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AX event ol unusual mterest {o the School has
taken place since our last issue. We reler to
the first issue of the Girls” School Magazine,

to which venture we wish cvery saceess. \We

have always received support from the Girls'

School in the sale of our Magazine and we hope

to be able to repay this courtesy in the Muture.

In this connection, we should like to record our

thanks to Miss Leworthy, who has been mo-t

kind and co-operative,

We are printing as o frontispicee to this issue

reproduction of a pencil drawing of the ol
Schoal and Master’s House, which stood lor many
years in the Orsett Road, occupving a command-
ing position m the centre of the town. This link
with the past has now been severed Almost
without our notiemg it the bhuildine has heen
demolished and nothing remains but the empty
space to remind us of what was once there.
Although much altered, the Scheobi ouse being
added to. and the Master's House having bav
windows built on, the essential fabric was there,
We feel that not onlv Palmer’s School, but Grays
itself has suflered drrecoverable loss Dy the
demolition of this historic bulding

Mro W T 0 Sharp, whose citicisin of the
School's production of * The Pirates ol Penzance
appears elsewhere, 1s perhaps not weli known o
most of s He is an old friend of Messts G0\
and P Ross and i at present English Master ai
Latyvmer Upper School, Hammer=mith, e s
particalarly well qualificd (0 make this report,
being an wmateur actor and producer ol no mean
standing.  Mr. I Ross has many personal
memories of his thoroughness and often diseon-
certing candonr In expressing opinions of indivi-
dual performances.  In adedition, he is himself o
kecn nusician, and, what iz peliap: most impor
tant, has an inside knowledge ol the difficultics
to he encountered in putting on o schoal show.

We are especiallyv grateful to him, as he had to
make the nnpleasant jonrney from Hammersmith
to Gravs and buck again after the show, It can
be seen on another page whether or uot he
considercd 10 worth the trouble

W are grateful to Mr. W H. Edwards who, at
our request, undertook the sad duty of writing

he obituary notices of (wo of Tus cellagues on
tiu Governing Body. We offer cur sympathies to
the relatives of Mrs. Brooks and Councillor T, J
Goddard, and to Mr. W, . Winbolt, another of
vur Governors, who has sufiercd the loss of his
wife

Some thme ago we expressed the hope that
more verse would he fortheoming in the future,
We are happy to say that mueh more  has
appeared and we have been embarrassed by both
the quality and quantite of material that hos
Been submitted,  Quite i large amount has been
printed, but an even larger amount has had to
be put on one side. Not all formes are represented,
but we have ne doubt that this will be remedied
in tine.

[t will e noticed that the heading ol the
spotts section has been redesigned. Woo are
indebted for this fine picee ol work o M GV,
Ruoss, whose sketches on * H M S Pinalore ™ were
published in o previous ssue. wad who drew thos
magnificent cricketers on the Cricket Song

The Editor acknowledges with  thanks the
receipt of the Cantuarian (King's School, Canter-
bury), Chelmsfordian (King Jdward VI Schoal,
Chelmsford), Coleestrian (Rosval Gramnear Sch ool
Colchester), Barrovian (Barrow-mn Fumess Gian-
mat School, Lanesy, Briggensian  Brigg Gramna
School, Lines,) and the Chronicle (O1d Glendalians
Association),




Obituaries

Mrs., A, AL F. BROOKS

Palmer’s School has lost o good [riend by the death of Mrs. Brooks, wile of the Chairman
of the Board of Governors, and herself a0 Governor ol long standing, longer than that ol any
other Governor holding office. Mrs, Brooks had given long and devoted service to the
community i had great experience of the intevior organisation of local hospitals and othe;

public institutions
shrewd

T. J.

1sations.

having been o Justice sinee 1617

GODDARD, [sq.,

Mr. Goddard died suddenlyv at Tilbury Hospital on May Oth
in local government and for many years was a trusted leader in Trade Union and Labour organ-
After his retirtement from work as an engineer in 1046, he devoted a large proportion
of his time to public duties and became a Vice-Chairman of the Magistrates” Court at Gravs,
As w Governor he was alwavs pleased at the sucecess of pupils
who started with no advantages exeept their own ability and enthusiasm,

she had o special affection for Palmer's School and her kindly bearing and
counsel were much appreciated by her colleagues,

].P.

He also had been prominent
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O the average person who has not been
initiated into the wavs and intricacies of the
marshes, I would not recommend Norlolk, (or

i allers practicallv none of the entertainments
normally  associated with holidayv resorts, In
faet, it rests with the holidayv-malier to provide
his own amusements,  One of the reasons why
the marshes atiract me s the fact that they are
places in which 1 can cscape lom ail signs of
humuan hakitation and consequent disiurbances
The very lacl that they offer no entertainment to
the persen whe demands to he amased helps to
keep them secludedd

It oseems to mie that the way to enjoy the
marshes te the full iz to have some interest in
shooting,  There 1= an abundance of wildfowl ol
every rype and il vou are armed with o twelve-
Bore and @ good deal of paticnee vou can have
cindless sport

Ta go out in a punt with tiw favounte gun and
plenty of cartridges mta the heart of the marsh
clves g strange sensation ol |rowver somehow
lacking in any other sport

Wihalst warting lor the duck to Hight over vour
carefully set-out decovs vou can w atch the tide
flowing eerily through the creeks and gullevs,
formedl By conntless venturics of silt-drilt and
Py er-erosion

The water in these gulleys has a queer grecnish
tinge and uppears to contain untold secrets never
to be divined by man.  An uncarthily sensation,
@ deathly quietness, broken enly by the lapping
of the tide-flow against the mudfiats, pervades
everything,  Even the mist swirling through the
creeks seems somehow different here, as if cloaking
some dire happening : and as the ducks flight
overhewd their cries mtensifv te strange loneli-
ness of the place

You are suddenly awakened from vour dav-
dreams by the winnowing wings of a brace of
mallard hurtling overhead, dimly outlined againse
a rift in the leaden storm-swept skv. Two reports
rend the hushed atmosphere and two limp forms
fall headlong to the coarse marsh grass standing
robustly against the spring tide,

The wind s heginning to bite keenly into your
face and unless von wish to be stranded all night
m the intense cold of the marshes, it would be
wiser te paddle back to vour hotel.  Indeed,
although Norlolk offers great sport to vachtsmen
and would-be sailors, who want to try thewr hand
at vachting, who cm]\ stay for a dav or so m one
place and whose interest is bounded by compasses,
s¢il trim and wind directions— the only people
who really learn to love the marshes for what
they are —are the wildlowlers,

GeUal Mo,
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SPEECH DAY ;

OVEMBIER has the reputation of being the
maonth of fogs, and Tuesdav, 30th Nevem:
ber, 1948, was one of its most unpleasant
davs. Tt was, therelore, most gratilving to find,
despite the difficulties of travelling, the School
Flall filledt wwith as muany parents and friends as
could be accommodated on the oceasion of the
Annual Speech Day.  We were specially vleased
to welcome  the thmely and safe arrivai ol
our principal guest, Col. S Francis Whitmore,
RCEL, Coly LG, usioy, 1D ) or Lord Licuten-
ant of Tssex, our Chairman, Mr. Alfred [3rooks,
AR EL e dand Alrs, Brooks, YHss Leworthy, amil
sevierid members ol thy Gosn ITHg ey
Phe  Chairmaan  of the Governors, haviog
expregscd] his pleisure at being able to preside,
called wipon the Hepdmaster £0 present his T

Mo F. . Jordan, e, sy prefaced  his
repurt with a sttmulating review of the functions
al a breamimar Schoal in the modermn educational
sistenn, pointing out that iv leld the ke [rr=sition
i madern democratic cdncation, huing the prinei-
patl avenne by which the gifted bov of [reronts of
madest snns mighl set ont o rench the higlest
rutks af hiz chosen prolssion, and tios achiew
his own full stature and render his best service
to the community.  If he was to be given the
opportumity to which hiy abilities entitled him and
wiich he had been promised, it was evident that
the standard of Grammar Schools must not merely
be maintained. but raised to o vet higher level. =3

The Grammar Schools were conscions of the
plvantages  which  their  papils bad enjrel
in the past and cordially weleomed the improves
ments tiking placein other branches of edneation ;
Bt bearing in mind thidr special Tanetion in the
state svstem, they st ook In another direction
for a standacd of comparison. They had to make
it possible for bovs to compete and hold their own
with boys of equal ability educated in the direct
grant and independent Schools.  The difficulty
and fundamental importance of that task needed
to be realised by all who had at lieart the cause
al popular education

The Doy whose talents marked him out for
advancement must, of course, take the same
examinations aid seeure the same academic or
professional qualifications as his more privileged
competitor. That, though not casy, was in MY
ways the moest straightforward need to satisfv,
Fur thie Grommar Sehiood Boy 1 quated ot
than that o he was to attam the responsibh
[ra=ttion to swhich he aspurerl.  He had to begi
o cnddivs te and sl develop i manhond thos:
epualitios luss vasy to define and assess, bt egqualls

e T

vital to true suvoess—integrity of  character,
moral and physical hardihond, general culture and
interest in affaies, honman svanpathy and tolerance,
social poise, setl-conifulenog without Arrngance,
good manners wul speech. What was required
was nothing Jess than the education of the whole
personality, and a rich and varied schooi Hfe was
needed to provide scope for that

The Headmaster continued with a record of the
activities ol the Schoal to show how muach had
already been done with that end in view.  Aca-
RIETIT :|||'\-.. 1t Lyl In o)LL St -.-|||| CEAT -AnyY
the o being awards ol one Open
sehiolir:lip, ome =tate scholarship ol fonrteen
Cennty Moo =chilirshipe Fhee lomg-stuticdis
tradditzaon of Mathematicnl Suceesses hagd b
maintained, the Arts side was growing in nusnbers,
and an Economics course had heen introduced
into the Sixth Form. He then reviewsd those
many and varied activitivs ol our life outsile
the classroom which are, we Lope, adequately
coverced I our pages,

Col. Sir Francis Whitmore, opening his adédress,
reminded  the bovs how much thevy owed (o
their Founder, Willlam Palmer, who had been
born while a distant ancestor of his—Sir George
Whitmore- w:s Lord Mavor of London. Sir
George was Lord Mavor within o lew vears of Sir
Hugh Hammerzley, William Palmer’s maternal
grandiather, and, by a further coincidence, all
three were frecman of the Haberdasher'sCompany-.
Sir Irrancis reminded bovs that the fascinating
story could e read in the book written Dy the
late  Mr. Herbert  Brooks, and  alluded o
the debt which the School owed (o him and to
Mr. Alfred Brooks, present Chairman of the Gove-
ernors Itwas o cause of pride to be educated
m a School with such traditions, and he antici-
pated with confidence that the present generation
of boys wonld play the game and he good citizens,
Nat all bovs could be first elags scholars, but all
could be worthy citizens of their native country

Sic Irandis concinded with a plea to boys to
remember that there swas alwavs more to learn,
and told several anecdotes (o show how wide and
promiring wis Lhe field for intellectual curiosity,

The winners of prizes and certificates received
their awards at the hands of the Lord Licutenant,
and Captains of Houses succes<ful in athletic and
Sports Competitions bore away their trophies to
the accompaniment of the chieering of delighted
partisans.

Mr. J. H Freeman, e, brought a successtul
Specch Day to aclose with an expression of thanks
to Sir Fravcis Whitmore and 1o the Chairman,

o T e




HE School Leard with great pleasure that one
of 1ts Old Bovs, sic Williwm straeg, had been
appointed to succeed Sic Orme Sargent as

Permanent Under Secretary at the Foreign Ofhce.
The sincere good wishes of the whole sehoel go to
Sir William for the successful discharge of the
difficult and responsible duties assigned to lum.

Sir Willlam  Strang's career at once a
challenge and an inspiration to the present gener-
ation of schoolboyvs  After studving at London
University and the Sorbonne, and serving during
the 1914-18 War, he entered the Iorelgn Office
as a result ol a competitive examination, being
placed first out of 500 candidates, and has now
reached the top of his chosen profession

Ancther Old Palmerian to have won great
distinction fer himsell and his school is Dr H
;. Booker, who has been appointed Professor of
Electrical Enginecring at Cornell University,
UsS A

Tt was with regret that we said farewell to Mr
(z. W. Barrand who, during an all teo briel stay
with us, left s mark upon scveral of our
activities. The poop-deck of “H.M.S Pinalore’
had, alas, to be dismantled, but the sight screens
remain on the cricket ficld, a more permancnt
reminder of his skill.  Before leaving, Mr,
Barrand arranged a handicraft exhibition and we
felt, on viewing the exbibits, that many parents
must have been surpriscd and delighted to receive
as Christmas presents fine examples of crafts-
manship designed and made in the Woodwork
Room by their sons, under the guidance of Mr.
Barrand.

To Mr. R. Lockett, who has succeeded him as
Woodwork Master, we offer a hearty welcome

We heartily congratulate Maurice ] Holt on
gaining an Open Exhibition in Natural Scicnces
at 5. Catharine's College, Cambridge

12

The following House Prefects were promoted
to he School Prelects during the Lent Term:

J. W. Buleock, I. A Chevne, J. A, D'Arcy,
1. 8. Goodall, . I[fiand, B. H. Nicholson,
IR, G. Shaw,

NOTES

We

regret the omission ol the name of A
Wardrep Trom the list of School Prelects pab
lished i our Tast 1ssne

. B, Wheeler won the Slogan competition
organised by the Thurrock U 1> € in connection
with the Salvage campaign with the neat phrase
“Paper a-hegging needs a-bagging.”  He was
presented with a ericket bat, autographed by the
members of the Australian touring team, by the
Chairman of the Council at a short ceremony
held at the end of afterncon school

Mo Gl Burnett wrote a prize-winning essay in
the Thurrock Road Safeiy Week competiti(ms
He had evidently mastered the principles of one-
way trafiie, and we all admired the manoer in
which he put precept into practice in approaching
the platform to receive his award at the hands of
the Headmaster—especially as the floor of the
Hall, having been liberally dressed with french
chatk in preparation for the Sixth Form Social,
was an unexpected trap for the unwary

Thanks to the goond offices of the Headmaster
and Mis> Leworthy, the sixth forms of the two
schools were able to hold twa joint soaals during
the vear, one at Christmas and one at Eastor.
Preliminary arrangements tor the socials were
made by o small committee of boys and girls,
consisting of M. Clarke, P Jordan, P. Lewis, A
Morris, B H. Nicholson, |. C. Tavlor. The
Christmas Social was held at the Bovs School in
the Hall, whose ¢ustomary appearance was mich
altered by o v oaith of flags and bunting: the
most interestisg item on the programme was
probably the ngenious entertainment, which the
(rirls” Schend zlrra,nge(l, details of which we think
wise not 1o disclose.  The Easter Social was just
as, if not more, successful than its predecessor
the great difference being that the bovs seemed
to have had some dancing practice since their
previous efforts. The Hall had been prepared [or
the occasion by the addition of a painted fricze
across the balcony, remarkable because of the
expression of the spring creatures depicted on it,
The Bovs® Schonl had arranged a larce, thanks



to M. J. Holt and his co-operators, which seemed
to be appreciated. All whn attended, hoth
masters, mistresses, boys and girls, would agree
that the socials were thoroughiy successful and
that this success was in great measure due to the
Headmaster and Miss Trew, who were the M.C.'s
on the two occasions respectively.

Once again the labours of many weeks were
brought to a successful conclusion in the School's
production of a Gilbert and Sullivan opera. Tt
must be a cause ol great satisfaction to Mr.
Smurthwaite when he considers that the hard
work he put into * The Pirates of Penzance ! was
not in vain. The producer is of tremendous
importance in a show of this kind and the School
is very grateful for his untlagging zeal

Mr. Scott performed valiantly at the piano,
not just ‘on the night,” but at every rehearsal
throughout the long preparation for the show
We could not have done without him.  We are
also indebted to Mrs. Scott, who was at the other
piano, and who came to many of the rchearsals.

For tircless work in make-up and some expert
use of safety pins we have to thank Mrs.
Smurthwaite and Mrs, P. Ross,

Our thanks are also due to all those people who,
both in front of, and behind the scenes, made the
show possible. They cannot all be mentioned
here, but we are surc the cast would like to thank
Cheyne, who, as property manager, was always
on the spot, and, on several occasions, took the
blame for some of his colleagues who were not.

The cast and all concerned in the production
were once again invited to attend a party in the
boarders” dining room. This was rather an
uproarious occasion, to say the least. and the
spirits of the company were so high and their
voices 0 loud that Riisager was quite inaudible
when he presented a bhouquet to Mrs. Jordan.
We admired the grim determination of Ansell,
who, while making a presentation to Mr.
Smurthwaite, resolutelv waited a considerable
time for quiet before making his speech and
handing over the gift. This was a pewter
tankard, presented by the whole cast, and
engraved with an apt quotation from the opera,
“Here's good Tuck (o Fred'rick’s ventures.”

We had @ very charming cviticism of ** The
Pirates ' in the Girls” Magazine, and, while appre-
ciating all the remarks that were made, we
thonght the one best ree ived was that Mr,
BBenson made o loveable Scrgeant of Police

After reading this, & membor of the lower
school was heard to observe, = Wheo loves him 77

From the jumer school, also, comes this, which
we hope was not meant unkindly :—

“Frederick  amd Ruthh were
carjcatures,”’

Onc boy even recorded the impression that the
policemen were singing * Tarantula !

the  leading

Mr. Sharp, who so kindly came down to make
a report on the Pirates, has known Mr. Philip
Ross for many years. They mect after the Thurs
dav evening's performance and this conversation
was overheard in the dressing room :

Mr. P. Ross: “Did you recognise me as
policeman ? 7

Mr. Sharp . * Unfortunately, yes.”

Mr. P, Ross: ' Did you hear me singing ? "

Mr. Sharp: " Fortunately, no.”

cl

The Sunday evening services have continued
to be attended and enjoyed by a number of boys,
parents and friends of the School. During the
Trinity Term the experiment has been tried of
holding these services at 8 p.m., and this has
enabled us to welcome several of the local clergy,
who have accepted the invitation to address us
after conducting their own evening cervices,
Next term we shall revert to the customary time
of 6.30 p.m. On Empire Youth Sunday, the
Headmaster invited members of local Youth
Organisatious to join us. The School Hall was
filled with voung people, who took part in an
inspiring service conducted by the Vicar of Grays.
The address was given by tho Rev. 5. J. Pearce,
and the Chapel Choir gave the spirited lead to
the singing which we are accustomed to expect
from them.

The first group of Confirmation Candidates at
the school—Peter Brew, Michacl Burls, Donald
Russell, Jolyvon Smurthwaite, Rex Thomson and
Michael Turner—-were presented by the Vicar of
Grays for confirmation by the Bishop of the
Diocese at 5. Margaret’s Church, Stanford-le-Hope,
on Ascension Day.

A second Conference under the auspices of the
Student Christian Movement in Schools was held
at the County School for Girls, Romford, on 7th
andk 8th May, and attended by members of the
Sixth TForms of the Brentwood, Dagenham,
Romford and Gravs Schools. The subject chosen
for discussion was, “ The World we live in”’ and
Father Patrick McLaughlin, Warden of St Anne's
House, Soho, who conducted the Friday session,
attempted a Christian diagnosis. Ina stimulating
and provocative address, he affirmed that our
thinking, though resting on a {oandation of
Cliristian Ethics, had been secularised and tended
to discount the human personalitv—the world
had the experience, but not the key to its own
experience, The speaker, unfortunately, outran
his allotted time so that the very valuable discus-
sion groups had but thirty minutes to digest ihe
material olfered, and many groups found it
necessary to use their time trying to elucidate the
main points of the argument. Not unnaturally,
therefore, many of the questions addressed to
Father McLaughlin were directed towards securing
a simpler exposition of a complicated argument,




The matnrday morning scssion was conducted
by Dr. Eric Baker, Secretary of the Methodist
Education Committee, and well known for his
broadcusts to Sixth forms n the © Religion and
Philosophy " series.  His purpose was to offer a
Christian contribution to the world we live in,
The essential truths of Christianity, he stated, had
a three-fold basis @ that the historical events of
nearly 2000 vears ago were a revelation of eternal
truths ; that Jesus revealed the true nature of
Man ; and that God works in us through the Holy
Spirit. The only alternative was the philosophy of
human self-sufficiency. After these points had
been discussed in groups, Dr. Baker dealt with a
large nwmber of questions i an admirably Tucid
manner to the general satisfaction of his audience

Once again we were deeply indebted to the
Headmistress and girls of the Romford County
School for their generous hospitality

On February 1st, about a hundred and twenty
of us joined similar parties [rom other schools
nearby to see Rossind's © Barber of Seville” given
by members of Sadlers Wells Opera Company, at
Aveley Scecondary school. The performance wis
obviously intended to provide a pleasant and
simple introduction to Grand Opera—and much of
the singing and comedy was admirable. Rostna's
© Una voce " was charmingly sung, Don Basilio’s
resounding bass villainies were a delight (and his
ditference in stature from the diminutive Dr.
Bartolo was ludicrous and incredible}, Count
Almaviva showed a very English restraint in his
southern passien, while Figaro's quietly efficient
clowning gave an object lesson in shrewd timing.
These five soloists, together with two pianos, sus-
tajned the whole opera without any help from
governesses, servants, notaries, constables, magis-
trates, musicians, soldiers, scencery or orchestra.
It wasinevitablein these crreumstances that Grand
Opera shondd lose its grandear.  One wonders
whether the singers in their labours would have
been encouraged or appalled by the knowledge
that their audience contained a rival opera com-
pany accustomed to performing a full score with
a full cast.

Schoolboy aetors performing o Shakespeare
play are bound to show anomalies in age, voice and
appearance, and their stage 15 bound to be uncom-
[ortably full at times. When the play is a tragedy
there is the added difficnlty of sustaining the
necessary Lone of hugh seriousness When the
tragedy 15 0 Macheth,” there 15 a stark, Oeree
atiesphere which is hard te achieve but fatal to
miss. The Royal Liberty school Dramatic Socicty
boldly undertook this formidable task, and all ou
Genetal School Certificate candidates went to see
them do it. It was lascnating to wait for the
familiar or hall-remembered line, and to watch
imagined scenes materialise. Perhaps the out-

standding mewories we brought away were of a
backcloth with the sombre quality ol a coloured
engraving . of three shadowy and sinister witches,
convineingly  staged ;. and  of an  impressive
Macheth, finelv spoken and played with dignity

On z7th May, some 200 boys from the Middle
School were able (by courtesy ol the, Essex
iZducation Committee) to go to the South-East
Essex Technical College at Dagenham to see the
Children’s Theatre Ltd. in a performance of
“Tobias and the Angel.”” This play, based on
the Apocrvphal Book of Tobit, and written by
James Bridie, was well-chosen, heing simple of
plot, wittily-written, and celourlully staged and
costumed, This company has elfectively mastered
the difficultics inherent in plaving exclusively to
children’s  audiences—its members are always
clearly andible and have developed a fine sense
of timing. A critical audience was obviously
delighted with this performance.

On the 3oth March a party [rom the Sixth
Form Arts Section went Lo see Donald Wolfit's
production of * King Lear.” The most experienced
playgoers were just as delighted as the inexper-
tfenced with Wolfit's fine interpretation of Lear,
It is impossible to condense into a few words the
thunderous passions which he stitred up in the
third act or the painful sadness he inspived in the
last few scenes. Even when he was old and
gquerulous in the first scene, he dominated the
play by sheer personal force.  This domination
reached a climax later on in such scenes as the
cursing of Goneril or in the last few moments of
the tragedy.

With such a mighty figure as this on the stage,
the other characters had a hard task,  IEdgar,
Kent and the Fool all fulfilled their pares in this
contorted web of human passions. The Fool was
esperially effecetive i his réle of pathetic wisdom.
Goneril, Edmund and Regan satisfied the demands
made upen  them and  flly represented the
grotesque villainy and the contempt {or the weak
which Shakespeare expectecd of them. Cordelia,
it was generaliv felt, did not quite sneceed in
winning our sympathy

One saturday afternoon in last term a Jarge
party from Form IT went to sce Donald Wollit's
production of * The Merchant of Venice " at the
Bediord Theatre.  After quite a pleasant ride to
Camden Town, all were rather surprised to find
that their cheap seats were much nearer the stage
than had been anticipated and that a good view
was to be had

When the curtain went up and Antono’s rich
vojce cchoed through the theatre, that rather dull
first scene came to life.  This was true of the
whole performance.  Launcejot and Old Gobbo
really made the audience laugh s Portia was both
charming and fiereely spirited © and  there was



general agreement that therc could not bhe a
better, or more noble or more villainous Shvlock
than Donald Wolfit. There was no doubt in
everyone's mind that it had been an afternoon
well spent.

Those who say the influence of the filmsis a
bad one will, no doubt, seize upon this extract
from a Form IT essay -

“Shylock was 4 mean Jew who was starred in
*The Merchant of Venice.” "

That there is hope {or the younger generation
is shown by this carefully worked out statement :—

*Shylock would rather have a pound of flesh
{troy weight) than 15,000 ducats.”

The author of this had undoubtedly started
with Portia’s scruple, and finding apothecaries’
weight rather too clumsy for an essay, had sub-
stituted trov weight, which lLe knew had the
same value.

At the end of last term two forms put on plays,
which were scen by a select audience.

Ve gave a performance of 1. du Garde Peach’s
“The Stage Coach,” a rollicking little piece with
highwaymen and hold-ups. What they lacked
in polish they made up in gusto, and nc one
minded when one actor forgot his bag of guineas.
Costumes woere cunningly contrived, army great-
coats being much in evidence, and the illusion of
a coach on the stage was quite skilfully created

The second play was * Abraham Lincoln.” put
ou by the Lower VI, Here was something of a
different character, a contrast to the knockabout
tun of its predecessor and correspondingly more
difficult to get over. Fincham wrestled nobly
with Lincoln and Nicol gave a good performance
as (zeneral Grant.  The costumes, [or improvised
ones, were really magnificent. We wonder whose
rainwave it was to turn a school blazer into an
army tunic,

Those privileged to see these plavs had an
enjovable hour’s entertainment and were only
sorry that Vb were prevented by illness from
putting on theirs. [Both plays svere verv ably
produced by Mr. F. Hughes

Tourteen boys from the cxamination forms
attended the second annual Paris Easter School,
held from April g to April 23, at the Petit Lycée
Condorcet, by permission of the Rector of the
Paris Academyv, and under the patronage of the
Essex Education Committee. The Palmer’s boys
formed the largest single party of a contingent of
two hundred bovs and girls drawn from the
Grammar Schools of Essex, and accompanied by
ten teachers, of whom Mr. Bone was one. Each
morning the English children reccived lessons
from French teachers, and the French children
attended the course lessons from English teachers.
The rest of the day was usually frec {or sight-
secing with the members of the families with

whom the ehildren were stayig.  Thi wisithie
wits perfecl, and the hospatality of the French
lost= ind hostesses at times almost overwhelming,
Among the distinguished visitors who attended
the closing ceremony was the Fronch Ministor of
Reconstruction,

MembBers of the 'pper Sisth Sedence hal the
npportomty of visiting Beckton Gas Works as o
seapiel to their previous tour of the Sonthend G
Warks, O this evcasion, however, they were able
o see thie prociases B which the bye provluets arp

abtained from the raw materials,  These pro-
ducts—lar too numerous to reconl in a boef note

OV aovery wide range cand inehide dyves,
medicines und perfinmes. The Company carned
thit grate ol wppreciation of their voung visitors
e e mnst anteresting and enjovable aftertioon
and er o the refreshiments which broughit tlheir
visit tooo lappy conelusion,

Mr. . P. Kean who, as we previousty reporied,
I!IIr--*'II[i'|| the School with = ;"|];_:!| of Essex by
Rabiert Morden, Las again place] us in s dehi
with the gift of a Map of Essex by Thomas
Kitchen. * printed for B, and | Dol sley an Pl
Mull, 1764."  Thomas Kitehen, an engraver and
publisher, worked in London at the Star, opposit
Fly Gare, Holborn, dromn 1738 to Lyl dild
1 resy This dittractive map is of particubr

terest as i shows us Essex at the beginning of
the  Todustral  Revolotion and iodicptes  the
boroughs returning members to Parliament
{though 1t Tfails to include Harwich in  this
category}, It may be seen, along with the Morden
and Oliver maps, in the case in the Library.

In the verse spenking section of the Thurrock
Music  Festival, onr entrants did very well,
supplying the winners of each class they competed
in,  The mesnbts woern —

HE-12 years:

Tirst T, Moore (I1h)).

Second -H. Ansell (ITa).

Certificates to M. Burton (Ila), ].

(IITa), J. Hull (ITlc).
13-15 years:
First—G. Jarrett {Illa) and R. Hayter (I1Ib).
Certificates to C. Blhgh (11lc), P. M. Riisager
{IVia), H. Side {IVa).
16 years and over :

First—R Cook {UVI).

Moore and Cook shared the distinction of gain-
ing the highest marks (85) in the competition,

Driscoll

The keen interest shown and the high standard
of our entries in the Thurrock Music Festival are
commented upon elsewhere. There is another
side, however, to this apparent love of music as
is shown in this extract {from an essav in the
Juniar School : )




“Tf I were furnishing my own room, I would
have a pilano painted the same colour as the
walls, so that I could not see it. If I could still
see i, [ would throw a sheet overit!”

Contributions to the Voluntary Sports FFuand,
which assist so materially in extending the range
of our activities, amounted to £57 . 10 . 0 in the
Michaclmas Term and £0o , 12 . g in the Lent
Term.

Mr. E. L. Bone sends us the following note: -
There have frequently been examples of queer
coincidences in the matter of names at Palmer's
School.  Some vears ago Shalless and Letts were
in the same form. Later Boast and Bragg sat
side Dy side, More recently, Boxall nearly had a

INCE, in previous magazines, no mention has
een made about the room in which the
library is housed, it mav be fitting now {0 sax

something about its objects of interest. Curiosity
and much ignorance has been shown about the
shields on the walls: thev are, of course, the
coats of arms of those Oxford, Cambridege and
London Colleges, to which Old Boeys have gone,

Worthy of some examination is the museum
case, presented to the School by the Old Boys in
1937. In it are some old prints of the locality -
Purfleet in 1803, Tilbury Fort in 1808, Belmont
Castle in 1832z and a print {undated) of the Old
Schoel near the Churcl,  The correspondence of
Williamn Horncastle (1806-1848) reveals manyv
details abeut the scheol and social conditions of
his time : Palmerians wrestling with Stocks and
Shares will be interested to see that the first
extract  contams  such a  sum. The School
Accounts of 18o05-180b reveal the slight corres-
pondence of the schooi- the postage bill being
I 2; the damage done to the building— consistent
recirrence of sums for repair of the - Garden
fence " ; and the cost of the IFounder’s Dav Ser-
mon, {1 . ¢ . v to the Rev. Mr. Harper.

The old newspapers in the case ure absorbing ;
for instance, in the Loudon Gazetteer of Dec 7,
1751, one find: the following odd news item n
the quaint English of the time : —

“ Tast week a countrv-woman coming to Town
between two milk cans, they were all thrown down
by a loaded cart, when the wheels gotng over both
her legs, broke them in a miserable manner, She
was immediately carried to the county hospital
and is now in a fine wav of recovery.”

THE LIBR

namesake in Coxalll At the present moment
IlTa has Bond and Free on its register, while IIlc
can claim Barrable and Marrable. Appropriately
enough, in Vb, Mellon sits near Patch. And I
am sure that Mr. Hayston will not mind my
recalling that once he had a colleague on the
staff named Urry

“ Robert Owen built a model villuge at Third
Lanark.”  With its own football team ?

A small parcel, addiessed to The Classics
Master, recently arrived at School. It proved te
contain a specimen copy of Scott’s ** Kenilworth,"”
with a publisher's letter drawing the attention of
the Classics Master to their new production of the

Classics !

ARY

The same issue advertises Red Port at six

shillings a gallon !

Of great interest are the maps of Essex, pre-
sented by C. P. Kean, showing us the geography
of the county in the time of Wilham Palmer
The Tocal areas prove interesting, for they reveal
such facts as that * Rumford' was in the Roval
Liberty of Havering —lience, no doubt, the name
ol our friends and rivals at Romford. The
facsimile reproduction of the death warrant of
Charles 1 contained in the case also deserves
attention

Many pleasant hours can be spent as a relax-
ation from more serious studies in perusing the
volumes ol Punel, which date [rom the first
edition mn 1841, Historians and humorists alike
can enjov this part of the libraryv!

Users of the library should read thoroughly the
book  Williayrr  Paliwer and  his  School,” by
Herbert Brooks, which gives an account as full as
careful research can ensure of the School's
development since its foundation in 1706

Recent wdditions to the library melude @ --
Herver Beilani - Last Stronghold of Sail (@ book

of local mterest, dealing with harges).
C. H. Purkinson Trade Winds.

H.o I P Grieve: Some Examples of Iinghsh
Handwriting.

Essex Records Office : The Art of the Map-maker
in Essex.

Statesman's Year Book for 1440,
R. C. Robertson Glasgow © Rain stopped Plav.
P Pringle: Romance of Medical Science,
M. C. Nokes: Science in Education,
[.C.1
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g THE PIRATES OF PENZANCE ;

OR a boys’ school to undertake a successful
production of a Gilbert and Sullivan Opera,
and at the same time to * carmy on work-as

usual " {which, I imagine, was the theoretical ides)
is extremely ambitions.  T'should like to sav at
unee that Palmer's in every wav achieved at least
the first part of their ambttdaon,  Whether or not
work wenit on ‘as usual’ 1 oam in no position to
Tudge. 1 shonld like to think net, and to pictare
thit Geometry lessons beginning, not with the
soulless talwic aof HALL AND STEVENS, but with g
intld rendering of * With muny cheerlnl facts
about the square on the hvpotenuse.” Tt would
also be agreeable to imagine the weekly poetry
lessons commencing, not with the normal peda-
gogii: admonition ' Now this is 0 very good poem
and you are going to-enjoy it or else . . . . . it
with a reverent rendering of ** Hail Puoetry, thou
heaven-born maid.” Bt these are dle dreams,
and it 15 my business to discuss realities, namely
the performances by Palmer's Schoal of ' The
Piriates of Penzance,”

I honestly eénjoved this production more than
any professional performance of Gilbert and
sullivan that [ have seen.  This was because it
had all the vitality, freshness and spontaneity so
often Tacking in professional shows, in which over-
famihinrity has bred. if not contempt, at least
complacency.  In these shows the singing grows
soulless; the characterization stereotyped, and
the * fanny business " mechanical '

Evervhody . *The Pirates' (including,
strangely enough, the conductor) seemed to be
enjoving himsell hugely. This i5 an excellent
thing, alwavs provided it does not mean that a
prodnetion beeomes undisciplined, and, of course,
discipline in Gilbert and Sullivan is of paramount
mpiortiice,  This discipline, however, wis never
absent from this production. The greatest credit
due to the producer and conductor, Mr.
Smurthwiite, for achieving this admirable blend-
of discipline and ebullience. He hud obvionsly
not only given clear and competent direction
during rehearsal, but he gave his company an
equally clear and dnspirmg  heat during the
performuinces.

=

Further, how much better wore the two LTS,
admirably played by Mr. and Mrs, John Scott,
thun a seratch orchestra, composed of a few
virtuosi, and the rest eager *leamners,” terrified
out of their lives by the importance of the occa-
sion and producing from their instruments sounds
maore Felinemonie thun Philharmonic,

I thought the soloists were excellent. In gen-
eral, perhaps, their standard of singing was a
little higher than their standard of acting, but
this was only to be expected.

Jolyon  Smurthwaite gave a polished and
assured pertormance as the Major-General —so
much so that 1 was very much surprised to learn
that he was still a scholar at the school. 1 put
him down at least as Senior Current Afairs
Master—-u tribute both to his characterisation
and his make-up.

Remald Shiw as the Pirate King could, perhaps,
have sung with rather more flambuoyant relish,
bt Gilbert did not buld up this character very
;-|-:.1r_'-.;1|u!|-]'l.'. Johm Goodall attacked the delight-
ful part of Frederick with great enthusiasm and
spirit.  His gestures were a little clumsy, but he
brought out to the full the humour of the part
and his singing was most pleasant to hear.

AMr. Benson made a delightfully benevolent
Sergeant of Police and sang the famous ' A
Policeman's lot is not 2 happy one’ with masterly
aplomd.

Raymond Hayter's performance as Mabel
impressed me more than anything in the show.
FFor a schoolboy to achieve at one fell swaop such
musicianly expertness, charm of manner and
cxcellence of attack as he did was nothing short
of a triumph. He looked and sang the part per-
fectly and the purity of his vocal tore was
matched by the vivacity of his acting.

As Ruth, Sidney Simmonds had undoubtedly
the most difficult task of all. Boy contraltos
don’t grow on trees.  To realise the standard he
did. after onlv a fortnight’s rchearsal, was a
splendid achievement.

The Chorus was first-rate. 1 could distinguish
every word thev said and their reactions to the
various incidents in the plot were definite and
vigorous ! The mere fact that the Major-General’s
daughters gained a round of applauge before they
sang a note, is sufficient testimony to the charm-
mg picture they presented. May I be [orgiven
for being reminded on their appearance of
‘Hamlet '~

‘ Look here, upon this picture, and on the . .

It was prompted by my vision of these same
charmers on the football field or presenting their
excuses for homework unfinished, or even {is it
possible al Palmer’s ?) undone,



RAYMOND E. HAYTER JOHN 5. GOODALL
as Mabel as Frederick

in “The Pirates of Penzance™



I remember chiefly from the show the first
appearance of the guileless maidens, the beautiful
duet, * Stay, Frederick, stay,” which was extremely
well sung, and the unaccompanied * Hail, Poetry,’
in which the chorus remained indefatigably true
and on the note.

There was so very little to find fault with. At
times I did think that the soloists riveted their
gaze too fixedly on the hyvpnotic eve of Mr.
sSmnrthwaite. They could have forgotten his
presence a little more.  Some of their gestures,
agalh, were a bit awkward and self-conscions
{especially the arms outstretched at the hall-way
position).

Perhaps mv chiel quarrel was with the vexed
question ol encores, By all means let us have these
encores, 1f they are demanded by the awlience,
as they frequently were.  Bnt il theyv are given,
they should, U think, be given with rather more
variation of movement and with different * funny
business ' than was attempted,

The settings and costumes 1 thought quite
excetlent and so, (oo, was the make-up (a gargan-
tuan and most tiring task, this), which succeeded
so successfully in making bovs look like staff and
staff like boys.

I theroughly enjoyved every minute of this
show and look forward immensely to the next
one.  Palmer’s will be hard put to it to improve
on ' The Pirates ol Penzanee!

WoT.O8

Mr. Smurthwaite adds this explanatory foetnote

It had occurred to the producer to introduce
more variation into the encores, and he agrees
with our worthy critie that most * numbers’ do
require a * breshness ” to keep an encore alive to
the audience.

Messrs. [Oxvley Carte, however, who have the
sele rights of all the Gilbert and Sullivan Operas,
insist on a most striet observance not only of the
seript and music, but also of the traditional
“funny business.” Aoy departure [rom this is
frowned upon.  The encore of the girls’ chorus
and love duet and such numbers is charming
vnough without any extra * business,” but such
additions as the Major-General's song  encore
(" Never rode @ horse ) are set down as in the
ariginal production. ’

Producers are sometimes tempted to introduce
fgagging T ol Cgreater T originality, but any depar-
ture from the 1Y'Ovley Carte ideas would, without
a strict insistence by the Company, altimately
reduce these delightful works (o the level of
Music Hall.

Inagine Sam i ' The Pirates” entering with
“ Was there something 2 7 or Pooh Bah replying
to the laughter ol the audience with ** The Devil’s

in me tomght.” or perhaps some np-to-date pro
ducer could fit a little Boogy-Woogy into the
Cachuca dance of the *“ Gondoliers.”

In 1901 the Copvright ceases and it is to he
hoped that some measures will be taken to
preserve  these works from  the commercial
interests ol those whose activilies cur critic would
no doubt deplore

IPRAMATIS PERSON

Major-General Stanlev - - - J. Smurthwaite

- . o ’ b R, G. Shaw
G w A . . t

l‘he Pirate KNing | Mr. H. J. Beckes

Samuel (His Licutenant) = - D] Gay

Frederick {T'he Pivate Apprentice) - | 5. Goodall

Sergeant ol Police - - - - Mr. H. Benson
Mabel \ - - R, K. Havter
il Goneral Stanleyv's - - L Ansell

Iate ! Inalters - T Satherland
[sabel | - 120 AL Nadsager
Ruth v Pirate-Maid-ol-all- \\m]\) S ] W Simmonds

livapis ol D e anid Polics

[ Bempuridh, | A Buleacls, Mr, C O Biprdue, |, |
e 4 sawhiest. L W av - Iyw i'--'l."“f.
e B, WL Gk Lo Gmifiths: | Gerlmalle, My f i
Havston, M, 1. Holl, Mr. FoHighes, 5 C Hoxten
ot ML Jovrcnn M BT Jomes, 101, elly, T2 G0 Malim
W A Metleoell, B Mller, B G, Pabner, B €
Pevachz Mro 00V Brewes Mo PO U Haes; 10E Tayher,
ST T lsmpsen .
Clipens o Giennerid Stunles s Thorelibors
AL 1T WG Aakhony, 15 Bengowms, 1 ooy,
| H. Ciilyer, H.o0 CUarteg, 18X, Dighy,
] - Free, Bod: Gay, K- Gom 20W, 12,
Havdine, O Flempstead Go Hagh, | H O #Hall, e 1
Fheetwartt, (W, b abenelscid I, =t ool =oart
B AL Side O Simeey, T80 Trowiedls By 0 v,

' T4 Warne

Scenery designed and execnted ba Mreo 1o R Willmer
Stage Carpentry - - - Mr IR Lockett
Stage lighling - - Me W Humphries

Assistant Electricians - - J Vesevy & C Baxua
Costurme Manager - - Mr. [ E, Bloyvee
Make-up - - Mr DL Ross
Chief Stewnrd - Meo 10 E RO Bolim

Apples !

LsIDE my window grows a tree
Which through the winter secms to me
To fade away and just exist—
When winfer comes with snow and mist.
But at a certain time of vear
That little tree is once more here,
And on its branches apples grow,
And but for apples as we know,
Important laws like gravity
Might still remain a mystery.
But in spite of all their fame
Apples to me will jusr remain
—Apples!

vy N Iva



THIE CHESS CLUB

It j= with |lii1".i:-||]l.' that I uwm able to r|-|n|||
that this society has increased its membeeship
more than four-fold during the veur,  There lins
been-a steady influx of new members throueliongt
the season and it has beeome glmest an embarrass
ment to find enough room for evervone to play in
comfort in the Library.

Many of the new members have come from the
Lower School, which is an encouraging sign Uhad
an interest in Chess ix being aroused there. Al
hovs who can play, or want to learn ta play, and
especrally the vounger members of the school,
are invited to come along 16 olr meetings uriny
the Michaelmus and Lent Terms at 345 pom. on
luesdays o the Library, for it is urgent that
there should be a lirge number of young pliavers
developimg their skill to fornd the Tutoare ek bom
of the Club.

We plaved five league fixtures, together with
three fricadly matches, but onlv suceesded in
drawing one league game  and winning  one
[riendiy. This was not due 10 lack of enthusiasn,
but simply to the fact that, after a lapse during
the war vears, we have not vet attained a really
high degree of plaving <kill.  This is gradually
coming, but it is the present voung plavers who
will raise the standard of the Clab high in future
Veirs

As promysed in the December dssue of the Mag-
azine, @ tournament was arranged for (hose
players not sufficiently forlunate enough to gel
mto the team.  This was planned before Fastoer,
bul new members entering the Club  alwivs
desired to join in with the result that it could not
be finished,  This will be remedicd next term in
dividing the Club into two or three sections, cacly
liaving 1ts own competition

Mozt members of the Club take © Junior Chess,’
which appears to he quite popular. However,
distribution is difficult unless members come and
see me personally ta obtain their copies every
twe months. P, Micr, the Captain of the Schoo)
Chess Team, is to be congratulated on obtaining

a place in the Essex Chess Team, R Newbery,
who left the School Yast vear, has gained the same
honour. Let us hope that there will he many
mere plavers from this School who will follow
them mmto the Fssex Team

Restrts o Liacor Finrvies
VoS Ceorge Monony (s Ly - 34
v Roval Liberty Schoaol [. 2 |
voMWoest Tlam s . o -
v Fast Hamt G5 Do 3
vo e C TS [. A
KEsuvnrs o Priespy Fixirres
vooSir George Monoux (s L2 —
v Reval Liberty Schoat W04 14
v Wese Ham G L. g - (1
LEAbiNG Awvnaces
DT Evers FER"S
I3, 11 Nuwholaon 1349,
['. Mot , PR
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DEBATING SGCIETY

On 41th November, 1948 the inaugural mecting
ol the Palmer’s School Debating Society was held,
The Headmaster has kindlv consented to Lecome
the President of the Socicty, and M. [, Holt was
appointed Secretarv. Members of the sixth form
are automatically members of the Society aud
members from Tormis Voand UV mav be admitted
on being proposed by o member. Mectings are,
in general, held tortmghtly.

Despite ats title, the Society can hold Brams
Trusts, five-minute specehes, [uvitation lectures,
el

The <ubject of il first debate was o That
Co-Education 1~ & vital necessitv in Schools 7 ;
being respectively proposed  and  opposed D
Mesars [ CoTavior and [ 1) Arey,

Arguments m favom of the motion included
the mutual improvement of table manners, a
wider choice of friends and the end of ** Puritanical
Victorianism.”  On the other hand, a speaker
theught  that  Co-Kducation  would  promate
efieminacy. Americans were hecoming efleminate
and soft and depended too much on women,



Co-Fd. schools did not seem to produce good
examination results.  Amoug the compromise
stuggestions put forward was that of “two
separate schools not unearer than one hundred
vards with a communal dining hall.”  Another
speaker, althougl describing life as & “ drama of
sex values,” was non-committal. The motion
was defeated.

The next debate discussed the present system
of Sixth-form Education. M. J. Holt deplored the
specialisation in Grammar Schools and likened
the average Grammar School pupil to & balloon
floating in an atmosphere of marks and exam
resilts.”  When the time came to soar to greater
heights the ballast he had to jettison was too
great, Mr. C. G. Burridge, opposing, pointed out
that a revision of Sixth-form Education would
necessitate new Dbuildings, teaching staff and
equipment. He thought the present Sixth-lform
course well integrated. Other speakers pointed
out that many regarded the Sixth-form as a quiet
backwater ; that the Arts student showed a lack
of logical reasoning power, whercas the scientist
was exict and had a cross-referencing mind {sic [ ;
and that an all-round Education was required.
The motion was lost.

The political heretics were satiated by a © vote
of no confidence in the Government,

In this discussion J. C. Taylor raised the issuces
of the Lynsky Tribunal, Nationalisation, the
House of Lords and several other arguments to
be found in « The Conservative Speakers’ Hand-
book.” ]. A, D'Arcy exploited the merits of
The Town Planning Scheme, Housing, The
National Health Scheme and several other argu-
ments to be found in “ The Socialist Speakers’
Handbhook. ' The House preferred, for the
greater part, to remain silent on this occasion

Recently I. A. Cheyne and the indefatigable |.
A D’Arcy argued with each other for the House's
benefit on the legalisation ol Euthanasia or
“mercy killing.”

Some took the point of view that those ju pain
onght to be put out of pain. A scheme of admin-
istering Euthanasia to the clamouring public was
mooted.  The true Christian, it was said, is not
afraid of death. On the other hand the scheme
suggested would put a great power into the hands

of doctors and was bound to be misused. One
speaker described it as  legal murder.”
The motion, however, was accepted by a

majority of one

The junior members of the Sociely were invited
to pour forth their rhetoric on the metion  that
Youth Clubs have outlived their purpose.” A\
R. Thompson and D. E. Smart described Youth
Clubs as “degenerate,” ‘unnecessarv,” ‘uon-
mtelleetual,” andd asserted that thev Tostered bad

habits.  However, €. V. Ulyatt and €, J. W
Bush vitiated these charges and pointed out
that they taught you the main things in life as
well as many instructional pursuits

Other speakers spoke of " the vices that lurk
around lamp-posts” and a Youth Club in
Leamington Spa.

The House decided that Youths Clubs were
not redundant.

In addition o these debates, the Society has
now made firm [riends with the Royal Liberty
School Debating Society. [t was invited 1o
Romford in November last to oppose the motion
that ** Urbanisation destroys man's scnse  of
mortal values and his individual thought.” Our
hosts not only staged us excellent relreshments,
bul were kind encugh to reject the motion as
well 1 Messrs. J. €0 Taylor, J. A, D'Arcy and
M. J. Helt represented the School in the debate,
as well as a number of our keenest members

In February the Royal Liberty School came to
Palmer’s for the return match and one can but
fall back on that insidious cliché and say with
sincerity that a good time was had by ali. The
motion was *“ That the deplorable depreciaticn in
our standards of life during the last two vears is
a menace to Western Unity and Civilisation.”
3. H. Nicholson, J. C. Taylor and D). . Mabey
proposed for the School, unsuccessfully.

The Society has enjoyed the company of its
Romford friends, in particular Messrs. Ward and
Burgess, whose sound arguments and sparkling
wit have summoned both scnse and a soule. We
Iook forward to seeing them again soon.

[n conclusion, the Society, it may be added,
has been run by a Committee, consisting of J.
Ifand, |. C. Tavlor and J. A. IYAvey, together
with the Seerctary. The Committee has recently
been angumented and one can hope that in the
future it will be run as successfully as it has heen
to the time of writing,

M.,

MUSIC,

Apart from “ The Pirates of Penzance,” music
has been less mn the public eye than last year,
hut, neverthless, much work has been done and
progress made in many directions,  This was
evident in the results in the Thurrock Musie
Festival, when ouwr entves, some filtv in all,
reached mimbers that hear sume comparison with
those from 1he Gnls® Schoel. Results also were
good, bovs [rom the School occupying prominent
positions in many classes. In Pianoforte Soio,
certificates of proficiency were gained by M. G.
Roc (11¢) fn the under 12 class; under 13, A
Baxendale ([In)  third in class, RO ] Dultell
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{ITa), A. P. Scott (IIc¢), R. .\, Venn (IlLa) ; under
14, R. E. Hayter (I11b—Afirst in class, and 1. A
Tavlor (IVe); ander 16, R, E. Hayter ; under 14,
M. Benjamin (UVIa)—second; open class, M.
Benjamin—third. Hayvter and Scott with their
partners gained certificates. T 5 Geodall (UVTIa),
the only entrant in the Tenor Solo, gained the
highest marks of the day for solo singing. In the
Boys” Vecal Selo, there was an intriguing result.
Havter (second}, Scott (third) and Venn gamed
three of the five certificates awarded ; the others
went to boys who, having competed in the
Entrauce Examination, mav figure in the * Avete”
fist next issue.  J. C. Evans (IIb), who was first
m the under 14 Violin Solo, deserves special
mention, as he started having lessons only six
maonths ago, after coming to the scheol. In the
class for Chamber Music, a trio—H. H. Daniels
(Va), C. A, Hempstead (Va) and Benjamin—came
third and were commended for their choice,
movements from Purcell’s Golden Sonata. Two
old Palmerians also did well—Denis Redington
winuing the open violin solo, and, partnered hy
Tony Trensou, the open plano duct.

After the Unveiling of the War Memaorial, the
Chapel Choair practices ceased as opera rehearsals
increased in frequency, except in preparation for
the Carol Service on the last afterncon of Michacl-
mas Term. This, for the first time, was the full
traditional Service of the Nine Lessons, with
carols sung by the whole Scheol, bv the Junior
Choir, by the full Chapel Choir and by the latter’s
treble voices.  The * 137 Section of the Choir has
led the singing well in the Sunday ¢vening ser-
vices and on occasion has included an anthem.
Their good work received wider recoznition when
they took part in the Thurrock Lmpoe Youth
sunday service, which was held in the School
Hall.

The orchestra has had no opportunity of
appearing in public, but is making much progress
in establishing a repertoire and will be able to
give a good account of itself when the occasion
arises. It is Lioped that further chamber music
groups will be formed in time {or next vear's
Festival  The Violin Class, somewhat depleted
in numbers, has met regularhy and at least three
members show great promise, one, B J. Ward
(IIc), having now transferred to private lessons,

A party from the School, o hundred strong,
consisting of the cast of © The Pirates” and
members of other musical groups were taken by
coaches 1o Aveley for o performance of a con-
densed version of © The Barber of Seville™ by
principats of Sadler’s Wells,  The arranger and
producer of this Intimate Opera Group is lectur-
g in the School Hall late in June te the Thur-
rock LEducational Fellowship on Opera, illustra-
tiens  being  given by two principals- - Llsic
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Morison {soprano) and CGerald Davics {tenor). 1t
is to be hoped that a good response is made to
the hall-price concession that Mr. Scott has
obtained {or members of the School,

Arother concession ol which sufficient advan-
tage is 1ot tuken is that of attending rehearsals
of the Thurrock Philharmonic Orchestra wn the
afternoon  preceding  their Saturday evening
concerts, Far too manv still lock on this orchestra
as little better than a local amateur affair before
they have heard 1it.  Their opinien then changes
profoundlv.  This orchestra, one of the few sub-
siclised by the Arts Council of Great Britain, gave
three concerts last season and is to give three
mere in the Hall next winter.  Soloists include
Frederick Grinke (violin) in November and, in
February, Sheila Randell (piano), who has just
lelt school and, by general consent, is likely to
have a world reputation very soovn.

The last of the Thurrock Male Veice Choir's
conceris was in aid ol the School War Memorial
FFund.  The previous evening they had « B.B.C.
audition and our sincere congratulations go to
them on their success in this. We look forward
to their forthcoming breadceast and feel proud
that so many Old Palmerians are to be found in
their ranks.  In their next concert, in late Octo-
ber, soloists include Mary Jarred (contralto} and
Howell Glyane {bass}.

THE NATURAL HISTORY AND
MICROSCOPICAL SOCIETY.

A small aquarium has been fitted up in the
Biological Laboratory and is being looked after
by members of the Seciety,  Many boyvs in the
school are interested in this branch of Natural
History and it is hoped that they will be able to
meet periodically and  discuss any difficulties
which arise in the management of fresh water
aquaria

THE NUMISMATIC SOCLIETY,

The Numismatic Society has greatlyv increased
in numbers during the last two terms, but owing
to the pressure of sports practices and other
aclivities the attendance at meetings during the
Lent Term was usually rather low

An Old Palmerian, Mr. Harpum, has presented
the Society with a box of coins—these provide a
very usciul pool for exchange.

The Society’s catalogue of coins is still avail-
able and persons wishing to make use of this
should apply to G, T. Martin (V'b).

It is hoped in the near futare to hold another
exhibition and ull persons interested in coins
should make a point of attending

GoluML, v



RADIO SOCIETY.

Our grateful thanks are due to Mr. Wintle, of
College Avenue, an Gld Palmerian, for the gift of
wireless parts, books and magazines, which have
come in very useful and are much appreciated.

The parts have cnabled us to construct an
improved short wave receiver with bandspread,
“to cover 160, 8o and 40 metres. Two morse
oscillations have also been constructed, one being
a valve oscillator for use with lheadphones or
loud speaker, the other a key and buzzer.
Many members have realised that a knowledge of
the morse code is necessary to a full enjoyment
of short wave listening and a beginners’ class has
been started.

One of our members has been busy construct-
ing a receiver f{or television sound and has
succeeded in getting it to work., Ne doubt he
will then proceed to make a vision recciver, We
wish him luck.

We have now quite a nwmber of books and
magazines on radio, These have been in great
demand for the last three or four months and are
proving of great assistance to the members. New
members are still welcome and will find announce-
ments of meetings on the notice board.
G

STAMP CLUBR.
Our prexious report reflerred to the Exhibition
which the Grays Philatelic Society proposed
holding in the School Hall on Saturday, Decem-
ber 11th last. This ecxhibition was a great
success——a success to which a fair share was ably
contributed by our School club members.  They
showed the right tean spirit, which was {ully
appreciated and, both as helpers and exhibitors,
they acquitted themselves well,  We are pleascd
to record that D. Thorogood won the ‘Open’
competition with his display of German stamps,
whilst T. Lemmon and AL Burls were respectively
1st and 2nd prize winners in the British Colonial
section, restricted to our Club members.

Meetings last term continued regularly in the
Library, in spite of the prior claims on several
members of practices for the * Cross-country ™ and
rehearsals for the © Pirates.”

From funds available the Club has purchased
i copy of Gibbon's Catalogue, Part 1, 1049,
which is now available on loan to members only,

B =

tinv speck of light.

Could it he there

Against all-conquering night ?
Would it dare?

A

EVENING
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On May 14th a few of us went to the Third
Annual Convention of the Essex Philatelic
Societies at Colchester, where the fine weather
macde it possible to combine historical with
philatelic interests!. ILater this term a meeting
will be held to clect the new Committee for the
Club’s third year

To those of our semior members who will be
leaving we say ' thank you’ for your enthusiasm
and help and to those at present in the Third
Forms upwards, who are interested in this hobby,
we extend a warm welcome to join us this
coming term.

M.].H.

THL SCOUT TROOP.

Patrol Leaders-—Seniors: R. Thomson
Juniors© B. Block & P. Collins.

The School Troop has been officially recognised
and is now known as the r1th Grays [t con-
tinues to flourish and most of the members arc
making rapid progress with their second class tests.
The troop gained its first badge when P'L Block
passed the tests for Swimmers’ Badge. We con-
gratulate him and hope this is the first of many
such successes.

The troop is planning a weekend camp and we
are looking forward to putting into practice some
of the things learnt at the weekly meetings. In
the summer holidays the troop is to hold its first
camp at Bridport, Dorset, where we have secured
a site close to the sea.

There is considerable rivalry between Hawis
and Eagles in the inter-patrol competition.
Hawks, under P/L. Collins, are leiding at present,
but Eagles are hoping to overtule thetn diring
the campcraft competitions at the wedkemd camp,
The senior patrol is helping conslderibly, bath
by giving demonstrations and examing juniors
in certain tests.

Members of the troop tock part in the national
“ Bolva-Job " competition and managed to raise
two poiiinds. Alter forwanling our allotted quota
to Headipuarters. wo wore left with a pouad for
Or Trescy frmds, }

The troop is always glad to see new recruits,
and, new as it is, has its own investiture rituals.

R.T.
4
There, once again it gleams.
1 beckon from afar—
“4¥aken the heart’s giad dreams,
O rising star ! C.




CORRINGHAM |
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AH, Corringham’s a lovely place
With good and pleasant populace.
If you should go there you would find
The folk industrious and kind.
But Stanford is a gloomy town-—
The population groan and frown.
Grays people don’t respect the law,
BBut break shop windows by the score;
The poor police are punched and kicked
And even get their pockets picked.
Hall T'obbing’s people arc in jail,
The other half’s let out on bail;
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N olden times, when earth was voung,
And no God ruled the sea,
Mannannan was a king on land
And ruled a wide country.

But when at last he had grown old,
He heard about a weed

Which brought the owner youth again,
And longed for it with greed,

He had no ship, so had to swim
The broad white waves along,

H;\VE you ever drcamed
And found the people there
Seemed nought by insubstantial air
Drifting and drifting ?
Have vou ever walked
Where no one seemed to heed you,
With only your thoughts to lead you—
Drifting and drifting ?

e e

'THE FIRST LEAVES OF SPRING

| 4
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A green mist rises softly from the trees,
A ¢linging haze, which hovers ronnd the
heights,
lixultant, shy, light as life it shines,
Trinmphant, emblem of the Spring .
As strange as birth and simple as dollght
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They drink their whiskies, gins and stouts
And fill the air with raucous shouts,
Throw stones at lamp-posts, infringe laws,
Smash milk bottles, break down doors.

In Laindon, burglar’s tools are made

And robbery is their chief trade.

A smell of oit recalls to one

The short distance to Coryton.

Nune of these places can compare

With Corringham, for it is there

The most tespectful people live,

In that small town superlative,

PLCUED, IV,
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BALLAD ?
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And soon he reached the weed’s country,
And ate it, and grew strong.

But so much swimming had he done
That when he came to shore.

He found his legs were washed awav,
His feet were feet no more.

He had a fshy tail behind,
A merman now was he.
As once he ruled upon dry land,
So now he rutes the sea.
T, lic.
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A REVERIE

1

e e e

Have vou cver heard

The distant sighing of the sea,

Or felt its wind as it stirs vour hair ?

Thus, oft, slips the world over me- -
Drifting and drifting.

o e i e _I'
1
1
|
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I'resh joy abounding, singing to the world
The lovelier layvs of new exciting life.

The spirit, newly-washed with innocence
Soars upwards, swirling with a pride in this,
The bright and subtle harmony of Spring.
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V. SHAFTESBURY.

NHIONY AsnHLey CooPEr was born in 1621,
the inhcritor of a Dbarenctey and ld]g(‘
estates. He was educated at Exeter College,

Oxford and Lincoln's Inn.  His political carcer
started in 1640, when lhe became Member of
Parliament for Tewkesbury, but it is interesting
to see that he never sat in the House until 16053
aned then {or Wiltshire,  During the civil wars
(16042-49) hie appears to have been on both sides,
as the tide turned.  In 1642 he was with Charles
I at Nottingham, but not committed to hum : in
1043, Im“c\cr the vear of Rovalist snccesses. he
pledged the aid of the Dorset gentry to Charles
and raised a regiment. In 1644 he joined the
Roundheads and obtained command of their
forces in Dorset, storming many rovalist strong-
holds, including Corfe Castle.

I'rom 165 3-8 he sat in the House and spent much
of hix time leading opposition to the dictatorship
of Cromwell. In 1659 he was imprisoned as a
pelitical suspect, but was released on joining the
[action of Monk, who restored the monarchy, In
1000 he negotiated at Breda for the return of
Charles I and there he sustained an internal
injury in a coacl smash.

After Charles” return, his rise was rapid— lie
became a Privy Councillor, a Baren, and in 1661
Chancellor of the Exchequer, which post he held
until 1652, Without his other achievements, his
name would be famous, if only becanse he was a
minister of the * first cabinet " or Cabal formed in
1007, In 1672 he hecame Earl of Shaftesbury,
President of the Board of Trade and Lord
Chancellor, in which post he acquired great dis-
tinction and honour.  His carcer after 1672 once
more Lecomes interesting. The government had
been forced to declare war against the Duatch and,
to obtain the necessary supplics, Charles 11 was
forced o revoke his indulgence to men of all
religions, in which Shafltesbury believed. Shaftes-
bury, seeing the House in favour of intolerant
Anglicanism, changed sides and resigned the
Chancellorship in 1673,

The rest of his career he spent
apposition to the King, especially  attacking
James, Duke of York, the Catholic heir to the
threne.  His political manipulations culminated
in the Popish Plot of Titus Qates, for whom he
rallied the whole suppert of the Green Ribbon
Club. This club wus formed in 1675 at the King's
Hedd Tavern in Chancery Lane by the opposition
leaders and counted Buckingham, Shafieshury

organising
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and Monmonth among its members. It dominated
the London mob, organised [rantic electioneering
and was the virtual controller of the Whig Party,

In 1678 Titus Oates liul accused the Queen
and the King's ministers of Popery and, aiter the
engineered murder of the protestant Sir Edmund
Godfrey, the country, mad with panic, embarked
on a terribte and bling perseention of the acensed,
In 1659 Charles [l dissolved Parliament and
Shaftesbury set Tumsctl to win the election by a
lavish scattering to the public of beer and gold.
After Shaftesbury's success, all went well {or the
persecuters until Lord Justice Scroggs, plucking
up courage, dismissed a case, brought to court by
Qates. Hlmftesbur\ at once roused the London
mob, as he attempted to do so often, and thev
assailed the Lord Chicf Justice with missiles,
throwing a dead dog into his coach. The Whigs,
constderably encouraged, bent with fresh vigour
to the attack. Shatteshury organised monster
petitions for the removal of James, which the
Tories met with equally large petitions, In 1681,
the Exclusion Bill defeated, Charles T again
dissolved Parliament and called a new one at
Tory Oxford, where the blue-ribbened Whigs of
Shaftesbury daily fought with the red-ribboned
Tories alter the election.  Alter one week of
disagreement, the King dissolved this JI:IrJ[tll'Ijl.—'IIl
scaring by his resolute action the Whig nppeEition
Shalteshury, foreed i illegitimate action, -
jectéd the rsing of the mobs and apen rebuollion,
but, after its untoward discovery in 1682, e was
forced to flee to Holland, where he died in exile
the next year

Stated as briefly as that, Shaftesbury's career
seems unscrupulous and purely selfish, but, since
all along he stood for the Jiberty of the Fnglish
people, his vacillations are due to his rigid
adherence—a thing somewhat foreign to the
politics of thix age--to his idea.  His pame is
tarnished however by his willingness to use hoth
good and Dbad means to achieve his ends—as in
the Popish Plot—and by his habit of be traying
his friends, if it suited his purposes. Conce ‘rning
Shaftesbur_\ s character, Dryden (s our best
authority, for he has depicted him in his contem-
porary =ative " Absalom and Achitophel  with gremt
justness, considering his politieal |r||]1|--i|]|H|. to
Shafte '~]"EII'I. e man depioted 1z
bold and turbulent of wit,’
unfised in principles and place ) 3 deseription
which seems to suit Shaftesbury  admiratily
Dryden accuses him of a personal political leader-
ship, not a dispassionate one, and this m v el

" Rapac |u|!-\..
although * restless




have been true, but Shaftesbury’s willingness to
sacrifice office for opposition gives good grounds
for doubt. His occupation of the Woolsack
(1672-3) is praised because of his scrupulous exer-
cise of fair, honest and swilt justice. Dryden
attributes his physical deformity and bad health
to his great genius, i what are probably the most
famons lines of satire on that
“ .. flery soul, which working out its way
Fretted the pigmy body to decay
And o’erinformed the tenement of clay,

History must say that, although Shaftesbury
may have been unscrupulous and have had his
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TE rcached Paris about 6.435 pm. We pushed
our way through the crowd at the barrier,
and after a few minutes wait, set off, in the

wake of a guide, for the school where we were to
meet our French hosts for the next two weeks
Nobady had met his hest previously, although we
had all exchanged letters. But we need not have
worried in the slightest about our reception.  In
my case, and I am sure in every other case, the
reception was truly wonderful.

I was met by my host—a big jolly man with
an infectious smile -and his 14 year old son.
Jacques, who proved a great friend to me person-
ally and who got me out of so many muddles and
embarrassmg situations during my stay.

After being introduced, the three of us left the
school and T was, {or the first time, without any-
one to spealk Inglish to. Little conversation was
possible on the way homwe {(during my stay the whole
family made it as much my home as th&‘l]":) but
an incident cceurred which made me realise with
a jerk that T simply had to understand and speal
Irench ; that I could not talk English if T liked.

We were sitting In a bus which was grossly
overcrewded I never once saw a bus which was
not overcrowded — and I was sgnashed hetween
the side of the seat and a very fat lady. T was
tryiug to look past her at the lights of Paris
through the windew and all the time she was
wriggling in a most agitated manner.  All of a
sudden she unleashed ¢n me a torrent of French,
of which [ understood nothing. I was seized with
panic, and looked helplessly at Jacques, who was
making frantic signs to me to get up. [ did so
and the lady heaved herself out of the seat. With
a  withering [-think-I-know-the-right-placc-for-
vou look al me she rolled on to the platform of
the swaving bus. T realised afterwards that 1
was pinning her to the seal and that she was
anmeved because [ had not allowed her to get up.

I H‘-TFR ‘&L]Iﬂﬂ[
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vision obscured on many occasions,
was great and his idealism real.

Like the Cecils and Churchills, the Cooper
family also has contributed its famous men to
our history. for it was the descendant of Shaftes-
bury that early last century promoted legislation
to create better working conditions for the poor,

his genius

Members of Shaftesbury House are drawn
mainly from the Gravs Ward and the House
colour is green.

Ja&. 1%

AT PARIS

T had a very cordial welcome from the rest of
the family when we reached their house and
immediately sat down to dinner. 1 thought at
first that the dinner must have been specially
prepared to celebrate my arrival, but it is the
usual thing, I found afterwards, to serve hoiled
potatoes with melted butter poured over them
and to split radishes and fill them with butter.
I also had ham at that first meal, but although
it is plentiful in France, it is dear, s¢ unfor-
tunately they do not buy it ofter. Dunng the
meal I drank about three glasses of beer—a sort
of gassy liquid, which [reths most realistically
when poured out and which has a bitter taste,
but is almost completely non-alcoholic.  Alter
the beer, was served the wine—vin ordinaire
Thank geodness it was ordinary, for after three
glasses of that my face was bulnmg and [ felt as
it 1 would float up to the ceiling any minute.

After the meal, as after every evening meal in
Irance, all the crockery was piled in the middle
of the table and we started to talk with the aid of
two dictionaries. This went on until nf,arly cleven
o'clock, then somebody proposed going to bed.
So we shoo}\ hands all round at least twice on
that and all went to bed.

The next morning I was shown very proudly
by my new friends, two places. The first was the
top of a small hill, overlooking the town where |
was staving, where there were three crosses about
twenty {eet high, erected as a memorial to those
who were shot by the Germans for underground
work during the war.  The second was an Amer-
ican cemetery, with at least one thousand graves
of Americans who died during the 1974 T8 war.
This was beautifully looked after by a Iirench
carctaker and his gardeners.

The first Sunday morning was the only
reminder I had during the whole of my atay in
France that the country I was now i apd which



seemed to have so much food and seemed so care-
free, had been occupied by German troops less
than five years ago. Then I thought of England,
and wondered . . . .

In the afternoon we visited the Eiffel Tower.
This is 300 metres high and we had to wait an
hour on the second stage to get to the top. But
we had a free view of a {foottall match, which had
to ke stopped every five minutes because of an
argument between two players and the referee,
The family I stayed with took me to all the places
of interest in Paris. 1 think the most intereuting
visit was that to Montmatre and Le Sacre Coeur,
a Cathedral on top of a hill. Montmatre is the
oldest part of Paris, where everything is sold
cheaply to tounists. It is very picturesque and
we spent a long time wandering through the
tiny streets and looking at the shops.

We had to go to school four mornings each
week, but what a school ! All we had to do was
to sit back and listen to the I'rench masters talk-
ing about Irench customs and places of interest,
which was a verv satisfactory way of passing the
time, but not at all beneficial to our knowledge
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ORSETT FEXN lies someway to the north of
Grays, and the fields slope down to this
plain of coarse, tufted grass, which has

never been ploughed and is poorly drained.

To the newcomer it appears to be a vast, flat
uninteresting field. It is, however, not so flat
and devoid of detail as it seems. Small hollows
run hither and thither, for the purpose of drain-
ing it and the soil from these hollows has been
deposited in two mounds at different parts of the
fen. There are also many smail paths worn by
cows, for the sole purpose of the fen is for the
grazing of sheep and cattle,

At one place,
coarse grass and rushes,
closelv-crppped pure green grass, the lowest part
of all the fen. No trees or bushes grow anvwhere
within its boundaries, which are the Mar Dvke
on the west and two dvkes on the north and
south, which graduaily become closer together
towards the east, until they reach the Orsett to
Bulphan road.
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amongst the huge c<lumps of
there is a patch of
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of Lrench grammar {only onc master tried to
make us work, so we set to work on him and he
soon succumbed).  There was a written examin-
ation at the end of the two weeks and an oral
examination, which I did not take because Jacques
and [ felt too tired after the school dance of the
night before.  So we staved in bed that mormng
tili 11 o'clock.  Just to prove how excellent tht‘
school reallv was, we were not asked a single
question about our absence of the previous
morning, on the last day.

Yes, we had a very enjovable time in Paris and
I was sorry to come home.  But I had to come,
and the innocent looking newspaper wrapped
parcels, which for one reason or another I packed
in the bottorm of my case, are now devoured;
and the two bulging objects in myv raincoat
peckets, which I believed at the time were antique
glassware, are now empty glasswarce.

As we got out at Victoria station—the same
[amiliar Victoria station—which seemed so much
more orderly than IFrench stations, it seemed only
a few hours since we had climbed into the train
for Paris.

AJ.M.
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The fen changes considerably with the seasons.
In spring and carly summer it is green, with
splashes of colour given by many flowers. In
late summer it is parched and yellow, extremely
dusty, with patches of dead brown thistles.
After heavy rain it is swainpy, with pools in
many places. It is at its best covered with hoar
{rost, and after snow it is a white plain, with
tufts of grass showing. To be out there in a fog
is a weird experience, for one realises then that
the fen is not flat, but the ground seems to rise
in hillocks

To the west one sees the willows by the Mar
Dyke and the land gradually rising to Ockendon,
whicl is hidden by trees, exvept for the windmill
IFar to the east is the mass of Langdon Hills,
while to the north is Bulphan Fen, the Harrow
Inn, the great flat plain where the Mar Dyke
winds sluggishly, and finally the hills, where 1t
rises as il 00ZY SWamp.
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WIND IN THE TREES
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TREES certainly have voices and therefore
seem to have souls. Their voices are definitely
more pronounced when the wind blows. The

jostiing, whispering svcamores and chestnuts are

suddenly moaning and shrieking in the shrill gale
and then restored to quietness when the wind
fiend has passed. When the South-West Wind
puffs at the countryside, the giggling aspen hides
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DELP in a hollow lies a pool,
Shaded by trecs, all dark and cool
The banks slope steeply down, made
By rich, thick moss; the alders leun
Towards the water, meeting there
Their own reflection, dark and bare,
1 like to sit there, at my ease,

lgreen
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HE Constellations rise, and swing
Across the sky of ]et
sStar of the Pole! And xou stand still
And watch them as they set,
Orion with his shield and knife
Leaves us, to take his rest.
Whilst Gemini, the shining twins
sStill linger in the West
Avound the Pole the vain, proud Quecn
Sits on her carven chair,

e e s

e,

| e

ey, S et i

THERE once was a very aesthetic voung man,
An aesthetic voung man was he,
And he talked about Truth, with an ache in
his heart
And, of course, with a capital T,
Oftimes, from the soul, this very young man,
Very young was this man, truth to tell,
e would rationalise Life, with a tear in his eye,
And, of course, with a capital 1.,

e e S i i i

o e

1HE LONELY POOL

e
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_THE NIGHT SKY

THE AESTHETIC YOUNG MAN
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her laughter in her silken gown. [ admire the
stunted arctic pine, clothing the barren hillsides
of the North, in a gale. He compresses his lips
and lets not one cry of agonv or fear escape his
lips, only small gusps and an occasional groan
come to our ears, when the wind is in the treetops.

MUK, Iva,

e e o D e e T S S

]

On the thick moss, beneath the trees,
Beside the water, still and calm,

And hear the sound of distant farm,
Sce patterns that the sunlight weaves,
And smell the smells of rotting lcaves
And damp moss, which (rom the ground
Rise, and that lonely pool surround.

H.J.\.5.,

el i - o

Iva
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And swings about, high in the skyv
And waits, and combs her hair.
The Ram, the Bull, the Crab.
The Herdsman and the Goat,
And Pegasus, upon his wings,
Through the night sky they float
And as the sun comes [rom the Last
And fills the world with light,

Think of the stars that leave us now,
But will come again tonight.

the Scales,
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But most of his time, this pure, gentle soul,
Pure and gentle his soul, like a fay,

He exalted in Art, with a sob in his throat,
And, of course, with a capital A,

But a Roseate Idyll of Peace took his soul,
I'rom an unfeeling world did it flee :

But his principles triumphed, for there, on his
Are the capitals R.IL.P. [tomb,

K.C.



FOOTBALL,

SCHOOL

On the whole this year, the results have been
poor and in all teams the standard of football
“has been well below that played in previous vears.
This has been specially true in the first XI. which
could only win one match and draw two, one of
the drawn matches heing against the Old Palm-
erians.

Unfortunately the first XI. at the start of the
season had onlv three colours of last scason’s team
left, and, a5 a large part of last yvear's 2nd NI,
had left, the School had not manv experieneced
plavers to fall back on.  As a result the team

as o whole was rather inexperienced and below .

the standard of previous 1st XI's. 4 Dblow
came when P G, Titterton, the vice-captain, left
at the end of the Michaelinns Term. Huowever,
in spite of set backs like these, the st X1 played
hard aganst some very gowd oppusition and
towards the end ol the scason some verv good
football was witnessed by a handful of enthusiastic
supporters,

In the znd XI. the results were better but they
were not satisfactory when compared with those
of previous years. During the Lent Term the
team was unsettled because of injuries and other

rommitments, maimnly in the School crosscountry
team, and was not at foll strength.  Becanse of
the vouth of the team the 1st X1, next vear oan
he assured of a good supply of players,

The ard “X1. this vear was in the nature of an
experiment and had not a very full fixture list
Here again they started off quite well but the
promotion of players to st and 2od X1's weak-
ened them toward the end of the season,

The Junior X1, this vear wis one of the smallest
and youngest but maost promising sides that the
School has ever had. Even though the results
were poor, the foothall pliyed by this team at
tmes was remarkably good anid next year almaost
the same team should achieve some better results

Though this year's results have been ponor the
school teams next seacon should be more exXper
encetl, because there is o Targe number of the pat
and 2nd XT, players staying on at school, and in
the lower scheol thers is an almost inexhaustibl
supply of talenl.

During the Christmas holidavs P. . Titterton
and J..Iffland were selected to play for the Public
Schools against the Midland Bank. DD, I Gay
and j. Iffland have been awarded colours. "

JW.n,

RESULTS

1948 15t NI 2nd X1 3rd NI, Jun. N1
Nov. 13 v (Nd Palmerians drew a-1 = =
20 v Royal Liberty School lost o-11 lost 1-5 - lost 1-4
27 v Hornchurch County High Schual wOI 8-1 — — won 5-0
Mec. 4 v King Edward V1. School, Chelmstord lost o-3 won 4-o v —
8 v Sir George Monoux School lost o-7 lost 1-5 lost 2-3 lost 2-35
1949,
Tan. 15 v Hordshurch Unpunty High Soliool — tlrew 3-3 - won 6-0
20 v THoed County High Schaol ., lzist -4 o8t 3-2 Won 10-2 lost 0-3
Feh, s King Edward V. School, Chelmeford  |ost 1-3 lazt 3-2 N
12 v Hast Ham CGrammar Schonl drowa=a  drow 3.3 rew 2.2 lost 1-5
Mar. 5v Howval Liberty Schoal loat -7 lost g-u lest 3-1t
1tz v Hoarkinge Albey Se bl lewst -5 WO -0 tlrew 2-2 3

27



CROSS-COUNTRY RUNNING,

Earlier in the vear, the School was invited to
take part in a cross-country run {or the Burn Cup
at Newport, in North Essex. The team consistec
of W. A. Metherell (Captain), B. D. Foster, C. H.
Gredlev, D, 5. Bulcock, P. J. Treloar, C. A
Horsman. 13 E. Graham and A, R. Thomson and
was transported to Newport in a coach shared by
runners from Hornchurch County High School.

The team came eighth out of the fourteen
schools competing.  Foster ran an excellent race
to come sixth in a field of 112 runners over a
distance of 44 miles. The course was very gruel-
ling. This was made so by the fast pace set up
by the foremost runners and also by the many
hills. Relreshments were alterwards provided by
our hosts and the team returned home by coach
after a very enjoyable day.

A week later, on 12th March the School took
part in an invitation race at Epping Iorest,
organised by the Orion Harricrs.  The team con-
sisted of W. A. Metherell (Captain), B. I}. Foster,
C. H. Gredley, D. 5. Bulcock, . A. Horsman and
P. J. Treloar.

The course was entirely in the Forest and was
very muddy which made the gomng extremely
difficult. The school team came sixth out of
twelve schools competing, and Foster again ran u
very good ruce, coming second in a field of 72
runners, for which he received a medal—a very
creditable achievement.

The School has had a quite successful year of
running and it is hoped that as the Juniors pass
up the schoal they will maintain, il not surpass,
the present standard of running,

THE INTER-HOUSE CROSS-
COUNTRY RACE.

FFor months before the cross-country run at
Orsett, each House was traimning earnestly, and at
lagt the great day arrived.  On 31st March--a
crisp, sunny dayv—coaches took the runners and
markers to Orsett, whiie spectators made their
way on bicycles and buses. During the last
fifteen minutes Dbefore the race, excitement and
tension among the runners was rising and reached
a climax when the race started. The Juiors
were the first to line up for the start and, after a
few last-minute instructions by the Headmaster,
the starting signal was given and thev were off
but off on the wrong course, unfortunately, and the
race had to be re-run the next day. The Midedle
and Senior groups made a good start with no
unfortunate accidents

The course began by an orchard in the grounds
of Col. 5ir Francis Whitmore, through an open
gate 25 yards {rom the start, along the edges of
several flelds and so on to the road. The different
groups then continued along their respective
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courses which were shown by flags and markers.

The Junior and Middle courses were flat, with
gates and stiles as obstacles. The water-jump in
the Senior course usually provides thrills for both
the runners and spectators, but this year—the
winter having been comparatively dry—the water-
jump was almost empty of water, and so no-one
suffered the discomfort of wading out, chest-deep
in water and mud, as has happened many times
in the past after a severe winter,

Each course finished along a rampart near the
starting-point, and the runners lined-up in a
funnel to receive a card bearing their position in
the Tace.

B. D. Foster () won the Senior cvent in 2o
mins. 5 secs. the length of the course being 34
miles, Other successful runners, in order of fin-
nishing, were C. H, Gredley (M), |. A. Woolliams,
{r), W. A. Metherell (a), D). 5. Bulcock (am), and
A Wardrop (p).

In the middle group V. Hobson (s) came lirst
over a course of 2} miles in 14 mins, 38 sec
[oHowed by 5. R. Heapy (M}, G, Setter {r), R,
Setter (r), ), A, Tavlor (B) and D. W. Falkus {A).

R. I3, Saberton (a) ran the 14 miles of the
junior course in twelve minutes, followed by N.
R. Stokes (s), ]. C. Wright (), M. D. Owen [s),
R. J Gore (o) and F. G. Chapman (s).

Marlborough Housc are to be congratulated on
winming the trophy for the third consecutive vear.

CAG.

RESULTS

1 Marthorough 364 points

2 Shaftesbury 51
3 Priestley 524
4+ Droolks 530
3 Addison Hh3s

ATHLETIC SPORTS 1949.

A welcome innovation to eur Sports Day this
vear was the introduction of three new field cvents.
Their titles, Throwing the Discus, Throwing the
Javelin and putting the Shot, occasioned much
comment and interest from the spectators,
although certain among them seemed to imagine
that * Putting the Shot’ was some new game
allied to goll. The north field was used for track
events and all the field events were concentrated
in the south field. Enthusiasm, especially among
the younger boys of the school, was admirable
and the response to the new cvents was encour-
aging.  We thank Mr. Roberts and his several
helpers for making these events a success

Despite the cold wind, it was a dav of bright
sunshine and o large number of spectators
attended, although the wind prevented the
attainment of new records. Unfortunately time
decreed that track events had to be run in the
north field at the same time as field events in the
other, thus preventing the onlookers irom seeing



all the events of the dav.,  One of the events, at
least, was stimulating. The sand in the Long
and High Jump pits was of a vivid orange hue,
strongly reminiscent of the colouring matter in
some water ices, and several competitors had this
striking colour liberally dispersed over their legs.

The struggle between Brooks and Marlboreugh
for the first place was close, but not as close us
that between Shaftesbury and Priestley for the
third place.  This latter struggie was not decided
until the end of the programme was in sight.
Addison did not shine this year, but congratu-
lations must go to P. Thurlby for a very fine all-
round individual performance.

The Tuck Shop proved its value once more and
was continually in demand for refreshments,
The score-board was this vear erected by the now
very neat sports pavilion and enclosure ; and here,
indeed, was cause for lamentation and alse for
great excitement.  The spectators were as tense
as the competitors and as the afternoon passed,
the excitement did not wane, but rather increasced.

Mr.  Becker announced the results with
exemplary efficiency from the loudspeaker van
Form Ll REST
100 vards L V. Gunn (k)
220 . I | Limbourn (s}
Fiigh Jump 1 D H Cave {31)
[ong 1 DUH Cave ()
[Relay Hace I s z R 3 b
IForm TH
reo yvards J. Abel (%)
120 vards B. S Norford (M)
High Jump i J. Abel (s)
l.ong I Ao s Bannister (1)
Relay Hace I = 2 = 3N
Lorm 1V
1o vards LW Tadkuas ()
220 vards 1o A Tavlor (i
P40 yards L5 1 Heapy (an)
High Jump: GO AL Teeneh (o)
Long Jwimp 1B ] Colver (i)
Relay Race [ R 308
Lorm A
100 vanls 1P T horlby (a)
220 vards 1P Thaelbyy ()
440 yvards oA € Thomas (1)
8o vards T 18 setter (p)
Higlt Jump o DUS THorsman ()
Long Jnmp P Thurlby (a)
Relay 1 s 2 A K
Forms TV aml V
Javelm r Do Flaves tis)
shaot 1] Smatlcombw (v
Discus 1L Smalleombe (1)
Cricket Ball 1 P Tharlby {4
Forms U\ aned V1
100 vards 1] Woolliams (0}
220 vards L] N Woolliams (1
e vards to DY Newlorn (M)
S8o vards 1[50 Buleock ()
Mile 1 BoD oster (u)
High Jump 1 N D Glew (s)
Loug . 1 CoN Ulvatt (i)
Kelay I 2P 3o
favehn 1 KA Gilpin (k)
shet T, C. H Hawkes [3)
Discus o€V Ulvatt iy
Crwchet 13adl 1 Go W Nanoister (v
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aud somebow every competitor managed to turn
up at the right time and in the right place.  The
timing was largelv adhered to and the whole was
carried ont with very laudable smoothness and
precision

Brooks finally won after having heen ahead for
most of the day. The invitation race was won
this yvear by D, Johuson of East Ham Grammar
School and the Headmaster presented him with
the Cup.  The challenge trophy was presented by
the Headmaster to 13. Foster, who has achieved
such great and well-deserved success at cross-
country running. The day rounded off the term
i a happy and lively vein

And now, finally, thanks are due to all the
preaple who contributed to the dayv's success-—to
thisse wheo were responsible for preparing the field
for the events, to the competitors for providing
i splendid display of keenness and talent and to
spectators, staff, judges and stewards, who all
made a united effort to make the occasion one of
delight and efficiency successfully and enjoyably
combined.

R.G.S,
LTS,

2 R A, Hutson (B) 3D N Yates (1)

2 N_Stokes (3) 3 DL HD Cave (a

2 k. Marking (s} 3 12 Baggs (s)

2 B, stokes (A 3 N, DBrown (v)

+ 1305, Norlord (M) 3 CoA Coventry 1s)

2 ], Abel (5) 3 I Butt (uv)

2 B = Norford (ar) 3 C IR Swith (a)

3. 5. Noriord {w) 3 ] Abel 5)

DAL Taylor {B) 350 1L Heapy (s

: 5 R, Heapy (a3 1 I R VFisher (a)

2 DAL Tavior (8) 3 DWW Falkus (a)

> LV Denms (8) 30 GO Poole (A)

2 Bnlb Denms (o) 3 ROAL Corbetl ()

: |, D Havis (m) 3 BosS Mapperley ()

2 |, Smallcombe (#) 3 1D Havis (8)

> |. smallcombe () 3 Gl Better (1)

> [. L. Down {s) 3 ] Briten ()

2 | D. Havis (B} 3 10WL Bovd ()

2 ] D llavis (B) 3 I Liroadhbead (v)
D. S Horsman s 3 GOR.C Ebsworthin
G RO Ebsworth(sr 3 1'% Thurllby {4}

', Thurlby (a) 3 J. 1 Havis (i)
v Haobsen (s) 3 G ] Bamgley (r)

2 1 Hfland () 3 CoNL Ulvald (o

> 1NV Newborn (v) 3 DUTGay (a)

2] smurthwaite () 3 P T Barton {x)

2 [T, Barton (s) 3 ] L. Crone (mi

» B, H. Nicholsou {r) 3 £, A Horsnuan (M)

1A Maddox (m) 3 D Rouse (1)

2 A Wardrop (1) 3 W B Cragg (a)

2 ). W, Bulcock (a1) 3 J- litland ¢}

AW C.D. Hagreen(y) 3 C. Griftiths (p)
J. L. Crone {m) 3 LoP Kellv (s
I AL Gilpin (1) 2 N.T Ring (an



[nal Posttions

1 Rrooks 6o puintis

2 Marlboroush 6z

3 Shaltesbury 52 .

4 Priesiley 10 .

5 uddison 32
BADMINTON

Badminton was introduced for the first time
over a vear ago, but interest did not develop
until last term. The great interest shown then,
however. wasa pointer towards the development of
the sport in the school. The Gymnasiun was
never crpty at any time during the evening and
the improvement shown in the play of the older
boyvs was astounding. The only regrettable peint is
the comparative lack ol accommodation and the
fact that shuttlecocks are scarce and expensive.

It s hoped that the School will soon beast a
Badiminton team that will have regular fixtures
with other schools, and the results of the singles
tournament will go a long way towards choosing
a team.  Boys in the lower school will note that
they can book the court, but it would be prefer-
able il thev brought partners and supplied their
own rackets.

Next term there will be a doubles tournament
and all entries should include the name of the
player with whom the cntrant wishes to play.
All entries should be submitted to L. P, Kelly,

LV L.7K.

BASKET BALL,

The first Basket Ball league was lonmed
in November, the first match taking place on Nov-
cmber jrd. The league was composed of fwo divi-
sions, senior and junior.  The senior league mem-
bers were all forms VI and UV, the junior league
being composed of the 6fth lerms.  The matches
attracted many spectators and provided plenty
ot after school entertainment during the dark
evenings; one or two of the people must have
brought along some of their speedway stunts and
slogans with them.

Some promising players cemerged from these
games, many of whom will be at school next
winter and will provide the backbone ol next
winter's tcams,  The UVL, whose team manager
alwavs wore a rather worried look, preserved good
combination hut lacked shootmg capabilitics,
however the UV forms provided the best teams
and it was fron these that the winners and runners-
up were drawn.  Form UVC were the champions
and UVA the runners-up, UVC losing only
one match agast LVT vand i,

R.L.0,

SCHOOL CRICKET.

At this stage in the season the bSchool teams
arc definitely settling down und results to date

= =
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show good prospects for the luture, Although the
successes  which have been achieved so  far
have not been so rescunding as we hoped, there is
however, no lack ot enthusiasm throughout the
school and the response shown by all can hardiy
fail to produce good resualts.

The Term Calendar shows a good fxture list
and there is only one new fixture, against Sir
George AMlonoux Grammar School,  We are having
a Cricket Week again this vear, and the jirst fix-
ture against Westelifft High Schiool will be played
on July 13th.

The st XI. mcludes five members with colonrs
D J. Gay (captain), G, W. Bannister(vice-captain)
J. W, Buleock, T. R. Lester and G. R. | Cole.

RESULTs TO DATIL

Mav 7thr v Westehil High School,

15t N 70 Westchfl B S

2nd X1 34 WestelM 1 S
Maxy 2ist v THord County High School

15t NI 1oy 1Cole 300 0 THord C.H 5,

85 {or N,

and Nosz2 ) Hord G5, 27 (Rouse 3 [or 71

Jumeor XL 36 Jor 8 THord CH S0 57 (Warner 3 loré)
May 28th v Southend Fligh School

st NI 38 @ sSouthend H 5. 69 (Cole 4 fur 20)
and NI g4 {or 8 Southend H.S, 110 for ¢

Junior X1 a8 for 3 (Hills 53 no.} Southend 115 67

(Warner 5 for g}
June 4th v Gravesend Grammer school

Ny
TO0

rat XL 75 for 1 {Ulyatt 38 no. Gav 24 n.o)
Gravesend (5 140 lor 3
ad X1 133 lor 7 {(Kelly 2g, Clark 25) §
Gravesend Go 5 g (Welly 5 for o,
Rouse 5 [or7)
Junior X1 0 Gravesend G539 (Fhlls 3 Loraz

Bamuster 3 for 5)
June oth v Stork € C Jurgens)
Ao G Ross’s XU o134 (Mr Roberts 24, Banmster 360
Stork © C asgs lor 5 (Tieloar 3 lor 30

Inter-House Cricket Champlonship
1 Shaltesbury 1y points

2 Marthorough 17
3 IPPriestley LL
4 DBroolks 3] .
5 Addison 4 .

.G

The Eim Tree at the Corner

N grassy verge, beside a street
Where this road and another meet,
There stands an elin tree, hollow tou,
Where age and rot have eaten throngh
[ts boughs are twisted, gnarled its trunk,
And roots deep in the earth have sunk.
Its foliage of dingy green
Is not so pleasant to be seen
As other trees with brighter hue
Which proudly stand exposed to view,
But this majestic, gnarled, old tree
Has magic that bewitches me.

RodC,, vl
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ADDISON.

House Masters: Mr. Frank Hughes,

Me. L. T. Harris and Mr, C. G. Burridge.
House Captain: 13, G. Mabhey,
Captain of Cricket - D. J. Gay.

Cross CoUNTRY RUNNING.

[n this cvent the House came fifth.  This
position was not due to lack of enthusiasm or
practive, especiaily on the part of the juniors.
The best performance was by R B, Saberton,
who came first in the junior event. Other run-
ners worthy of mention were W. A, Metherell
{fourth in the senior event) and, [ollowing Saber-
ton in the juniors, R, J. Gore, who came fifth.

WAL
ANNTAL SPORTS.

Addison did not retain the sports trophy but
there were some good individual performances.

P. Thurlby obtained first place in the long
jump, throwing the cricket ball and 220 yards
race ; and second and third places respectively in
throwing the discus and putting the shot. [,
Smurthwaite ran well to win second place in the
440 vards, while I). J. Gay and D. W, Falkus
took third places in the VIth fonn 220 yards and
IVth form g40 vards.  T. R. Birch unluckily fell
just belore the tape in the (40 vardsrace, but by a
linc finish in the 440 of the Relav race, he gained
third place for the Addison Vth Form team. W,
13. Cragg represented Addizon in the long jump,
gaining third place.

Great keenness was shown at all practices.

12.G.M.
CRICKET,

Addison are once again having a poor season,
though we stiJl have one gamc in hand. We
appear to lack enough good juniors and an
AEETEeSSIVe SPITIL.

ADDISON v, BROOKS.

1st NI, Brooks were all out for 31, T. R. Lester
taking 6 wickets for ¢ runs—this analyvsis in-
cluded a hat trick.

Addison passed this score with 40 for 3 wickets

(B. S. Mapperley 17, B. G. Chaplin 10).
e X1,

This was a poor game, Brooks winning by 36
rns (o 24.
ard X1

Brooks won by 7 wickets.  Addison scored 49

o et e

O i o e
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NOTES 1

ADDISON V. SHAFTESBURY.
rst. XI.

Addison batted poorly, scoring 38 runs= to which
Shaftesbury replied with 51 for three wickets.
and XL

Addison Datted first and complied 30 rans,
Shafteshury replicd with 08 for 6 wickets
jrd XTI,

Addison were overwhelimingly defeated, scoring
28 tuns mreply to 7. ROL. Eaton took 6 wickets
for 6 runs, including the hat trick,

ADDISON V. MAKLBOROUGH,

1st XL

This was the most keenly contested of the scries
Addison made 50 runs for 5 wickets. Marlborough
went for the runs but lost 8 wickets for 27 before
stumps were drawn. D. J. Gay took 3 wickets
for o runs.

and X1,

Thix game ended on an exciting note, with
Addison’s last men in with one over to go, they dil
not however survive.  Addison obtained 31 Tuns.
jrd NI

Addison scored 48 runs of which T. C. Prentice
made 12 ; Marlborough replied with 73, (Earon 5
for 24).

0,16,

BROOKS

Although the [Football season staried well lor
the House, our hopes of wimning the trophy for
the second yvear in succession were dashed when
we lost hve pomts to Marlborough. However
our teams played very well in all their matches
and, we must admit, did far better than expocted.

lFor several years the House has found difficutty
in getting cnough members to attend the Cross-
country practices. This vear there were onlv
just enough to form teams in the Senior and
Middle groups. In the {nal result we secured
fourth place, and our comparative failure must be
attributed te thislack of selection, In the Jumior
section where competition was keen we came
second.  We must congratulate B. D. Foster who
came first in the Senior group, D. A, Tavlor of the
middle group who came filth and ]. C. Wright of
the Juniors who gained third place. Tt is hoped
that next vear we find more support in all groups
and then we can hope far greater success.




We have, however, no cause for vomglaint with
regard to our preformance on Sports Day.  For
the first time for many vears we won the com-
petition. Well dane, everyone! Speciil congrat-
ulations are due to . D. Havis, who scared
eleven points out of our total of sixty-nine and
0. AL Tavlor, who scored 2even, to Foster for his
mugnificent victory in the mile annl fo the third
lorm reluy team who gained first place and o
valuable six points, 1. W, Lambert, our house
cuptam who organised the practices and  sulb-
witted the entries, was amply rewarded by the
restlt for his patient and untining efforts,  We
feel that K. 8. Crowhurst and ¢, R Jetfery alsa
deserve special montion for cotatrg Torward o fill
gaps st very short notice,

In Cricket we are weak in the Senior pirt of
the School but ). K, Hunt is proving u very
capable Cricket Caprain and D). Rouse and A €
Thomas st o oo example of really thorough
keenness and are shuping very well,  Moreover
we are really strong o the junior part of the
school and 4 further influx this year of VEry
PrOmising newcomers givis us great hopes for the
fature.  Meanwhile so far this <cason we have
gainted nine points in three matehes which is quite
noereditalile acloevement at onr present strength,

Lastly Mr. Bohm and Mr, Scott, our House-
masters, wish to add as a0 conclusion to these notes
that, while the general tone of the House lins
always been quite good, fately they have noticed
domarkel growth in the feeling of COTprate
lovalty and o greater readiness o stbordinate
self to the intervsts of the whole,  This is snrit
which will give to every member, by ‘o master,
i deeling of pride and pleasure i belonging to
Brooks und makes it o matter of sectndary
mpartanee whether we fare wall or il in the
virinus ciompetitions.

[CHI 8

MARLBOROUGH.

House Masters : Mr. E. L. Bone and

Mr P. 1. Ross.
Captam of Cricket and Cross-Country Running
J. WL Buleock.

On Triday, 2oth May, the Houss held its first
Tea party sinee the war, in the tuck-shop, The
reason for the eslebration was that the Hopee
now has three trophies to its crodit - last vear's
swimming Cup, the Football Cup and the Crogs-
Countey Trophv. The Headmaster and Mr. G,
Rots were {vited,  After ten, Mr. Bone calle
upon Mouvre (almost the smallest membetr of the
House) to propose the toast of the House. to which
J. L. Urone, the Captain of the House, replied. Mr.

Bone then informed us that it was just twenty-
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one yeurs sine he had first tuken over the Hoase
and said that during that time, the House had
always maintained o high standard of keerinsss
anrd enthusinsm thongh it il naturally had had
periods: At present, however, the House was on
top, and, judging by results wis Hkely to stay
there,  To bear him out he then called e T
W. Buleoik, whe is onr all round SpUfts captain
i tell us about the vear's SpoTt

Buleork presented a very impressive list, g
ing from the winning of the swimming: cup to the
defeat of Priestley in the current House cricket
season by 5 points to 1. His list ineluded the
suceess e the cross-country at Orsett this yoar,
which makes the thind successive win.  He alsn
mentioned the Sports where the House did woll
to come second, witl 62 points to Brooks's g,

Mr. Philip Ros< then told us something aluit
individunl performances, The list is guite amazing.
Consider, for example, the Athletic Sports.  In
this we had two members (13 S, Norford and D,
Ho Cave) who were placed in 4 and 3 Events
respectively.  Both were very ereditable perfor-
mances anid each had at least one first pluce.
Cricketing sucvesses included 34 not out by |, W
Rulcock, and P. . Treloar's 4 wickets AR
Priestley’s 15t X1 und also A E. Wardell's
wickets for g runs in thie 2o X1 (these wickors did
not, to Mr. Bone’s relief, consist of three bt tricks
though four of them fell with consecntive Fralls)
I the eruss-country, the notable performunce wis
thiet of the senior team whose members 1)l came
in hetore No 27 2 C. H. Gredley (213, 5, Bulvock
t5). . J- Trelear (7) and.C. A. Horsman (9) came
within the first ten, It was probably this per-
formunee which ensured onr winning of the trophy
Their success was contagious for, as Mr Itoss
acdiitted, he had not expected the Juniors to do
as well ws they did in their race.

But such a mighty House as Marlborough does
not confine itself to sport,  In the Opera we had
been represented among the principals (notably
by J. 5. Goodall) and of course, in the chorus. A
more recent success had been that of T, ). Moore
in the verse speaking competition. Finallv the
Debating Soclety Committee showed o Mark
borough majority. o

Following this mueh applanded speuch, A, ]
Salishiry proposed a0 toast to the Schiool, (o
reply the Hewl started with what was (o many
the mest tmportant item of his speech, This was
the promise to see what could Be done abeut hiy-
ing o hall-holiduy for the Swimming Sports.
Atother earnest request—or rather o challenge
as presented by Crone —with which he dealt was
the all-round trophy.  Again, he promised 1o see
what could be done.  The Head agreed thut thic
future of Marlborough was in exeellent handds and
then reminded us with an admirnble touch of



learning, that Marlborough limself had  been
responsible  for four great be Blenheim.

Ramillies, Ondenarde and Malplaquet- -and stood
for victory ; at which point the last instalment
of these House Notes finished.

I'he tea party, too, was uearly finished. ], A,
D’ Arey expressed our thanks to Miss James for
the excellent spread, though not, Lunentab!y, for
the equally excellent peenices (whicli it is perhaps
unnecessary to add, were red) so the members
dispersced with just ¢enough time to cateh the train
which, as we were twice informed quite correctly,

wils responsible for much of the Honse’s co-oper-
ative spirit and enthusiasm,
P,
PRIESTLEY.
House Masters: Mr. £ Barker- Jones and

Mr. R. Lockett
House Captaimn: R. Cook.
House Cricket Captain: G, W, Bannister
House swimming Capeain T. Greatrex.
House Secretaryv: 3. H. Nicholson.

Lent Term 1949 brought AMr. Locketi (o the
House where he tukes the place of Mr. Barrand.
We extend & hearty welcome to hin

The finish to the Football season was very close.
By taking six points from Shaftesbury, we had
high hopes of at last putting a zold rosctte on the
trophy, but, in the end, Marlborough gained the
victorv by one point only, owesver, The 3rd XI
remained  undefeated in o their  lour matches
Thompson, unfortunately, broke his arny in the last
match against  Shaftesbury but. alter a long
absence dromm sports, we are pleased to see him
back on the cricket held.

This  year's Cross-Comntry Run, in which
Priestles were placed third with 524 points, theugh
not a startling suceess, was certainly not a lailure.

The Setters gammed third and fourth places in
the Middle Group though probably the actual
order is known only to the twins themselves. J. AL
Woolliams led the weam in the Senior Group with
third place, with A, Wardrop, the Cross-Country
Captain, in sixth place. B0 H. Nicholson whao
took up runuing only this vear, came a very
ereditable eighth  The  Junior Group did ot
gain such high positions, |. Cook heing first with
roth place, but it showed 2ome good team work
Perhaps some constitnrtons were immpaired by the
second running of the race, due to some mishap
in the first,

At the beginning of Sports Pav this vear
Priestley hearts and hopes were higl and wp until
i little belore the hali-way mark the House was
fighting Brooks for lirst place.  But we wore not
s0 fortunate in the junior races and field eyents,
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despite some  very  able discus-throwing  and
jumping by C V. Ullvatt. " Woolliams did verv
well in the sprinting (1st in Scnior Too and 220
vards) and J. Smallcombe gained first place in
the discus throwing and putting the shot in the
Middle Group. Nicholson pulled off another
surptise by finishing second to Foster in the mile
race.  But, at the end, Priestlev were fourth
with 49 points.

Cricket has oot got off to =uch a flving start
this yvear as it did last.  Banuoister and Ullyatt
are doing well in the 1st XI-and the Junior X1,
to which the Setters have been restored, can
wsually be depended on for a win.  The 2nd X1
is still rather weak, but 1t is difficalt to concen-
trate cou sport with the examinations looming
overhead,

Pricstley, then, has gained second, third and
lourth places in sport this year. There are two
places vt to be filled and the Swimming Sports
take place on July 21st. The position of the
Mouse depends npon its supporters, How about
some hird practice in the swinming bath ?

R.(.
SHAFTESBURY.

Caprain of Cricket : B. J. Lang.
Captain of Swimming : 1. W. McSwan.

We were very sorry to lose the services of Mr.
W, Henlev who resigned the Housemaster ship after
guiding the fortunes of Shaltesbury for more than
ten vears. YW are verv gratefnl 1o him for all
he did Tor the House, and are happy to know that
we shall retain his interest and affection in our
luture endeavours,

Mr. ]. K. Hayston is our new Housemaster
and Mro [0 M. Grove has joined us as Assistant
ITousemaster

Lo the Lt football matches ||| the chumpon
shdp, Shaftesbory lost every match with Priestley
Iy the dnled gonl, o dircimstance which might not
|Il|'\' ris=en h vl we hu ||1 SUPpOTiers on tlis
touchbine. Thompson | Pricstlev) was unfortunate
i1 hooving Wis e bavkoes inos tae kel with Che write
of these notes. but is happily now fully recovered.
Shalfteshury’s final position in the championship
was fourth.

A feature of the cros—countryv race was the
magnificent runuing of our junior team. who fin-
ished victors in their group and even overshadowed
the middle group's excellent effort which ohtained
second p]acc-, V. Hobson, who won the middle
group, and N, Stokes, whose position of second
place in the jutior group shows moch promise
for future years both pin extremely well,  We
obtained seednd o in the competition.

(TR



The athletic sports were noteworthy for our
performances in the high jumps and relay races,
from which we obtained thirty of the total fifty-
two points which gave us the third place in the
competition.  Several incidents will long be
remembered : some brilliant baton changes which
showed that the long practices had horne fruit ;
the hitherto unsuspected speed of D. 5. Horsman
which paved the way for J. L. Down’s grand
efiort which won the fifth form relav race: P. 7T
Barton’s gallant running in the sentor y40 and
880 vards races, the successful efforts of our
diminutive high jumpers to emulate their more
suitably built senior counterpart M. D. Glew ;
tinally [, Abel’s magnificent porformance in
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As T opened the lid of the piane, there slowly
emerged a tousled grey head.

“Qh!" 1 exclaimed, for one does not expect a
head to emerge [rom a piano, especially on a
Sunday. And I had definitelv not expected to
sce a hole from which a small gnome-like man
was climbing.

The little man looked at me with a mixed
expression of surprise and dislike on his small
wrinkled face.

“\What do you mean by *Oh?’ " he asked in a
small piping voice, which had a certain obscure
ring of authority in it.

“I'm sorry, sir, 1 was startled,”
unconsciously putting in the ‘sir.’

By this time he had climbed out ol the hole
and sat facing me on the muesic rack

“ Why should you be startled ? " he asked.
But I could tell he knew the reason [or he started
to smile. It was a pleasant smile and showed a
sct of pearlv tecth rather like a piano kevboard,
and his voice had the strange musical quality ol
the top notes ol a piano.

T replied,

THE ART OF
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I'I is surprising how little the average person
knows about bell ringing. 1 have spoken to
several people on the subject and I have found

that their knowledge is almost non-existent ; and

it is for this reason that [ have written this essay

In bell mnging there is something to interest
everyone. An artist cannot bul recogunise the
heauty of a well rung peal.

* Bid the merry bells ring to thine ear,
IFor bells are music’s laughter.”

ON SPIRITO
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vbtaining two frst positions, one second and one
third.

The first two matches of the cricket champion-
ship have resulted in our obtaining 10 out of a
possible 1z points. Everyone anxjously awaits
the outcome of the matches against Marlborough,
which will decide the future of the championship,
G. R. Cole, who has scores of 24 not out and 12
not out, and L. P. Kellv with bowling analyses of
3 for 3 and 8 for  deserve our fullest apprecia-
tion for their timelv efforts, while N A, Hills and
. T. Stone have batted well for the znd N1 and
M. D. Owen has bowled well to obtain 12 wickets
(or T8 runs in the junior XT.

B.].L
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“Well, sir, it is not usual to find small men in
pianos,” T ventured
“Why not? " he said.  © There are nymyphs in

trees and naiads in streams, so why shouldn’t there
be elves in pilanos? There are, vou know, and
I'm one.”  He ended triumphantly.

Here the elf” puffed himself up and strutted
up and down the polished top of the piano.
Suddenly he stopped and peered aver the edge at
the cat, who, seeing him, licked her lips in her
own feline way and sat down as il to ponder on
how to rcach this * tasty morsel’

The little man became very senous and leanced
confidentially towards me and =aid, * My father
was ‘ killed” by a cat, but of course he didn't die.
Oh, no! Why? Well .. eryvou sce...er we
don’'t die.”  He ended vaguely.

But as he was talking the cat jumped onto a
chair and from thence onto the piano. In a flash
the little man had gone and I was left looking at
the cat sniffing around the legs of the instrumnent
and looking very puzzled.  And indeed so was I

J.B., Tva.

—————— e e R e e e

BELL RINGING
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A musician’s interest will be aroused by the
musical combination of the notes produced, a
peal on six or seven bells producing every permu-
tation which is posstble with six or seven notes.

A mathemiticiun can spend many delightful
hours working ot the *prool” of 4 peal or why

* grandsire " cannot be rung without singles this
has attracted the attention of Dr. . A, Rankin,
of Clare College, Cambridge, whose interest was
aroused by reading Dorothy Sayer’s novel, © The
Nine Tailors.” A metallurgist can spend an
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coual number of months finding out the best
tone [or the cheapest price, a peal of bells costing
about one thousand pounds; or finding out the
best wav of making a bell with a good resenant
tone, for

“ A crackt bell can never sound well.”

An architect can enjov himself working out
and planning the structure of a tower to hold a
peal of bells with perfect safety,

In fact many professional men can find some-
thing intriguing about hells, and Anton Chekhov,
in his notes, wrote of a person as

“ A rationalist; but he had to confess that he
likes the ringing of Church bells.”

1o this essay, however, we must remember the
motio :

“The hell never rings of itself;
one swings it, it is dumb."”’

unless some-

1t has often been thought that the ringing
community consisted of a few simple country
folk. This is far from being the case. Numerous
teachers are bell ringers; many business men
from the City find it a delightful hobby : most
clergymen, at some time in their lives, became
ringers, ouly to give up under pressure of work
It is interesting to remember that the first hell
ringeis were clergymen, until ringing became so
complicater that the job was given to lavmen
who specialised in it.

“13ells,”” it has been said provide ** the music
l.ordering nearest heaven.”

Let us for a few minutes ponder over the bells
themselves. The average tower has six and some-
times eight bells, ranging in weight from 2z cwts,

e et
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g “THE FNGLBH UNCHFKHAL RObh”

IN stately gardens neatly kept,
With hedges cut, and paths well swept,
The pompous vose is alwavs grown,
With speciad care all on 1ts own—
But this is not the English Rose,
Which in the country hedgerow blows ;
This s u caltivated flower
A captured flower, which hour by hour
Obevs man's wishes grateflully
And looks at all disdainfully.

to about 235 cwts. The largest one rung in
Eugland is of 122 cwts. at Liverpool Cathedral.
The bell is fastened at the closed end or
“crown’’ to an axle. The axle is suspended
horizontally and joined to it at onc end is a
grooved wheel of about six feet diameter.

A rope is fastened to this wheel and leads down
through a series of guides to the ringing chamber.
The rope in the ringing chamber has a looped
end and a piece of flufly material called the sally
ahout 5 feet from the end.

By pullmg on this rope the bell, which is hang-
ing upside down, is gradnallv swing through
increasinglyv large ares until the whole cirele i>
desc r1hed and the bell is upside down

The bell is then swing a little way further over
and js allowed to rest over the balance by means
ol a device called a stay.

The bell is then rung by pulling the sally or
tail end of rope so that the bell describes a com-
plete circle and the clapper in the bell strikes the
bell once as the bell revolves.

The possibilities ol error in ringing a peal are
many and if a ringer has lost his way and does
not know where to strike, the others {ry to put
him right with such phrases as- “ You're in
fourth’s place,” "Hunt down to lead,” You've
missed a dodge " and many such exclamations

The present Bishop of Colchester must have
noticed this, for he told a ringing meeting
* I'like to see vouabsorhed in vour task, nttering
vour wild cries, too absorbed to notice . . . mv
arrival !
ALS
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The English Rose is \\11(1 and free,

As any coumtrvman can see,

Tts stem is green with thorms arrayed,
The leaves have armour, too, displayved
The bloom itself has petals pink,

And bees the vellow stamens drink,

And none can match this beauteous thing—
The birds their praises to it sing,
Because of England it’s a parr,

And what can match an English Heart ?

RS, IVa.
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HE sleeps, and no more love Sad 1s thy long refrain, sad iz thy voeice.
Or beauty lives, at her Sweet glance to soar Ever to weep thy weary soul away,
Abhove the mountains, or to lend the brook In an cternal clegy of tears.
Her gentlv-litting melody of song R.GL5
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EDITORIAL NOTIES, Mav we extend a welcome to the " Mag ™ now
. Being produced by our stster Schonl 2 Tes pages
T”IA o \]I'\‘ ]ﬂ;)]}tm 'm: \Iwnl []]Li lm']\”f ol will he scanned orttically from time (o tine to
alt £l AN o - . - .
ey, LAVIAUS EELERISSTRR A W e cx fRaE g 26 jorrnalisne cilorts are up o
7 edition in Orserr Road and the older 0 e eI e g B e
, ; ; standard. A vival 1 alwavs of advintage.
Headmasier's House alongside frrzror. Altered i

cnt ol all recognition abont the beginning of the

cenrtury aned ther torned inte roin by o {lving
baomb i 1o, the buildings could never have
heen restored (o their origina! condition.  De-
molition was the lappiest end g, as with a

ship, the name and record ol a Schonl does not
dic when the nseful Gife of the buildings is endeed-
it s merely carrted forwared ro o difierent strne
ture

Your Joditor recentls had occasion to study an
old 23-in. Ordnance Survey map ol the Gravs
area which 1< in the Public Library, Tt s [rom
the 8623 survey (thoueh nol pablished unti)
Izl and shows an o Fodowed School (Boyvsy

in the Orsett Road posttion. The buildings wen
very truly o isclated frooy the town then, with
Shakespeare Villas as the only = considerable

property bevend the Ratlway and just o row ol
cottages in Orselt Road,  Brickelds abound in
the (now) Clarence Road avea and the tramline
Irom the chialkpits 1s shown just Bevond the seliool,
The olid Nadional School i West Strect i= 10 he
seen.  Incidentally, photographs ol the cotiages
mentioned are also available: they hardly come
up toomodern ideas ol honsing !

Some person who has had charege of the maypy,
possiblv e ol Flowell ™ whose signature appenrs
i the corner (2 the liecensce of the Railwav Totel
at the end of the centuryy, hos added g proposed
lav-out Tov the Palarer’s Avenne crca and lias in
serted U new School, thelled = Patmer’s Chiarity

Sehool™  Ts s term aonnnon cepereassion af the
feeling swhich then existed regarding  the new

statis= of the School 2
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Once again we must congratulate the School
ou their Febromary light opera this thne  The
Prrates of Penzanied The production nust have
necessitated a tremendons effore fromn all coneern-
ed bt 1t was well worth while.  In two vears
the school's vearly production has become the
most important elfert ol its type for miles around |
partenfarly to G & S fans,” who are staryved
ol their Fare v this neighbourhoml v few weeks
belorehawd your Iditer—in onother cupacity
was wsiked to display a poster advertizing the per-
lornranice o he made enquiry [or tivkets some half-
hour alterwards 1o the Chiel Steward apd was
tolil he was not sure that any were lelt ! surely
sSadlers Wells cannat beat this record

It swenld be invedions to mention any ol the
oulstanding individual performances, but we must,
HJore comnient on the remarkable voung
ladies to be fonad tn the sehool. Rumour has it
that the Lt door was well attendedd

HES

The Autimn Reunion has been areanged for
Saturday, I2th November please note the date.
togethier swith the [ollowimyg Sunday, releired to
below,  Members shoudd recoive o reminder well
meoadvance of the dayvs

Ol Bovs nutside the immiediate neighbourhoaod
may not be aware ol the Sunday Fvening Serviee
which = helidm the school Hall cach weels dur-

g terme e at 630 pone in the Autumn and
Spring terms and S pmeogn the sommer Ter,

Thougl it is ||1lmnlul particularly lar yvonnger
peaple, a nnmlm of adults attend and the Head
welcomes the presence of Old Palmerians among

— e



them. He has proposed that sunday, 13th Noy-
et her—fallowing on the Aatiomn Kowmon—shall
be made @ speeial eccasion foe O s to Be pre
sont and his arranpged that the Rev, L, Bewers,
an Old Boy lamself; shall give the address, 1t s
to be hoped that all will make an eflory to
attend.

The condnct of the next Old Boys Section will
be in other hands, since vour present Hon, Editor
15 giving up the post. May he cxtend his thanks
to all who have assisted him, with information or
in other ways, during the 2-3 years that he has
Leld the position—and his good wishes to lus
successor ?

THE ANNUAL DINNER.

The Annual Dinner of the 13th November last
was referred to briefly in our previous issuc and
the following notes must be regarded as a contin-
uation of the earlicr report.

After the Dinner itsclf in the School Hall, the
Koval Toast wis proposed by the President,
fotlowed by The Assoeintion " droan M, 15, Horno-
eastle, as the oldest momber present, e recalled
ety i the incidents of his tme—inchuhing
s thatwould have interested lis Head (assum-
ing that Headmasters arc as innocent about cer-
taln activities in the School as their pupils
suppose 1.} The Chairman, R. Grimes, in his re-
ply welcomed our guests, the School Captains,
and made reference to the Memorial Service for
certain Old Palmerians which had becn held in
the same Hall a [ortnight previously.

¥, Hempstead proposed * The School ™ and
referred o its gradual developiment from the time
when he was @ pupll to the present pe el when
his own =on was there, [ wis generally ngreed
that the high-light of the evening was the reply by
Mr. J. C. Tuvior, as Captain of the School-—a
speech thut provided a very happy climax upon
which the more formal part of the evening could
end. The gathering then broke up into smaller
groups for more personal discussion.

Potwern the speeches doterfaiiiment was pro-
vided b John Kest, with Mr, 1, smocthwaite o=
prcompanist. Mr sttt liwsite whsoderionstraded
his versatilty by suppdaing s with his own <clec-
o of sopes—and wias roundly apeplioodid e
them.

IFOOTRALL.

\We van't do better than yuote Stannard’s own
report on the above matter :—

* Through whole-hearted support we have over
cope a bad patch at the commencement of the
season and since December our tcams have
improved to asurprising extent. Admittedly, our
Thurrock Combination team finished rather near
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the bottom of the League, but after an excellent
display against \\veley (Essex Junior Cup winners)
in the semi-final of the Stanford Charity Cup we
have every reason to leel satisfied and look
forward to next season with optimism.

“Our Thameside League team finished with
their position for next season ensured in this divi-
sion.  We are still, however, hoping for new
talent, as we shall again be competing in these
Leagues, our home ground being Blackshots.

“ By the way, we ure hoping to arrange train-
ing nights throughout both summer and winter,
in which basket-ball will be included.

“With regard to our social activities, we ran a
very sticcessinl draw at Christmas, all members
co-operating well.  Maurice Bradford promoted
this effort. The Old Tyme Dance held at the
Oddfellows on April zoth was not as successful
as anticipated.

“The Annual Dinner, held at the Bricklayers’
Arms on May 7th, was an outstanding success ;
37 sat down to the Dinner, including members’
wives and friends.  There were three representa-
tives from the School—the Head, Mr. G. V. Ross
and the School Captain, Mr. J. C. Taylor. Ron
Grimes was present for the parent Association ;
Jack Broad, also an O.P , represcnted the Leagues.
Many fine specches were made by those present—
please hind enclosed menu, ete  (not quoted here ;
1t would not be kind to those absent—Ed.} En-
tertainment was provided by onc of our players
Roy Wise, at the pilano and by Rov Harvey,
comedian. The hall was kindly provided by our
Vice-President, Jack Golden. Tt is intended to
run further dances in the near future—watch out
for these in the local paper.

“The Clubis in very great need of a first aider
trainer at Blackshots for all home matches,
We would be glad i anyonc interested in this
work would contact the Hon. Secretary.

“ The Annual General Meeting was heid on
April 29th and the following were appointed.
Pirestdent-- F. J. Jordan, Esq., BEM., M.A.
ice-Presidenis —R. Grimes, E. G, Hughes, R0 T
Jones, G. V. Ross, 3. Catton, J. Golden, A. Bugler
{sen.), ¥, Baird, W. Grayvlin and 1£. Horncastle.
Chlairman—17 . Gunn.
Iice-Chatrman-—=G. Mopstead
Geaieral Secretarv - | Stannard.
Socral Necrefary—-M. Bradford.
Leagie Delegates A Lee & R Fairbairn
st Team Captain- -N. Cossins.
Ist Team Vice Cupiain—1D Taylor,
zud Tewm Captarn—--1D. Wade.
2nd Team Viee Cupluin—H. Allison,”



SWIMMING

The Secretary and Treasurer of the Swimming
Club is now D. R, Qbee, of 15 Chestuut Avenuc,
Gravs,  He will be glad to receive any enquirics
from prospective members.  Regarding the pre-
sent position of the Club, he reports as follows ;-

“Swimning sessious for O are now being
held at the School bath at 7.30 p.m. to 8.3¢ p.m.
cach Thursday and at 10 30 am. to 11,30 a.m. on
Sunday. It is hoped to carry on through the
Autumnu if the attendance justifies this course,

“Up to the time of writing weather has been
the main draw-back to our sport, but a consider-
able number of members come along regularly for
a swim, On Thursday evening our numbers have
been augmented by moembers of the gymnastic
squad run by the Football Club (This is the hrst
reference we have had to this activity of the
Football Section; stannard, certainly has his
hands full'—Ed.}) New members, whether
swimmers or nen-swimrmers will be welcome.”

CRICKET.

A thorough attempt is now being made to form
an O.P.s Cricket Club. At present there arc
about a dozen or so wnterested members of the
Section. At thewr inaugural meeting a weck or
two back T. A, Medcraft, 63 Chestnut Avenue,
Gravs, was appointed Hon, Secretary, and he is
very anxious to hear from other people wishing
to join.

This season woi k is to be confined to practice,
{or which purpose the Head has Kindly put nets,
elc., ut the Club's disposal ; net practice is already
taking place every Tuesday evening there, when
the Secretary can be seen and collect your name,
Some scratch matches are also on the wav,
Application has also been made to the TU.D.C,
for a pitch for the 1950 seasou, when it hoped to
have a full ixture list.

Onee again we would emphasize the desirability
of getting in touch with Mederaft NOW.

MEMPBERS  NEWS,

The end of the Lent term saw the retirement
of Col. . A. Loftus, 0.B.E., 1.0, bD.L., who has
heen Headmaster of our rival, Barking Abbey
Scheol, since 192z, Col. Loftus was on the stafi
at Pahner's from 1900 to 191g, with a four-year
break during the war period, sl then became
Head of the Junior Scheol at southend High
School. In 1y20 he moved to the post of Assis-
tant Director of Education {for Southend and {rom
there to  Barking Abbey. Space does not
allow us to mention his many other activities dur-
ing a distinguished career, but we must recall the
substantial contribution he made to the re-forma-
tiow of our Association after the late war,  And,
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as one ol our Vice-Presidents, he is usually to be
seen at any of our gatherings.

Col. and Mrs, Loftus will still be living at West
Tilbury.  We all tender to them our wishes [or
the verv best ol good fortune now that the scho-
lastic part of his work is relinquished.

Other news is given below; we apologize lor
those cases in which it ix so extremely brief-
sometimes the sowrce is only a few words from
one O.P. to another, or a short 'phone message
which cannot hope to supply details,

Many will remember Dr. H. ]. Booker of Pitsea
{? 1924-29,) who has undertaken work in U.S.A. —
[urther information iz elsewhere in the Mag.
Your Editor called on him fairly frequently up to
about 193H—not, it must be confessed, so much
because of interest in his research as of the wel-
come toany Q.. which was assured in his rooms.
bince 1636 the only ** contact 7 we can recall is a
distant view as we passed i a bus going 1w the
opposite direction.

Another O.P. of the same period who has recently
been gn Grayvs 13 D. Nobbs {1919-27), now on
the staff at Edinburgh University. Like Booker,
he hasn’t changed much in appcearance. Inci-
dently, he would like to hear from any of his old
friends who may see this note,

Nobbs was able to supply inforimation concern-
ing the Rev. “ David” Flovd, now at ettes
College, Edinburgh-—still apparentlv the same
cnergetic chap of old.

A recent addition to our membership iz H, ¢,
Wausley (1018-29,) of 319 Hurwood Court, =3V 15
In his letter to the Treasurer he menticns that he
was a contemporary, but doubts whether we
remember him. We do !—who could forget the
little blighter who made the lives of many senjors
unbearable instead of treating them with respect
due to their high station in the School? Catton
refers to him ax " the small hoarder-bug whe, on
hiz way home at the end of the terin, got lost in
w train.”  Your Editor can’t remember that
incident, but would be guite prepared to helieve
that he ran awayv with a train!

J.o 5. Trench {1y33-42,) of Benwerrin, Living-
stone Avenue, Rymble, New South Wales, has
just obtained life membership.  We don't know
details, French, but the address scems to indicate
that you may have experiences rather more excit-
ing than those which come to many of us.  May
we have them some time ?

A brief note Lias also come from W. R, Lythgu
{1931-37) whose permament address is * Porth-
leven,” Underhill Road, South Benfleet., He is
at present working in the office of the UK. High
Commission in India, Eastern House, Mansingh
Road, New Delhi, and would be glad to hear {rom
any O s in that part of the world,
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Humirey is back in the Roval Navy,

having returned after service abroad for three

vears—seconded to the RUAN.

There is news of . A, Ockendon (1936-43),
who is on an agricultural course at Reading
University. Exact information is at the moment
scarce, 50 we can only sav—good luck!

Two more mcembers of the Catton family have
now been accounted for. Gordon LE. Catton
{1930-39) went to the London Hospital Medical
College after leaving School and tock the final
of the M B.B.5. exan. at London in 1944, He is
now Senior House Surgeon at the Royal Cancer
Hospital. S.W.3.  Michael J. Catton (1934-43)
also entered the London Hespital and took his
fmal M35 in Mav of this vear., He 1s now
House Surgeon at St Margaret's Hospital, Epping.
These are the hirst two O.1s in the medical
profession that we know ol, but there must be
others ; has anyone any imformation *

There is news ol B P Goodbody {1g40-4), but
as 1t s dated fvom last winter, it may be rather
out of date Dy now At that time he was i the
R.AY., stationed in Germany and working full-
time on the Air-lift.  His letter ends rather
abruptly with a hastyv apology ws a Dakota is
expected.  He hopes to be demoebbed  about
December of this vear and to be present at our
lunctions afterwards.

B. E. Crawley {1942-8) is a Stores Rating in the
R.N., and when last heard of, was serving on the
battleship King George V.

J. AL Faleon {1941-8) has been recently com-
missioned in the Roval Artillery.

F K Seott (1g41-8) is at Sandhurst, having
thrown in his 1ot with the @ Regulars ™

15, P. Hubbard {1944-9) has joined the Hard-
ware IMirm of William Keyv as an assistant to the
Suales Manager

M. R suttling (1941-8), a0 recent visitor al
School, 15 a gunner s the RO, at present
~tavoned m Tdinburgh

Telephone - TILBURY 3202

1M Kirhy {16938-46), having heen demobihised
from the RAEC, is now in reswlence at S,
[Ldinund Hall, Oxford.

Whilst on holidav at Kaster, Mr. R. T. Jones
met Councillor Walter IYish, Mayor of Tenby,
south Wales, and was delighted to discover that
Mr. Fish was an Old Palmerian who left school
in 19I10.

QOBITUARIES,

Many  will remember 15, H. Webb, who
lived at DBridge Road, Gravs, and was later
at Cheam, Surrev. He died in Januarv last at
the age of 43, A quiet chap at School, but none
i less popular {or that, he served the greater
portion of his carcer i Barclav’s Bank.  We
extend our sympathy to Mrs. Webb and the two
children left behind.

Others of another period at School will deeply
regret the death of oA dwards, of Chadswell
FHleath, who passed away in April He was
the Borough Treasurer’s Department at Dagenham
for mest of his life other than the war vears,
during  which he became a prisoner of  the
Japanese : a fact which accounted in no small
measure {or his death at the age of 34. Mans
O.P.’s will share the sorrow of his widow and
smalil somn.

We offer our sympathy to K. A, Rath, whose
wife passed awav in 1948, He is left with wwo
voung children: and we hope that in the course
of time they may in some measure help to fill the
gap.

Okl Bovs of the pre-1grs cra will recall Mis,
Long, who kept the tuck-shop then, and was as
popular hersell as were her wares Tt s learned
that she passed avway some vear or so ago in
Bristol, over go years ol age. AT O PUsof the
tine will have a kindv and reminiscont thonghr
[or her

RIVERSIDE WORKS, GLOBE TERRACE, GRAYS

SCIENTIFIC WELDING

(R COKER,

F. COKER}

SPECIALISTS IN OXY AND ELECTRIC WELDING IN ALL METALS

Mobile Welding Sets available
TUBULAR & WROUGHT IRON SCROLL GATE MANUFACTURERS

Makers of the New Gates to the School Cricket Ficld
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Phone—TILBURY 427

WHOLESALE AND RETAIL TOBACCONISTS
AND CONFECTIONERS

E. V. SAXTON & SONS

12 ORSETT ROAD, GRAYS

Retail Branches—

13 HIGH STREET, GRAYS —Phone 413 83 HIGH STREET, GRAYS
21 NEW ROAD, GRAYS—Phone 633
Ladies’ Hairdressing : 34 ORSETT ROAD, GRAYS-Phone 683

EFFICIENT DAILY NEWSPAPER SERVICE

E. T. Smallcombe & Sons

— LTD. —

|0 CLARENCE ROAD
GRAYS . . ESSEX

SPIPORTS SPPECIALISTS

Clubs and Schools catered for

Ample workshop facilities for repairs

an




STANLEY BAIRD Ltd.

Bakers and Caterers

118 WILLIAM STREET, GRAYS

Branches at
Tilbury, West Thurrock, Chadwell-St.-Mary and Upminster

Restaurant: ORSETT ROAD, GRAYS

CATERERS FOR ALL OCCASIONS

When you are thinking of . .
CLOCKS JEWELLERY RINGS

Always remember :

BOATMAN'S

BOATMAN Ltd.,, 70 & 72 HIGH STREET, GRAYS

REPAIRS A SPECIALITY i Telephone—TILBURY 510




Established (919

E.A. SMITH & SON

SHRUBS . TREES . PLANTS

NURSERYMEN
ORCHARD NURSERIES
CHADWELL ROAD, GRAYS

Phone: Tilbury 195

We specialise in . .

CHRYSANTHEMUMS— Rooted Cuttings sent out from March
onwards

DAHLIAS - Green roots supplied from May onwards
SEND FOR LISTS—FREE ON APPLICATION

Higgins Lid,, Grays




