided among them.

And in congideration of all the premises 1 have set my Hand and Seal
all written with my own hands this fourteenth of february 1709/10

Wm PALMER.

This writing was signed and sealed and published and declared as a Codicil
the 12 Day of May 1710 by Wm Palmer,

WITNESSED.
JAMES WALL,
Wm CURTIS.
NICH. PERREY,
Wm LUNBERY,
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